m;l. 


G'ENEALOGY   COLLECTrON 


ALLEN.COUfnY.PUBLICL.BR/y^Y 


II, mil, ,1  li  llil llllil lili y LL'^''' 'Ao o^ 

3  1833  00859  0280 


LIST 


nn^ 


IE  DEANS  OF  GUILD 


OF  ABERDEEN,^ 

'From    1456    to     iSjj;, 

WITH    CONTEMPORANEOUS    r^IATTiai    ADDED, 

MEANT    TO    FOKM    A    LOCAL    L.^AFLET 

IN  THE  HISTOrcY  OF  SCOTLAND, 


r.Y 


(Duf  $i   ihcm 


PRINTED    FOR    PRIVATE!     CIRCULATION. 


ADEIJDKKN  : 

PKIXTET)    BY    LESLIJ-:    .S:    RUSSELL 

CHOWN  couuT,  UNION  sr(;rr.r. 

MI'Lt-VLXXV. 


1820;228 


m  ol  t\}t  §m&  d  ©Miib 


OF    ABERDEEN, 


FROM      1436     TO      1875. 


J'    > 


CCtivn  ft  En^ustvin 


1  %^t!Jfnfi!^7^^ 


Arthterl    Johyifwni  Lpigrammdhiy 
De  Abe  R  DON  I  A  l/y'be 

lLi?m?idt  dor?nnd7n  ,  dcltctafcjue^wcas? 
Co7iftT  AberdoTiiam  ,Thy  tis  banc  fcrviUbnj  undt9 

Alluit ,  llris  fd7Ki(lo  7iecprocuI  dla  mariefl: 
i/traqu^  fultajufitsfjd'jedos  dcspiat  amnes: 

//trafuefufm/xa  .ipirat ab  arcc  /^n//as.  _ 
lllajuos  Fa  bios,  uivti^aiiue  ¥ulmtP-a  klli 

Scipiadas/?.'/.// ,  CcTfcriaTnqne  do?rM^n. 
Meiinelios  Urk  b^cc pr^'ceres^CerjempieC^xXtm-m^ 

JLt  Coll  iTonios,  \jm\o\\\o{.jticpdtns, 
Urbc  QiJi'rinaJl  vinor cfl  //d'S  Gmn\nc:i,Qvcs 

Surittam^n   JfJC  A^i/ms,  Imh'/dijquc  pares. 


p 

43901 
.95 


fr^f 


wf  t^*-'*^ 


dean  of  Guild 


[Walker ,  Alexander , 
'""^  Aberdeen] 

List  of  the  deans  of  Guild  of 
Aberdeen,  from  143G-1875.  with  con- 
temporaneous matter  added,  meant  to 
form  a  local  leaflet  in  the  history 
of  Scotland,  by  one  of  them.  ■ Printec 
for  private  circulation.     Aberdeen 
1875.     0. 


Preface  signed 


A.W 


348662 


NL  26' 


'  ©«t  of  iht  olbc  tielbfs,  as  nun  saitlj; 
dTomctl)  all  iljis  iicb  roru  from  ])t:{x  to  nnr, 
S^b  out  of  olbe  books,  in  goob  faitlj, 
Coiuab  all  tljis  ntbj  mmt  iljat  men  Icrc." 


:mh(>G2 


PREFACE 


1|[N  the  following  pages  an  attempt  is  made  to  give  a  list 
of  the  names  of  those  vrho  have  held  the  ofllce  of 
Dean  of  Guild  of  the  City  of  Aheidcen  from  the  earliest 
authentic  date  to  the  present  day.  The  list  is  defective 
from  several  causes.  Some  volumes  of  the  Council  Register 
are  awanting.  Sometimes  no  election  was  made,  in  which 
case,  the  Provost  acted,  he  being,  then,  as  now,  invariably 
a  Guild  Brother.  The  minutes  are  also  often  incomplete, 
and  irregularly  kept,  and  it  is  often  difficult  to  say  from 
which  of  these  causes  the  deficiency  arises.  Yet,  broken 
and  hicompletc  as  these  Kecords  of  the  "  Biaif  Toun"  are, 
they  stand  next  in  completed  continuity  to  those  of  the 
City  of  London.  From  these,  '^  The  Council  Ilegisters," 
From  "  The  Laws  and  Acts  of  the  Scots  Parliament," 
— From  the  writings  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Joseph  Eobert- 
son,  the  hale  and  untiring  Dr.  John  Ilill  Burton,  Dr. 
Stuart,  and  the  scholarly  Dr.  Giub — all  sons  of  Bon- 
accord — help  has  been  had. 

That  this  list  might  not  be  a  mere  record  of  names 
— forgotten  names  —  illustrative  matter  is  introduced. 
Introductory  to  these,  lot  us  read  that  on  the  Gth  Ai)ril, 
lot^O,  Eight  Scots  Earls  and 'fliirty-one  Barons  wrote  thus 
to  the  Pope  : — 

"If  King  ]vobcrt  the  Jhuce  was  to  desist  from  what 
he  has  l)egun,  wi.sliing  to  subject  us  or  our  Kingdom  to 
the  Kin-'  ot  En-land,  ur  the  ICn-dioh,  we  would  immedi- 
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atcly  endeavour  to  expel  him  as  our  enonv,  and  the 
subvert er  of  liis  own  rights  and  ours,  and  make  anotlier 
King,  ^vlio  should  be  able  to  defend  us.  For  so  long  as 
ane  hundred  remain  alive,  we  never  will  in  an}^  degree 
be  subject  to  the  dominion  of  the  Encclish.     Since  not  for 

•J  o 

glory,  riclies,  or  honour  fight  we,  but  for  liberty  alone, 
which  no  good  man  looses  but  with  liis  life." 

Brave  words  these,  and  Ijravely  spoken  tlien — often 
since,  but  never  witli  sterner  ring.  That  struggle  for 
liberty  is  again  and  again  in  process  of  being  resumed, 
and  may  it  ever  be  so.  The  breaks  in  this  list,  the  du|)li- 
cate  and  triplicate  returns  which  mark  the  period  extend- 
ing from  1-100  to  1500,  are  only  ex})lained  by  the  efforts 
of  the  members  of  '*'  Halie  Kirk,"  to  keep  iji  place  and 
power. 

What  these  Earls  and  Barons  did  in  1320  was  in 
their  own  way  done  at  the  elections  by  the  freemen  of 
the  Burgh.  The  domiiiancy  of  the  Cliurch  was  resolutely 
cast  oil';  and  after  the  Pteformation  we  find  neither  dupli- 
cate nor  triplicate  Deans,  nor  such  gi-asp  of  oflice  as  mark 
the  sway  of  the  Deans  of  1533  and  1530. 

It  is  time  that  a  grave  historical  error  with  reference 
to  Canon  Clatt's  foundation  was  corrected.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  Chantry  which  he  dedicated  to  the  honour 
of  Saint  Thomas  the  Martyr  hi  14-30,  at  the  time  when 
the  City  itself  was  struggling  to  complete  and  adorn  the 
Church  of  Saint  Nicolas,  w^as  none  other  than  one  of  the 
many  Chaplaini-ics  belonging  to  that  Church — the  Chui'ch 
of  the  Parish  of  Saint  Nicolas.  The  Bishop  of  Aberdeen 
was  Parson  of  the  Parish,  and  the  cm-o  was  served  by  a 
Vicai".  The  Olhciating  Members  of  the  Church  were  the 
Curate  and  the  Cha])laius ;  all  these  together  forniing  an 
Ecclesiastical  C()llea:e. 

The  Chaplains  perfonncd  divine  service,  and  cele- 
brated masses  at  the  various  Chantries.  They  formed 
also  the  Choir  of  the.  Church.  Tliese  Chantries  were 
founded  at  various  times,  to  the  iionour  of  various  saints. 
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ajid  for  tlic  quiet  rest  of  various  souls — Canon  Clatt's 
among"  others.  Tlic  patronage  of  niany  of  these  Chantries 
^vas  in  the  liands  of  tlie  ]\Iagi.^tratcs  and  Council,  ^vho 
nominated  the  Chaplains.  The  revenues,  mostly  feu- 
duties,  were  payable  to  the  Chaplains,  and  v/ere  collected 
by  a  joint  collector  for  behoof  of  all.  Canon  Clatt,  in 
1459,  named  the  first  Hector,  Sir  John  Chaumer;  lie.  Sir 
John,  (bed  in  11  SO  :  and  at  the  ^lichaelmas  Head  Couii 
of  Guild  Jhethren,  held  on  the  Gth  November,  14S0,  a 
presentation  is  issued  to  Dominus  Andreas  de  Camera. 

The  next  notice  of  the  Hospital  is  in  l.")08.  In  that 
year  some  changes  were  made  in  the  Church  of  Saint 
jS'icolas.  Prior  to  this  date,  there  liad  been  the  Curate 
and  twenty- two  Chaplains  comprising  the  College.  By 
order  of  the  Bishop  the  College  is  reduced  to  sixtceen 
brethren,  "  Singers  and  Abill  men."  At  a  Head  Court  of 
the  Guildry,  huld  on  the  sixth  of  October,  150S,  th.e 
Provost,  Baillic'S,  Council,  and  Community,  agree  to  give 
for  the  upholding  of  Divine  Service,  "  all  their  perpctualo 
Chaplainries,  and  Saint  Thomas  Hospital  behig  at  their 
gift.  *  *  *  Sail  be  given  perpetuallic  till 
Sangistaris  that  can  sing  plain  sang  and  prik  sang  at  the 
lest,  and  speciallie  to  Barnis  Burgis  Sons,  native  men 
born  of  the  Toune,  before  all  others."  It  is  not  needful 
to  quote  more.  During  the  commotions  at  the  Ptcfor- 
mation,  we  fmd  the  Chaplain  had  difliculty  in  recovering 
his  rents — sues  often  for  them  in  his  own  name  in  the 
Baillie  Court.  In  1574,  ^Ir.  John  Kennedy,  the  then 
Chaplain,  lets  "  the  Hos}>ital  called  Saint  Thomas 
Hospital"  to  Johnne  Cuming,  for  £3  (Scots)  a-year — 
Cuming  finding  security  that  the  icnt  would  be  paid  so 
long  as  the  said  Johnne  occupies  the  said  Cha])pL'l. 

The  after  history-  of  this  Chapel  is  just  the  history 
of  nuich  else  of  the  Church's  gear,  slowly  but  steadily 
absorbed  into  the  City's  Commonwealth.  Long  prior  to 
the  acceptance  in  15G0  of  the  Confession  of  Faith  by 
the  country,  the  City  oi^  Ab^idoeii  had  been  taking  care 
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of  ilic  temporalities.  In  100:5,  the  Chaplains'  leu-duties, 
or  Khk  oinuials,  as  they  were  called,  are  ap]>ointed  to 
be  sold,  and  the  i)roceeds  stocked — the  revenue  to  be 
applied  for  })ayment  of  Ministers'  stipends. 

By  Hogging  on  the  shoulders,  flogging  at  the  cart 
tail,  riding  the  stang,  sitting  on  the  cutt}^  stool,  standing 
in  the  pillor}-,  and  a  variety  of  other  ingenious  contri- 
vances, uncleanness  was  to  be  checked,  and  the  ofiending 
Adam  svhipt  cut,  or  kept  under.  There  is  evidence  that 
these  penances  wcvq  long  continued  ;  but  there  is  none  to 
show  that  any  or  all  of  them  did  any  good.  In  the  l.)urn- 
ing  of  v/itches,  Aberdeen  held  a  leading  place.  Whatever 
freedom  the  change  of  faitli  brought,  it  did  not  for  many 
a  long  year  bring  IVeedom  from  the  gi*ossest  superstition. 
The  General  Assembly  issued  from  time  to  time  salutary 
admonitions,  and  the  scriptural  instruction  "  that  thou 
shall  not  sufler  a  v/itch  to  live,"  was  freely  pressed  on 
willing  ears.  A  few  instances  of  the  liberal  use  of  the 
stake  and  tar  barrel  are  given.  Unfortunately  they  are 
numerous,  and  strangely  like  each  other  in  their  revolting 
details.  It  is  matter  of  cpiestion  if  the  costs  of  these  re- 
peated spectacles  had  not  quite  as  much  to  do  with  their 
stopi)ago  as  a  sense  of  their  degrading  brutality.  That 
they  were  popularly  attractive,  is  shown  by  the  ever-re- 
curring cntr}^  in  the  accounts,  "  spars  to  withstand  the 
press  of  the  people,  yirof  there  was  twa  broken."  "  Item, 
for  a  spar  broken,"  and  so  on.  Witch  detectors  abounded, 
and  one  can  easily  conceive  how  the  informers'  vocation 
was  attractive  to  the  most  depraved  of  tlie  species,  offer- 
ing to  such,  afme  field  for  feeding  fat  some  ancient  grudge. 
The  last  witch  executed  in  Scotland  was  a  poor  woman  at 
Dornoch  in  17'22,  but  the  statutes  against  witches  were 
not  repealed  till  1750.  Not  very  far  from  our  own  door, 
in  lvS51,  one  Andi'cw  Dawson,  a  veterinary  surgeon,  was 
up  before  his  Kirk  Session,  on  a  charge  of  soicery,  and 
summarily  excommunicated,  fur  haviiiLf  cuied  certain 
diseases  by  means  of  "  chucky  stanes." 
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Ill  ]7o5,  ill  consequence  of  the  iinpoveri.sl)ed  condi- 
tion of  their  excliCf^ner,  the  Guild  Brethren  create  Tiie 
Additional  Fund,  as  narrated  in  its  proper  place.  A 
fervour  in  good  works  seems  to  inarlv  tliis  decade.  The 
latter  part  of  it  (1740)  sees  the  Magistrates  and  ]-)rincipal 
inhaA)itants  proceeding  in  procession  to  Woolmanhill, 
where  the}-  lay  the  first  stone  of  the  Infu'uiaiy.  They 
retura,  and  lay  the  foundation-stone  of  the  Work  House, 
on  a  piece  of  ground  purchased  from  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen, at  the  back,  of  tlie  Tovv'n-Iiouse. 

For  very  obvious  reasons.  Canon  Clatt's  house  and 
grounds  remain  unsold  till  1770,  and  the  product  price 
is  allocated  then  quite  in  keeping  with  the  previous  yields 
from  the  same  rich  lode.  Here,  as  else v/h ere,  the  Corpo- 
ration was  not  slow  to  discover  that  zeal  for  the  Cliurch 
v/as  useful.  To  it,  as  to  many  another,  "  godliness  was 
indeed  great  gain." 

Never  did  party  feeling,  in  a  small  way,  show  its 
influence  more  distinct^  than  in  the  interpretations 
given  by  local  writers  as  to  what  the  Hospital  of  St. 
Thomas  —  Chauntry  of  Canon  Clatt  —  really  was.  The 
new  reading  of  this  good  man's  testament,  it  may  bo 
noted,  was  made  some  sixty  years  after  the  sale  of  that 
tenement  and  land  of  his.  Again  in  1SG9,  the  previous 
writers'  blunders  are  repeated,  and  we  are  again  told  that 
Canon  Clatt  had,  for  the  rest  of  his  soul,  the  glory  of  the 
Church,  and  the  honour  of  St.  Thomas,  erected  "  for  the 
reception  of  poor  and  infirm  men  coming  to  the  Burgh,  an 
Hospital."  It  is  enough  to  say  now  that  this  monstrous 
figment  has  been  proved  to  be  another  of  the  many 
examples  of  "  the  wish  being  father  to  the  thought,"  the 
plain  truth  being,  that  Canon  Clatt's  Mortification  was 
not  for  an  Hospital,  In  1575,  after  the  Confiscations — 
after  the  acceptance  of  The  Confession  of  Faith — after  the 
Council  had  erected  "  An  Hosi)ital,"  v/dhln  St.  Tliomos 
Chapiydl,  poor  men  are  admitted.  They  arc  so  continued 
to  be  admitted  for  some  thirty  years.    In  1G09,  the  Town 
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Conncil,  Laving  no  donl^t  good  and  sufilcient  reason  for 
restricting,  do  re.-;trict  the  class  of  enti'ants  to  "Ye  IIos- 
pitall  of  yis  BurgJic,"  "  ^v]n■cll  they  liove  founded,"  to 
Guild  Brethren — Restriction  confirmed  by  Conncil  I^Iijintc 
of  1G31 — and  there  the  matter  rests  till  nncared  for,  and 
unrequii-ed,  the  house  and  grounds  arc  sold,  as  jireviously 
mentioned,  in  3  770. 

To  no  part  of  Scotland  more  than  to  the  Cit}^  of 
Aberdeen  was  the  Union  more  helpful.  Its  permanent  im- 
provement— its  enlarged  commercial  activit}' — maybe  said 
to  start  from  that  date.  A  recent  vi-itcr  has  well  said — 
"  Beuc^ath  the  aastere  and  formal  Larihnos.s  of  the  age  beat  warm 
and  passionate  hearts  ;  yearning  unconsciously  after  more  warmth  and 
light ;  full  of  a  sublime  love  of  p.-'rsonal,  civil,  and,  in  a  mistaken  way, 
religious  liberty ;  and  animated,  on  the  whole,  by  a  deep  reverence 
for  tlie  holiest  of  all  books,  and  an  implicit  faith  in  the  omnipotence, 
though  too  little,  perhaps,  in  the  mercy  of  a  divine  Providence.  Their 
vulgarity  was  the  result  of  iinperfecfc  education  ;  their  indecency  and 
drunkenness,  the  inevitable  revulsion  from  the  too  severe  and  bitter 
tyranny  of  Kirk  and  State.  Torn  by  civil  and  religious  strifes ; 
forced  to  win  their  bread  with  their  right  hand  ever  on  their  sword- 
hilt  ;  oppressed  and  hungered  by  famines  and  sieges  and  tlie  unrighteous- 
ness of  men  in  oflice  ;  engaged  in  an  intermittent  hand-to-hand  and 
foot-to-foot  struggle  with  the  ever  clamoroiLS  armies  of  kingcraft, 
priestcraft,  popery,  and  the  devil — is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that,  when 
after  the  Union,  the  country  began  to  emerge  from  this  ocean  of 
bloodtihed  and  famine  and  peril,  its  inhabitants  were  ignorant  and 
rude,  behind  in  arts  and  commerce,  and  not  so  well  educated  in  the 
hicnsdanccs  of  society  as  were  their  rivals  across  the  Tweed  ?  llather 
let  us  admire  the  splendid  patience,  the  indomitable  pei-scverance,  the 
sublime  obstinacy  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  the  sterling  indeixjudcnce  of 
character,  and  honesty  of  jiurposo,  that  enabled  this  people,  so  scattr'red 
and  poor  in  numbers  and  resources,  to  preserve  their  spirit  unbroken 
through  crises  so  tremendous  ;  and,  after  a  fieice  and  long-protracted 
struggle  Y>-ith  more  powerful  foes,  to  achieve  and  maintain  religious 
liberty,  and  complete  pohtical  independence.  From  the  day  on  which 
the  Union  was  completed  and  ratified,  date  the  commercial  greatness 
and  social  prosperity  of  Scotland.  On  that  day  was  consunnnated,  at 
least  potentially,  tiio  work  the  ItL'Volution  had  begun — the  comparative 
annihilation  of  the  power  of  the  nobles.  As  the  aristocracy  were 
depressed  and  circumscribed,  the  ]KVple  acquired  liberty,  and  rose  to 
something  like  dignity  and  power.     With  tiie  establi.-rhmcJit  of  the 
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parochial  system  of  schools,  crliicatiou  spread  through  the  massa^ ; 
^vith  peace,  and  freedom  from  civil  and  religious  broils,  commerce 
gi-ew  from  more  to  more,  until  its  ships  made  Avhite  far  distant  seas  : 
and  the  hcallhy  rivalry  which  si»rang  up  between  the  two  countries 
powerfully  (stimulated  the  trade  of  both." 

Just  before  tlie  Union,  (lie  population  of  Aberdeen 
numbered,  i-ouglily  csiiniaied,  five  thousand.  Isow,  it  is 
some  eiglit}'  thousand.  At  this  day  about  foui-  thousand 
pounds  is  spent  yearly  in  li-htinLi;,  ijiaking  and  mending 
streets,  thirty-five  thousand  pounds  a-ycar  fjrga^,  twelve 
thousand  pounds  a-ycar  for  water,  and  thirteen  thousand 
a-ycar  for  cleaning  and  draining  the  town. 

The  .sliii)i>mg  of  the  port  would  not  in  its  tonnage 
then  have  exceeded  that  of  the  herring  l»oat  fleet  wheh 
now,  every  evening  in  the  season,  leaves  its  harbour. 
In  distant  lands,  Aberdeen  built  ships  were  then  un- 
known. Now,  its  clippers'  ])rows  cleave  the  waters  of 
almost  eveiy  sea. 

To  tlie  record  of  names  that  follow,  an  endeavour  is 
made  to  give  interest  by  inserting  cither  direct  quota- 
tions from  documents  of  the  time,  or  the  writers 
own  digest  of  readings  Ijcaring  thereon.  He  did  not 
think  it  needful  to  load  his  page  with  foot-note  references 
to  the  authorities  used.  Those  interested  know  where  to 
lind  them,  and  to  the  general  reader  they  arc  often  an 
impertinence.  Whenever  there  seemed  to  be  a  philological 
interest  in  retaining  obsolete  words  or  phrases  they  have 
been  retained. 

The  list  of  Honorary  Burgesses,  given  as  an  Ap- 
pendix, is  brought  down  to  this  date,  if  not  held  to  be 
useful,  it  will  at  once  be  admitted  to  be, — ornamental. 

TJie  Town  House  oAicials  have,  with  ready  alacrit}^ 
given  all  the  hel[)  in  their  i)0wer,  and  Mr.  Frank  Shaw's 
skilled  aiid  ready  aid  tlie  writer  has  often  found  invalu- 
able; without  it  he  would  have  been  sceptical  of  liis  own 
accuracy. 

A.  \V. 

'2o  Bez  Stkli:t,  Aberdeen. 


'^i  bacli  lo  nnci£nt  tinus  iue  iiun, 

^^nr  baulb  forbears  bib  lucapon^  braliK 
£^0  fcfljt  for  ^ijracc  at  ^^^i^^^cf^i^^^^"-- 

gsnb  be  i^t  l^txotB  of  ^jarhlu. 
In  bain  bib  gonalb's  bagpipes  blalu, 

Srforc  th  braif  town's  burgess'  sluorb, 
Sljo'  gnuii  anb  gabibson  bib  fa', 

g.  yronb  ban  luis't  for  ^ou-accorb." 
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or 

(The  ^ciuu.  0t   €\nH  ai  Slbcvdccn, 

JFi'Oiii  14:30  to  lS7o, 
AND  SOME  OTHER  THINGS. 


1436.  Mm  of  lilur. 

;     .  Cmincll  Register,  vol.  iir.,  p.  117. 

It  is  ordained;  that  ilk  Burgos  havaud  fiftic  poundes 
in  glides  sail  be  haill  anarmcd  as  a  gentleman  auclit  to 
be,  and  the  Zeamau  of  lawcr  degree,  and  Burgesses  of 
twentie  pimdes  in  guds  sail  be  bodin  with  hat,  doub- 
let, or  habirgeon,  sword  and  buckler,  bow  and  schaif, 
and  knife.  And  heo  that  is  na  bowman,  have  a  gudc  axe 
and  sure  weapons,  as  is  foresaid.  And  tlie  Baillies  sail 
raise  the  paine  liercof  in  Burgh,  gif  it  beis  not  keeped, 
that  is  to  say,  of  ilk.  liarnished  man  four  shilliuges  at  the 
first,  audit  shillings  at  t])e  nixt,  a  markc  at  the  thrid 
dale,  ay  foorth  quhill  he  bo  weill  anarmed.  And  of  ill^ 
Zeaman  twa  shillin<^es  at  the  fust,  four  shillin«:::es  at  tlie 
nixt,  and  aucht  shillingcs  at  tlic  lluid,  and  swa  foorth, 
'luliill  lie  be  Weill  anarmcd. 
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It  iy  ordained  ihtxt  na  man  in  Bur-li  he  Ibundin  in 
Tavcrncs  of  wine,  aill  or  beir,  after  tlie  straike  of  nine 
houres,  and  the  bell  that  sail  be  rung  in,  in  the  said 
Burgh.  The  quhilk  is  foundin,  the  Alderman  and  Baillies 
sail  put  thern  in  the  kingis  prison.  The  quhilk  glf  they 
do  not,  they  sail  pay  for  ilk  time,  tliat  they  be  foundin 
culpabill  befoi-c  the  Chalmerlanc  fyftio  schillinges. 

Cuuncil  Jicfjidcr,  vol.   ill.,  p-    1-^- 

It  was  enacted  in  Council  this  year,  that  na  Provost, 
Baillie,  nor  oilice-bearer,  be  continued  in  his  office  lon"-er 
thaii  one  year,  and  that  the  Provost  40  days  after  he 
goes  out  of  ofllcc,  give  in  his  accounts  and  })ay  all  he 
owes  without  delay,  otherwise  never  to  enjoy  any  office 
within  the  toun.  It  is  iurtlier  enacted,  that  no  man 
spend  above  20  pence  sterhng  of  the  common  good,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Council. 

1439.  6ilbcvfo  gTcitiixs. 

Council  Pa- (jloter,  vol.  IIJ.,  p.  1C9. 

Pobert  Erskine,  Earl  of  I^Iar,  admitted  ane  Ilonorarv 
Burgess.  He  gave,  in  ane  white  purse.  Five  Shillings 
Scots.  Seemingly  the  beginni)ig  of  this  practice,  which  is 
continued  until  this  day — every  ordinary  entrant  Burgess 
handing,  on  admission,  to  the  Provost,  a  white  purse, 
with  5d.  in  it. 

1440.  3.„^„^y  of  (Tulanc. 

Council  licjl-idr,   vvl.   v.,  p.  045. 

The  haill  three  Estaites  nane  dissentand,  lies  or- 
daijied,  that  halir  Kii'ke  be  krip<^d  in  f)-(M'«lome,  and  na- 
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man  vexe  Kirk-mcn  in  ilicir  i)ersones  nor  glides,  under 
all  charge,  that  they  may  in-rin  against  God  and  our 
Soveraine  Lorde  tlie  Kingis  Majestic. 

1444.  Jn  this  year,  WiUiam  "White,  Shoemaker,  is 
convicted  by  an  assize  for  entei'taining  in  his  house 
players  at  Cards  and  Dice,  and  he  is  appointed  to  refrain 
from  so  doing  under  pain  of  ]>anishment. 

1448.  ijiuuaiie  of  C!M\U{. 

Council  Hcfjistcr,   vol.  v.  j*-  31. 

1450.  ■■  'sLlectiif^  iuU  in  g'cOiliii 

But  no  name  given. 
Council  JiCijhtcr,  vol.  v.,  p.  31. 

1451.  Cluncanc  of  (llait. 

^  Vol.  v.,  p.  34. 

1452.  '  So. 

,,  .    r-   744. 

1453.  iiicl);ui)  of  irmiorc. 

,,2^.  7C5. 

1454.  go. 

,,      2>.  775. 

1455.  .       §£1. 

,,       2K    'SI. 

1457.  ^n  restriction  of  the  nudtitude  of  sellers,  it  is 
seen  spei«lful  he  the  estaite  of  clergie,  and  the  harrones, 
and  statute  by  the  King,  that  there  sail  na  persones  but 
abill  and  of  ^rude  fame,  and  that  have  at  least  three  scr- 
plaithes  of  his  ain  gudes,  or  else  the  avile  thereof  com- 
mitted till  hiin,  and  sellers  in  merchandise  be  free  men  of 
borrowes,  indwallares  witliin  burgh.  And  since  that  wo 
have  both  a  King  and  a  law  luiivcrsal  throughout  the 
rcalme,  we  should  liave  but  a  mecte  and  measour  generall 
to  serve  all.  Tliat  is  to  say,  ane  poynte,  ane  (piart,  quhilk 
wa>^    L!"tven   bi    the   oi-dinanee   «»f  the   three  estates,   Sehir 
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John  Forrester,  that  time  being  Chahnerlane  into  tlic 
burgh  of  Stirling. 

Anc  fn-lot,  half  firlot,  and  peck,  are  also  arranged, 
descnbed,  and  anc  stendert  sent  till  Aberdeen,  aneither 
to  Perth,  and  the  thiid  to  EdinburMi,  and  now  to  be 
proclaimed  tliere  as  the  measures  fra  the  Feast  of  St. 
Michael  next  to  cum. 

1459.  John  Clat  founds  a  Chaplainry  to  the  honour 
of  Saint  Thomas  the  ]\1  art}^" — grants  a  piece  of  ground  to 
the  east  of  the  Chmcli   of  Saint  Nicolas,  with  a  house 

DomintipvJohannes  ChaAvmer  its  Master  and  Rector — vests 
the  riglit  of  presentation  to  the  Chaplaincy  in  the  Town 
Council — and  dies,  some  six  weeks  after  having  completed 
the  deed  of  foundation.  Is  this  wortliy  John  the  Canon, 
any  relation  of  that  Duncan,  the  Dean,  Avho  ruled  as 
above,  noted  from  144:8  to  1-152? 

1468.  Mobcrt  of  (Lulaue, 

^  \ol  VI.,  i>.  21. 

1469.  riablir  Cofnsonc. 

<^  ^  ,,      p.  w. 

1470.  ilobcrt  of  CLuIanc 

^  ,,       p.   121. 

1471.  (Oilbcrt  ijf  iVuiior. 

,,       p.  IGO. 

It  is  statute  and  ordained,  that  considering  the 
greatc  i)0vertie  of  the  Realme,  the  great  expenses  and 
coast  made  upon  the  in-l)i-inging  of  Silk  in  tlie  Rcalme  : 
That  therefore  na  man  sail  weare  silkes  in  time  cuming, 
in  doublet,  gowne  or  cloakes,  except  Knichtes,  I\Linstrelles, 
and  Ib'rauldes:  without  that  the  wearer  of  the  samin 
may  spend  ane  huiidreih  pundcs  woorth  of  land  rent, 
under  the  ])ainc  of  amerciament  to  the  King  of  twentic 
I'ound,  ak  ol't  as   tlifv  ar  f)undin  wearand  silkes,  and 
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esclicitiiig  of  the  saniin,  to  be  given  to  the  Iloi'aulJcs  and 
^.lin.strelles,  except  the  claithes  that  ar  maid  before  this 
Pcirliaineiit. 

1472.  glnbrt^j  .^chiicrj. 

■  '  '    ''  Council  Ilryidrr,  vol.  VI.,  ]>.  273. 

1473  to  1480.  IDuriiig  these  years,  it  is  repeatedly 
stated  that  tliere  Avas  no  election.  The  Provost  acted. — 
Vol.  y^.,  p.  335. 

Alexander  C'outts  allowed  hy  the  Coinicll  to  I'eceive 
one-sixth  of  a  penm'e  fi'oni  every  iii-e  liouse  within  the 
Burgli,  for  keepiiig  the  causeways  clean  and  rejjairing 
them.  In  the  same  year,  tlie  Provost,  ^ragistrates,  and 
Council,  Avith  the  community  assembled  in  Head  Court, 
agreed  to  tax  the  town  in  a  sum  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  blocking  up  the  harbour  in  haste;  it  was  likewise 
ordered  that  if  any  person  sent  his  goods  out  of  town, 
and  himself  go  away  from  the  defence  of  it  while  in 
danger,  his  goods  shall  Ijc  escheated,  and  himself  banished 
for  year  and  day  ;  and  if  he  liad  any  tack  from  the  town, 
it  shall  be  taken  from  him,  and  his  liouse  pulled  down. 

Council  Jif'jlstcr,  vol.   vi.,  p.  COS. 

Castle  of  Aberdeen  ordered  to  be  furnislied  with  all 
kbids  of  implements  of  war,  especially  the  loug  spear. 

1482.  For  twent}-^  yeai's  no  election  is  recorded. 
"  I'he  ricver  Ivlwaixl,  callinix  himself  Ivincj  of  Encrland," 
had  promised  his  minion  the  Duke  of  Alban}',  the  title  of 
King  of  Scotland,  if  he  took  as  wife  Edward's  daughter, 
the  Lady  Cm -cilia.  Albany  had  got  (piit  of  liis  lii-st  wife, 
a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Orkney,  by  divoice,  and  had 
marrir-d   Anih-   de   la    Tour,    daii-hter    of   the    Count    of 
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Auvcrcgne.  If  it  had  suite  J  liis  puqjosc,  he  could  ]iavL> 
likely  got  lid  of  her  l)y  the  same  incaiis.  It  is  not  ou 
record  that  he  did,  hut  Edward  used  Alhany  and  Douglas 
to  disturh  the  weak  James  III.  and  his  Ivingdoni  for 
years.  The  terrors  of  the  Bridge  of  Lothir,  the  l.tutchery 
of  the  King  after  the  battle  of  Sauchieburn,  the  nuserable 
condition  of  tlie  finances  of  most  of  the  Royal  Burghs — 
our  own  no  exception — any  one  of  these  is  explanation 
enough  of  the  condition  of  Aberdeen,  and  much  else. 

Nae  person  sal]  presume  to  0})e]\  his  shop  on  the 
Sabbath  day,  under  pain  of  paying  a  Pound  of  Wax,  or 
its  value,  to  St.  Nicolas  Church. 

1483.  The  Council  ordained  that  in  all  tiine  coming, 
the  inhabitants  shall  keep  their  arms  ready  in  tlieir  shops 
to  assist  the  Provost  in  his  ofiice  when  called  upon. 
The  principal  Mason  working  at  Saint  Nicolas  Church 
is  to  be  allowed  yearly  £1  10s.  2Jfd.  sterling;  and  it  is 
further  appointed  by  a  Head  Court,  that  no  Provost, 
Baillie,  or  Office-bearer,  do  spend  more  of  the  Common 
Good  than  its  free  produce,  to  prevent  the  Town  being 
brought  under  debt,  and  that  if  he  should  do  in  the  con- 
trary, he  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  the  same  out  of  his  owji 
pocket. 

1484.  It  was  agreed  upon  in  a  Head  Court  that  the 
town  should  be  taxed  for  defraying  the  charge  of  an 
organ,  and  for  tliat  purpose  a  certain  stent  shall  be  fixed 
upon  for  all  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine  in  the  town.  On  the 
28th  September,  the  Town  Council  and  Head  Court 
unanimously  agree  that  all  officers  shall  be  kei)t  till 
Monday  next  after  their  home  coming  from  the  East, 
whithei-  they  arc  now  going  to  besiege  Berwick. 

1485.  All  the  Town's  .Mills  set  to  David  Menzies  for 
sL'Veii  years,  he  ])ayiiig  of  yearly  rent  £1  B3s.  4il.,  a)id 
obliges  liimsi.-lf  (n  pav  all  needful  repairs. 
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1486.  This  year,  in  the  monUi  of  October,  WilUam 
Kenned}',  Constable,  constituted  in  the  Town-House 
after  the  Fair  was  proclaimed.  Alexander  Chalmers  and 
Andrew  Culleii,  two  of  the  Baiilies,  are  named  his 
deputies  till  tlie  market  should  be  over. 

1487.  Statute  and  ordained  that  the  Magistrates  of 
any  Burgh  sliall  only  be  chosen  for  one  year,  aud  that 
every  oue  of  tlie  dilferent  ci'afts  or  trades  shall  have  a 
vote,  and  that  no  Captain  or  Governor  of  any  Castle 
shall  bear  that  or  any  oflice  in  town,  but  merchants  and 
ind wallers  only. 

1489.  Lord  i'orbes  enters  Aberdeen,  carrying 
James  lll.'s  bloody  shirt  upon  a  lance,  and  endeavours 
to  excite  the  people  to  join  with  him  in  revengmg  their 
murdered  piince, 

1490.  This  year,  James  the  IV*^^-  had  a  complaint 
made  to  him  that  Sii-  John  Ptutherford,  of  Tarland,  was 
too  often  made  Provost.  The  Kinor  wrote  askincr  the 
Council  to  give  an  exact  account  of  the  grounds  of  com- 
plaint against  "  las  friend  Sir  John"  and  of  course  con- 
firmed him  in  his  ofhce  tiiat  year. 

1494.  Tope  AJexander  gratifies  that  excellent  pre- 
late. Bishop  Elphinstone  of  Abeideen,  by  granting  a  Bull 
for  erecting  ane  University  at  that  j)lace.  He  was 
originally  of  Glasgow,  but  after  he  became  Bishop  of 
Aberdeen,  he  endeavoured,  by  building  Bridges,  erecting 
Schools,  and  reforming  the  people,  to  make  the  North  vie 
with  the  South  in  poliiencss  and  manners. 

1495.  The  sum  of  os.  G'^d.  is  given  to  Alexander 
Menzies  for  defraying  his  charge  to  go  to  the  King  and 
endeavour  to  procuie  a  licence  from  His  Majesty  for  the 
inhabitants  to  stay  at  home  from  the  war,  to  defend  their 
own  town  from  theii"  old  enemies  the  Enirlislj.      C)n    t]\it 
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11th  July,  it  is  ordained  b}'  the  Magistrates,  Council,  and 
whole  connnunity,  that  all  tlie  freemen  of  the  liurgh  sliall 
appear  on  ]\londay  next  in  their  hi^^t  ahhcizimcni  {or  war. 

The  Magistrates  and  Council  being  met  at  V/oohnan- 
hill,  there  keepuig  up  the  ancient  and  agreeable  custoui 
of  the  Burgh,  lojig  used  by  their  honoura))le  }>redecessoi-s, 
chose  Thomas  Leslie  and  liobert  Cullen  coiijointh'  as 
Abbot  and  Prioi^  of  Don- Accord,  to  exercise  the  said 
office  for  the  year,  and  be  allowed  os.  (j'-d.  out  of  the 
Common  Good,  to  be  paid  thom  this  day  twelve  month. 

14.97.  Magistrates  and  Council  ordain  that  One  Tun 
of  ^Vine  and  some  Torches  be  provided,  to  be  given  as  a 
pi-opine  to  King  James  the  IV^^'-  on  coming  to  this  Burgh. 

1501.  -  ^       .         ,  ..     rr  y    CnU)idIl:v'J.,7-ol.  \n\.    n.   0. 

(   ^u&rrfo  (L'aUaiir.   ) 

The  Dean  of  Guild,  with  his  Council,  ordain  that  na 
man  sailim?  to  Dantzik  shall  be  admitted  a  free  Bui'irher 
under  5s.  6'^d.  sterling.  And  it  is  appointed  that  James 
Cummin,  Physician,  receive  ten  merks  Scots,  that  is 
lis.  IJd.  sterling,  until  such  time  as  he  bo  appointed  in 
a  Nett  Salmoji  Fishing,  either  in  Midchinglo  or  Foords, 
grassum  free,  to  induce  him  to  remain  in  town,  but  he  is 
to  pay  the  same  yearly  rent  as  olhei's. 

(   (Liiibnt  ^Icndr:;.     ) 
{  ^nbrriu  (Lulbnc.   ) 


j   (liilbn-t  ,Hlcn-:ic:J.     ) 
"(   ^iibvrtij  (inUanr.   j 


/..  -281 


(   .Vamc:;  (Coliiionc.     ) 

1504.  ■>        ;.    ,  ,,    ^    .  -  ..  /^3S0. 
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>/ 


Tlie  Council  for  koopini^  \i])  Iho  anr-ioril.  cnsiom  used 
in  iho  rmi-gh  in  lionour  ut  Saint  Nicolas,  ordain  thai  all 
the  Burgesses,  with  their  sons  tliat  are  able  to  ride,  do 
Avith  their  Lest  ai)parcl,  ride  with  the  Abbot  and  Vr'iov  of 
Bon-Accord  thr<jugh  the  town,  according  to  use  and  wont^ 
when  ^^•arned  for  so  doing  by  '^\y  Lord  vVbbot  and  Pi'ior  ; 
and  if  any  iiuin  wlio  lias  a  tack  of  salmon  iishing  from 
the  town,  and  able  to  ride,  being  so  warned,  and  does  it 
not,  shall  lose  his  tack,  nnless  he  can  give  such  an  ex- 
cuse as  to  the  Council  shall  1)0  fjund  i-elevant  ;  au<l  all 
other  jX'rsons,  not  tacksmen,  that  ai'c  duly  called,  and 
able  to  ride,  and  fail  in  so  doing,  shall  i)a3'  Is.  8d.  to 
Saint  Nicolas  Work. 

The  fore-mentio]ied,  worthy  ])i'.  Cumins,  JMediciner, 
seems  eagerly  to  have  been  wished  to  remain  in 
the  Burgh ;  whether  the  increasing  ]>rcvalence  of  "  the 
sickness  of  Naples,  and  infirmity  of  France  "  liad  anything 
to  do  with  this,  does  not  appeal'.  Vjj  an  act  of  Council, 
all  sufferinrr  from  it,  are  ordered  to  abstain  from  holding 
intercourse  Avith  baker,  brewei*,  or  butcher ;  and  all 
light  women  are  to  desist  from  the  vice  and  sin  of 
venery,  work  for  thei)' subsistence,  or  be  branded  on  the 
cheek  with  a  key  of  hot  iron,  and  their  houses  pulled 
down. 


^nbvclit  (Lalbnc. 
1505.  ^      ^,  -^s  |- IV.  VIII., /'.  :.0(;, 


),. 


The  iMagistrates  and  Council  aj^point  that  all  the 
Corporation  of  Craftsmi^n  within  the  Burgh,  do  march  on 
Candlemas-day  ensuing,  in  regular  order,  to  wit:  lh>t 
tile  FlesluMs,  then  the  Barbers,  Bakers,  Slioi-makers, 
Skiuners,  Ct.>op''rs,  Wiights,  Jlat  Makeis,  J5. .inx-t  .Makers, 
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Wakoiv;^  I.itsters,  Weavers,  Tailoi-s,  Gold.siniilis,  Black- 
smiths, aud  oOier  Hammermen,  and  thai  Uiey  shall  man-li 
two  and  two  together  severally,  and  each  society  to  have 
their  proper  pageant. 

Magistrates  and  Council  oi'dcr  the  sum  of  Cs.  Sd.  to 
be  laid  out  on  Wine  and  Spirits  against  tlie  King's  birth- 
day. 

(     J'licmn:;  Leslie,       *) 

1507.  <        ^\.,      ..     ,  ^  To/,  viir.,  i>.  750. 

Tlie  nmnl.K'r  of  Brewers  of  Ale  is  found  to  he  in  the 
Even  Quarter,  37 ;  in  the  Crooked  Quarter,  85  that  are 
free,  and  0  nnfree  ;  in  the  Green  Quarter,  32  free,  and  G 
unfree;  in  Footdee  Quarter,  23  free,  and  11  unfree;  in 
all,  153. 

(     §'olin  (Tcilifionc.      ) 

Beef  and  Mutton,  appointed  to  be  sold  at  2Jd. 
sterlinL,^,  and  the  Barrel  of  Salmon  for  4s.  7d. 


(    vi  hcm;i:i   (i  h;i:;omcr.  ) 
1509.  -{    ^^  ..  :.  [vol. 

(    Dir.u'aiT  (Lolin.'ionc.    J 


VIII.,  2'.   1013. 


Every  Corporation  of  Ciaftsmen  within  the  Burgh 
shall  provide  one  pound  Torches,  honestly  made  of  four 
]K*und    wax,   to   decorc  and   wc»ishi]->   the  Sacrament  on 
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Corpus-CTjiistus-da^^  Paclic-day,  That  of  ilic  Resurrec- 
tion, and  ail  otlier  times  needful  fur  tlic  honour  of  the 
Town. 

1510.  iobn  CuKanc,         vui.  vm.,  /'.  wii 

The  Council  and  whole  communit}^  figree,  that  every 
good  and  lionest  householder  shall  contribute  one  half 
penny,  and  ever}'  one  of  tlie  poorer  sort,  the  third  of  a 
pe]niy,  for  every  fire  house,  to  be  applied  for  cleaning  and 
reddinjj-  out  the  Loch,  and  what  remains  over  after  that, 
to  be  ap^jlicd  for  building  the  Mills. 

1511.  -l     ^  \  Vol  IX.,  ;>.  33. 

.   (  ^lafvich  g^^Iic     j 

Town  taxed  to  pay  Gunnei's'  fee  for  six  months,  in 
£5   sterling,  and  for  fitting  up   tlie   Blockhouse  for  the 
Artillery,  and  to  pay  four  able-bodied  men,  who  are  to 
give  the  advertisement  of  the  approach  of  the  English 
fleet;  two  of  them  are  to  stand  at  the  Bilt  House  beyond 
the  Avater,  and  by  fire  as  a  beacon,  advertise  the  other 
two  watching  on  tlie  Castlehill ;  one  of  whom  shall  ring 
the  Connnon  ]]cll  for  advertising  the  Inhabitants.      In 
this  year  the  Queen  of  James  the  IV.^'^  i)aid  a  visit  to  tlie 
City.     "  At  a  short  distance  from  the  Town,  tlie  Queen 
was  met  by  the  Burgesses  in  their  biavest  arra}',  when 
four  of  theii'  body,  young  and  trusty  gallants,  apparelled 
in  velvet  gowns,  advanced  with  a  pall  of  velvet  cramace, 
under  which   the  Piiucess  took  lier  seat,  and  was  con- 
veyed in  this  manner  towards  the  Burgh,  amid  repeated 
discharges  of  Ai-tillery." 
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f  |amc5  Colisonc.    ) 

1512.  -]  I  Vol.   IX.,  ;..    140. 

(  vi'ljonins  Mans.    J 

This  year,  the  wonder  of  the  woild,  tlie  Scots  slii[) 
tlie  Great  Micluicl,  vras:  soJJ  by  the  Duke  Albany  to  the 
French  Government,  with  liei-  anus  and  outfit,  for  Foi'ly 
Thousand  Francs  tournois. 


1513.  '      ilamc  left  Han: 


Vol    XJ.,  jK   '2C,9>. 


1514.  ]   ^    ^  I      Vol.  VI..  p.  SOS. 
(  ,^1uiuair  (Toli^onc,  J 

Council  oi-dain,  that  no  fresh  Salmon  be  sold  till  once 
presented  at  the  Market  Place  for  sale, 

,,,,  f  |amc5  CoCisonc.       ) 

1515.  i    (vx    .  r     ^'^^-  i-^M  P-  '»oc. 
(  ^(llilliam  iloUanb.    J 

Council  appoint  that  the  Boll  of  Wheat  be  sold  at 
one  shilling  sterling  ;  and  the  Loaf  weighing  2G  ounces, 
for  the  sixth  of  a  penny. 

f  ;^\mm^  (i-olisonc.      ) 

1516.  -'  y    Vol.  IX.,  p.  02:>. 
(  (Iclidiam  lIoIiauL).     J 

James  the  V.^^  often  visited  Aljcrdcen,  and  showed 
gi-cat  favour  to  the  family  of  :\Ienzie?,  who  for  many 
years  wisely  governed  the  town  ami  kei)t  it  in  order. 

1517.  2^gain  the  .^Jamc  e  ivo  tlcaib'p. 

Vol.  IX.,  p.  7C0. 

Council  and  community  agree  to  give  the  Earl  of 
Iluutly  throe  parts  of  the  towji's  be^t  Artillery,  with  their 
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pertinents,  to  lie  sent  at  tlieiv  exj)cn.se  to  Sntliciland,  fui- 
attacking  and  winning  the  Castle  ot  Dnniobin,  in  co]i- 
sideration  of  tlie  townsmen  liaving  libert}^  to  remain  at 
home. 

(  3.(cva]iLicr  !iicbrfovb.  ) 

1518.  <     r.,      ,.  v»     ,.  >  Coiinnl  J!<y.,voI.  X.  P.O. 

I  ilillidiaiu  ijoKaab.    j 

The  Provost,  Gilbert  I^I'enzies,  is  a]»])ointed  to  go  to 
the  King  and  Couiicil,  juul  j'aiso  Lawljorrows  against  the 
Lord  Forbes,  on  account  of  the  great  op])rcssion  and  cruel 
spoil  done  to  the  Borrougli  hy  liiin  in  its  Fishings  and 
Freedom  Lands. 


1519.  ■{     .       ^  --  y  Council  Jiej.,  vol.  X.,  p.  121. 


forb. 


1520.   \  ^ 

i  liobevt  iil0n.^jc.^. 


1521.    •]  f 

(  iu.'^pcr  CLullanc. 


Council  Reg.,  vol.  x.  p.  239. 


} 


The  Magistrates,  by  order  of  a  letter  froni  tlie  King, 
resigned  their  ofli  ce  ;  and  a  new  election  being  proceeded 
with,  John  CoUinson  was  clioscji  Provost.  Hale  Com- 
munitie  ratified  this  election  made  by  the  King's  letter. 

1522.    -^      riaUli)    "J^lllLtCVaOn.     J>CoMNa7 /iW/.,  ro/.  xi.  ^  ISJ. 
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It  wa-s  agreed  iliat  the  To\vn  shall  be  iaxod, 
£58  Gs.  cSd.j  for  libert}^  to  the  inhabitants  to  stay  at  lionic 
and  not  to  attend  the  Host  at  Koslin  Mui]-. 

1523.  •<  Y  Council  I!ci/.,  vol  XL  2>.S:^G. 

(  yabib  3^ubcr.^ori.     ) 

1524.  <   ^  ^    ^  y  Coiaic'iin.<j.,vvi  XI.  ikAS3. 

(  (!eHUi;im:  ,lIoU;ln^.    ) 

(Gilbert  J\!enzics  the  Provost,  and  ]3aiHie  Collinson, 
chosen  Coniniissioiicrs  to  King  James  the  lY^^'-  Ins  first 
Parliament  ;  and  they  are  to  have  Eight  Horsemen  in 
their  train,  and  be  allowed  Cs.  8d.  for  their  charx-e. 

(  iJcilrcrt  Sllonsc^.      . 

1525.  ■',  --     -^  «     Coundin<'fj.,  vol.  XI.  p.  030. 


.] 


(  eilillVam  ^lolTanb 

On  August  10th,  this  year,  a  letter  from  the  King 
procured  at  the  solicitation  of  Bishoj)  Gaviu  Dunbar, 
is  sent  to  Sir  John  Paitherford  and  Thomas  Menzies  of 
Pitfodles,  Sherifts,  ordering  them  to  search  for  those  who 
owned  the  heresies  of  Luther  or  used  his  books,  and  that 
the  Act  of  Parliament  thereanunt  should  be  published, 
whereof  an  extract  was  sent  to  all  foundin  holding  those 
heresies,  or  reading  those  books. 

1526.  <   c!3cornc  iii!^.aact.      >CounriU!.'g.,roi.xu.  p.  ]. 
(  ilolicvt  !^Uop.^rfj.     ) 

Commissioners  chosen  for  settling  the  I'owns  Lands 
and  Fishings  for  5  years,  but  not  to  any  oi:  the  ]K'rsons 
who  are  concerned  airt  or  pairt  in  the  cruel  jnurder  com- 
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mittcd  nncler  silence  of  ilie  Jiight,  by  AlcxaiK-ler  Seaton 
of  Mcldruin,  John  Leslie  of  "Warclhoiisc,  Williaii)  Leslie  of 
Balquhaiii,  Alexander  Leslie  of  tiial  ilk,  and  tliL-ir  sons, 
who  muidered  four  score  persons  or  thereby,  at  the 
solicitation  of  John  Collinson,  elder,  and  his  accomplices, 
on  Sunday  night  the  1st  October. 


1527.  <,    Sol)U  ,i!;itv;in.  Lconnciinrr,.,roi.\u.p.'2so. 


Departed  the  seventh  da}^  of  January,  tliis  year  of 
God,  the  forcjiamed  laird  of  j\leldruin,  Alexander  Seaton, 
quha  was  slayne  by  the  Maister  of  Forbes  in  the  Provost 
Houiss. 

S^klw  Satrnir. 

Council licg.,  vol.  xii.,  ;>.  433. 


(     e'')Oi)U  ^  atrnir.      ) 
1528    J  '^         y 


The  communit}^  agreed  to  indent,  a  few  excepted,  with 
My  Lord  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  for  keeping,  upholding,  and 
preserving  his  Bridge  over  the  Biver  Dec  for  themselves 
and  their  successors,  so  long  as  the}'  bruiekcd  peaceably  the 
lands  of  Ardlair,  given  and  assigned  over  to  them  by  his 
Lordshiji,  but  if  the  stud  lands  should  be  evicted  from 
them  or  their  successors,  either  by  law  oi-  reason,  then 
they  shall  no  longer  be  obliged  to  uphold  said  Bridge, 
but  from  their  own  good  will  and  pleasure  or  benevolence  ; 
and  fu]-ther,  with  this  provision,  tliat  the  money  arising 
from  the  profits  of  said  lands  shall  be  put  in  a  sure  keep- 
ing for  upholding  the  said  Bi'idge,  and  not  be  disposed  of 
any  other  way,  and  that  there  be  three  keys  made,  one  of 
them  to  bi'  ke}>t  by  tlie  Chapter,  another  by  the  Provost, 
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aiKl  Uie  lliiid  by  tl\e  Piincipal  Deacon  of  ihc  CVaftsmon 
of  ALcrJecD.  Tliis  bond  to  be  made  out  in  ilic  .surest 
form  to  tlic  effect  aljovc  written. 

(    'M\n\  ^ilnthrrfovii.   ) 

1529.  -<      Z    ',        I,    ■"  yCouncll  J?e(j.,rol  xu.,p.C><J\. 

I  ^oljii  iratvan.        j 

Ko  Burgess  shall  purchase  a  Lordship  (over  the  toun), 
under  pain  of  losing  liis  freedoiJi.  Connnissioners  sent 
to  the  King  to  complain  of  Arthur  Forbes  of  13rux,  i^or 
killincj  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Burgh. 


r  xluncaiT  d'oUi.'ionc, 


} 


1530.  ^         -,  '.  ^^  Y  Council  Her/.,  vol.  XIII.  ]>.  3 

(    guiicau  rljai; 

The  Town  serves  Lawbori-ows  against  Pitsligo, 
Tolquhon,  Corsinday,  Brux,  Echt,  and  some  othei-s  of  the 
name  of  Forbes;  and  my  Lord  Forbes  finds  caution  before 
tlic  King's  Council  at  Perth,  for  his  own  and  his  friends 
good  behaviour  towards  the  Town  of  Aberdeen. 

(  J^Iionva:;  Hlcn^.ic;;  .of  |]itfobbcl!;.  )  coundi  iieg., 


|,jmooDci!;.  ^ 
^lanin;tonir.  ) 


^^''^-  ^  gmbvdw  Culf^ff  of  |;;uut;;toiur.  \     v-  "-y->- 

Treasurers  and  Deans  of  Guild. 

Sheep  Tallow  appointed  to  be  sold  at  Gd.  per  stone, 
and  Nouts  at  5d. 

(  JIioma!i  Jljciuicf;  of  |.]iifabbcl:;.  ^  coundincr,., 
^^"'^- 1  ^Ic.vanbrr  ©rair.  j      p.  50. 

Deans  of  Guild,  and  :Maisters  of  Kirk  and  Brig  Wark. 
The    Council    having    under    consideration    a    war 
threatened  ac^ainst  the  Kingdom  by  the  English,  ordain 
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that  a  Llockhouse  be  built  at  the  Sandiicss  of  30  loot 
leiigtli,  IS  bruadth,  the  walls  .shall  be  G  feet  thick,  and 
as  high  as  Thomas  ]\[e]izies  and  Alexander  Gi-ay  shall 
judge  ex))edient. 


lAcoo    j  ?S[c,r;inbcr  iluihcrrorb.    ) 

It  is  ordained  at  this  time  tliat  Avhat(;voi-]K'rson,  being 
in  liLvalth,  shall  nbsont  liimsolf  two  Sabbaths  from  his 
Parish  Cluu'ch,  shall  pay  8d.  sterling,  to  be  applied  to  St. 
Nicolas  Work. 


loo^,.     <    ~-  — -       6  >  CoKHctl  Hr'j.,  vol.  \iy.  ]>.  4oO. 


%ln,  i^Juthcrforb,    ^ 


Many  at  this  time  hoped  that  James  the  IV^^'-  would 
give  his  aid  to  realise  the  wish  to  have  "  One  God,  one 
Emperor,  and  one  Cliiuf  Priest";  wliilc  many  more 
declared  tliat  his  Avhole  Council  was  "none  else  but 
papistical  clergy." 

^^^^'  11.0  eUdmi  lUiiuiicb. 

Cov.ndl  Rrii  ^  vol.  xv.,  [>.  7. 


Propine  foi-  the  King  against  his  coming  from  lloss- 
shii'e  ordeivd  to  be  ready,  to  wit: — Two  puncheons  of 
Avinc,  six  stones  of  wax,  and  three  dozen  i)ounds  of 
schorsht'ts. 

(  D:ib'ti  ^»!:Dci-iciin.     ) 
1536.    \  (Ow'I'Ci- Ciil!:i:^        r'^'o«;/tv7Av.'A,'W.  w. />.  21:. 
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Tlicsc  gentlemen,  individual]}',  lield  Uieniselves 
elected,  and  scemin^l}^  were  eleeted,  Baillies,  Deans  ol' 
Guild,  Treasurers,  and  Mai.sters  of  the  Kirk  and  Brig 
AVark. 

About  this  time  at  a  Head  Court,  Commissioners  N\'ere 
chosen  for  setting  the  lands  of  Ardlair  to  country  farmers 
and  not  to  gentlemen.  They  arc  accordingly  lot  in  tack 
for  5  years.  One  ] plough  of  the  Intov.'n  at  the  rate  of 
lis.  l;;d.  sterling  yeai-ly,  and  tl.'C  other  three  ploughs  at 
the  same  rent;  and  the  plough  on  outside,  at  Jos.  4d.,  all 
of  them  to  reside  on  their  tacks,  and  pay  homage  and 
carriage  as  usual. 

CoiuicU  Rig.,  vol.  xvi.,  p.  407. 

James  the  V*'^-  in  Paris,  in  love  with  the  beautiful 
but  dyi]]g  ]\lagdelene,  daughter  of  the  Frencli  King,  is  re- 
ported as  "  foolishly  running  up  and  down  the  streets  of 
Paris,  accompanied  by  a  servant  or  two,  buying  evoiy- 
thing  himself,  thinking  himself  uidvnown,  yet  passing 
cartel's  point  witli  fmger,  saying  "  There  goes  Le  Boi 
d'Ecoisse."  He  married  her,  brouiiht  the  fragile  exotic 
]iome,  landed  with  her  at  Leith  on  AVhitsun'  Eve,  and  ere 
Midsunnnci-  buried  her,  marrvimr  airain  in  a  few  months 
that  widowed  daughter  of  the  ])uke  of  Guise. 

Cuunc'd  ]i<[i'isUr,    vol.   xvi.,  p.  '10. 

Tiio  Mastci"  of  Forbes  charged  with  a  design  to  .shoot 
the  King  with  a  Culverin,  as  he  jva.s.sed  through  Aberdeen 
t.>  hold  a  ju^tieeaire.    lie  was  executed:  so  also  was  about 
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tliis  time  tlic  Lad}^  Glammis,  licr  offence,  wilclicrafl,  for 
the  v.liieli  ihoy  hiinnjd  tins  noble  woman. 

r  ?\lcvanttcr  ruitbcvfovb.  ) 

1539       -<  ^        ^  r    CouncU  Ji'r;/.,  vol.  xvr., 

Piiir  Craftsmen  of  tlie  IJuri^di  of  Aberdeen  complain 
tliat  tliey  have  to  i)ur.sue  upon  Assize  in  actions  distant 
fra  themselves,  fourty,  fiftie,  and  sixtie  of  my  lies  ;  they 
know  nathijig  thairof  mair  nor  thai  that  dwallls  in 
Jherusalera. — 1\ emeid  granted. 

r    ^Ic^'anbcr  ilutfjcvforb. 
(    Svk^^anbfr  Xltcbolsouit, 

Eventful  years  fur  Scotland  follow.  "  James  the  Y^^'' 
King  of  the  Commons"  dies,  saying  in  allusion  to  tlie 
Crown  having  come  by  a  daughter  of  Bruce  to  the 
Stuarts,  "it  came  with  a  lass,  and  it  will  go  with  a  lass." 
Little  recked  the  dying  King  of  what  that  lass  would 
live  to  do  ami  suffer.  ]Mary  was  five  days  old  at  her 
father's  death. 

Of  the  la)-ge  number  of  Chanti-ies  attached  to  the 
Church  of  Saint  Nicolas,  odds  of  twenty  of  tliem  had  been 
founded  or  largely  enriched  up  till  this  date  by  Burgesses' 
gifts,  in  lands,  gold,  houses,  and  vestments.  A  body  of 
Keformers  from  the  south,  under  ])i-etencc  of  godly 
Reformation,  attacked  the  great  spire  of  Saint  Nicolas, 
and  attempted  to  level  it  to  the  ground.  The  citizens 
battled  them;  but  next  year,  aided  by  some  of  the  in- 
habitants, the^e  fellows  entered  the  ]'>lack  Friars  and 
(bey  LViars  Blac-e,  s[)ulzeing  and  Lakin' awa  gudes,  gear, 
tiuimer    wark,  and     furniture,    together   with    the     lead 
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fivm  the  Ore}'  Fi'iai-.s  Kirk.  Tliey  Avcre  about  to  i-cniuve 
the  roof,  .sclates,  Szc,  Avlicii  tin.-  macri stratus  interfered  ami 
cojifi.^catcd  tlie  Luikling,  togetlier  Avitli  its  gokl,  silver, 
and  1)1  ass  work,  to  tko  furtlicrancc  of  God's  glory,  and 
His  true  word,  and  prcacliers  thereof.  "  Oli  woful  Abii*- 
dene,  by  thy  sins  tliir  scourge  was  laid  U])on  tliee."  Sir 
George  Gordon  of  Haddo,  the  Laird  of  Gight,  the  Lai  id  of 
J)rLun,  and  ane  hundred  horsemen,  with  some  footmen, 
seize  the  Provost,  the  Dean  of  Guild,  and  two  of  tlie 
I'lineipal  Buigesses,  and  rode  off  with  tln'm. 

■i.v/i-i      1        ^  ^  f  (.'oiuicU lli-ij.,  vol.  WW. ^ 

^^^^'i    6i(bcvt  |y.o[isonc  |         v-'^y 

The  freemen  of  the  Burgh  dwellin  landart,  ai-e 
orderit  to  repair  immediately  to  the  town  and  reside 
therein  for  its  defence,  under  the  pain  of  losing  their 
freedom. 

1542.  %\\\\^'\^  §]ibcrsoun. 

Coi'iiiil  Ji'ii/.,    rnl.    xvn,    p.   ^HG. 

Johnc  and  l\ol»ert  the  Town's  Common  Minstrels,  at 
til  is  time,  passe  thro'  all  the  rowis  and  streetis  at  live 
hours  in  the  morning,  and  betwixt  aucht  and  nync  at 
<-vcn. 

ic/jo  J  "  (  Council  He/.,  vol.  xvn., 

'"{  3(cv;inbcr  Uutljcvfov^.  j'  ''■  ^*'- 

It  is  ordainitthat  the  white  and  claret  wine  imported 
lat.-ly  into  the  Town  l)y  a  French  shi}>,  shall  be  sold  at 
'■^-   'Jd.  sterling  Ih".'  ])int,  under  pain  of  escheating   tlii^ 
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r  31cV;i,]iLicv  iUUhcvforb.  )  , 

1544.  -(        -'.r       ;    -^^    r  r  P  -H'.l 

[   (inlhnt  lUadsonc        )  ^•~   ' 

James,  Earl  of  Ari"an,  Govci'iior  of  tlic  Rcalme,  and 
tutor  ai>i)ointe(l  to  licr  Queen's  Cnaco  ^laiy,  coniing  to  tlie 
Town,  it  is  aj^pointed  to  bo  given  liim,  one  tun  of  wine, 
one  last  of  beoi-,  llu'ec  stones  of  wax,  and  lhirt3'-S!X 
pounds  eon  fee ts. 

C  ?«(cV;raLicr  Aiullunfoib.  ) 

Mt-At-     )     ^  —        -  r    Conned  L'rf/.,  vol.  sww.. 

At  a  Head  Court,  convened  IGtli  Januai-}',  l^rovost 
Mcnzio.spublically  resigned  hisolTiee  intotlie  connnunity's 
liands,  Avhercupon  tlic  ^lost  Noble  and  flighty  George, 
Earl  ITinitly,  Lord  Gordon  and  ]3adenoeb,  was  unani- 
mously elected  Provost  until  Micliachuas  next;  and  he 
being  present  gave  bis  great  oath  of  fidelity,  faithfully  to 
administer  said  oflice  and  defend  the  Town's  liberties. 
Immediately  after  the  said  Lo)"d,with  consent  of  the  haill 
toun,  appointed  Thomas  Menzies,  his  depute  in  oflice,  of 
the  which  ofiicc  the  said  Thomas  accepted. 

^tTAr*     )       "  ^  [    Coiinal  Jir/.,   ruf.  \\K., 

1546.  •<     ...,,     J   -vv  r  (  j>.  '2-2S. 

I  Cjilbcd  ^Holi^.onc        )  ^ 

In  ^lay  of  this  year,  departit  David  Betoun,  cairfull 
cardenall,  without  iie^^iu'c/u  Etcrnani  and  licquicscai  iii 
Face  sung  for  his  soule. 

1547.  'vTI)':  fianic  (boo. 
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1548.  cTbc  fi'ainc  Ito 


1549.  §0. 

1550.  §0. 


To/.  XX.,  p.   100. 
IW.  XX.,  ;>.  207. 


JV.  XX.,  y).  A72. 

From  1.54G,  the  Earl  of  Iluntly's  ])owl'1-  seems  to 
Jiave  beeu  used  to  keep  in  oflice  as  many  of  the  .sons  of 
tlie  cluircli  as  lie  coiilJ.  The  whole  Town  is  taxed  in  the 
sum  uf  £S3  Gs.  8d.  sterliii;^-,  for  hiring  100  sluuL  jjicji  to 
help  to  defend  the  Town  aijainst  the  Engli.sh,  Avhu 
threatened  to  invade  it  in  this  summer  of  lo50. 

r  Qnbi!)  Bnv.  ) 

1/j*t1       )  '  (    Couucd  lU'i.,  Vol  XXI., 

■  1  5Rv.|.lninch|;uib£rfoa|'  ''■'"'■ 

'J'he  Council  agree  to  propine  the  Governor's  (J race, 
being  the  first  time  of  his  coming  to  Town,  with  Ihe  sum 
of  £5  lis.  IJd.  sterling  for  wine  and  spiccries. 

1552.  (Cbc  5.;mie  <iv)a. 


March  the  2nd  of  this  year,  the  haill  toun  being  ad- 
vertised by  hand  beJl,  did  convene  in  the  Tolbooth,  where 
they  imanimou.sly  agreed  to  set  in  feu  all  the  lauds  and 
fishings  belonging  to  the  Town,  which  were  confirmed 
lately  to  the  community  by  a  m\v  charter  from  Mary 
their  Queen;  at  same  time  they  choose  Thomas  Menzies, 
Thomas  Chalmers,  Alexander  Rutherford,  David  Mar, 
Kobert  Lumsden,  Alexander  Knowles,  and  Walter  Cullen, 
tlieir  lawful  and  irrevocable  Commissioners,  giving  full 
power  to  theiii,  or  the  major  part  of  ibem,  to  set  tlie  .said 
land.s  and  water  fishings  suitable  to  the  terms  in  the  new 
conilrmed  charter. 


])o.  do. 
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l053.  -.  -•  >-       \'ul.  x\i.,  /).  513. 

t    IJatrich  lilcnues       ) 
'^^^'^-  ibh  .^^anvr:  ibo. 

1555.  jijv^ 

n(».         do. 

Provost  ]\rcnzle.s  and  Lailllo  ]Mar  are  cho.^cn  Cuin- 
missioncrs  to  tlic  Parliauient  about  to  be  ]>.oldcn  at 
Edinburgli,  and  XI  13s.  4cl.  sterling  is  allowed  tlui  Pro- 
vost for  his  expenses,  and  lioJf  tliat  sum  voted  to  tlie 
Baillie. 


Deans  and  Treasurer; 


Vol.  xxH.,  j>.  lis. 


1557.  J      -"  ^  L  |'^/_    ^xni.,  p.  430. 

The  Provost  sent  Commissioners  to  the  Parliament 
at  Edinl)urgLj  avIio  were  to  liave  the  Queen's  marriage 
with  the  Dauphin  of  France  under  their  consideratiun. 
Tlie  Town  taxed  in  tlie  sum  of  £38  Gs.  8d.  to  be  paid  fur 
a  licence  to  stay  at  home,  and  not  repair  to  tlie  Host  at 
Fallamoor.  Tlie  Pi-otestant  religion  begins  greatly  to 
prevail ;  the  Poman  Catholic,  being  still  the  established 
religion  of  the  country,  great  controversies  were  at  this 
period  taking  place  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  in  the 
interests  of  the  two. 


ia:co        (    llatricli  iuitlicvforu.  ) 
1558.       i  ~     "  f ''^ 

(    .^loliJi  il\ui:JOuib         } 


I.  xxni.,  j>,  Oib, 
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It  is  staiulo  and  ordained,  that  in  all  time  cunnnln 
na  manor  of .  Y)evson  be  cliuscn  Jlohcrt  J  hide,  nor  Little 
John,  Ahh&t  of  Unreason,  Qv.ccns  of  May,  nor  olhevwisc, 
noutlier  in  Burgh  nor  to  Landwart,  in  ony  time  to  cum. 
And  gif  an}^  Provost,  Baillies,  Counceli,  or  Gonmunritie 
cliusc  sik  ano  Personage  as  liohcrt  Hade,  Little  John, 
Ahhotis  of  Unreason,  or  Queens  of  May  Avitliin  liurgli, 
tlic  diusers  of  sik  sail  tine  their  freedome  for  the  si)ace  of 
five  zeii'es,  and  otherwise  sail  ho  i)unished  at  the  Queenis 
graeo  ^vi]l,  and  the  acceptor  of  sik  like  oilice  sail  Iji; 
banislied  forth  of  the  Pealme. 

1559.         <     -■  ^'-^  y  Vol.  xxni.,  p.  28. 

1560.  ^i^^  c^.,^^^^  ^.^.^^^ 

^  Vol.  XXIII.,  ;j.  233. 

Tlic  Chai)lains  of  the  Saint  Nicolas  Kii-k  compeared 
before  the  Magistrates  in  the  Tolljooth,  and  presented  a 
petition  in  ^vriting,  in  which  they  I'epresented  that  they 
Avero  certo.inly  authorised  tliat  certain  persons  in  tlie 
southcni  parts  of  the  kingdom  at  their  own  hands,  and 
without  any  authority,  destroy  kiiics  and  other  religious 
places,  also  the  ornaments  belonging  to  them ;  wherefore, 
they  desire  the  ^lagistrates  and  Council  to  take  without 
loss  of  time  all  }»ro[)er  measures  for  preserving  their 
Parish  Kirk  from  j-uin  ;  also,  to  take  the  silver  work  and 
other  oiJiaments  belonging  thereto,  into  their  sure  kee])ing 
until  all  ui)ioars  and  tunudts  be  brought  to  traiiquillity. 
This  petition  being  ivad  and  coirsideivd  upon  deliberatelv 
by  the  CouiK-il,  ihoy  uiianimously  agreed  to  triinsport 
out  ol   the  Kirk  the   Town's   Kvidents.  silvej-   w..i-k,  and 
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othei"  costly  oi-nauicnts,  and  put  the  same  into  sure 
kee]>ing,  and  ordered  an  inventory  to  be  made  out  of 
them  ;  afterwards  tliey  are  delivered  into  the  custody  of 
Provost  Menzies,  David  j\Iar,  Patrick  Ptutherfoid,  and  i\[r. 
Cullane.  This  chai-ge  these  gentlemen  accept,  and  agree 
to  account  for  it  to  the  Magistrates  ^vhen  called  for. 

r  palvicli  3acinicj^.  )    ^      •/ ;> 

•t  cn-t        )        »'                      -■'         v^  f       Covurd  l;ei).,rnl. 

lOOi.    -N      .,.  .  r      xxiir.,  ;>.  25G. 


(  iUi.  (Oforge  Itlnbbcdotiin 


Tlie  whole  Town  being  convened,  consent  to 
assist  the  Congregation  accoixling  to  their  power,  citlier 
with  men  or  money,  as  the  Council  shall  fmd  most  ex- 
pedient, provided  tht-y  interfere  nothing  against  the 
Queen's  Grace  and  her  authui-it3\  The  Council  being 
convened,  they  stent  the  whole  commnjiity  in  the  sum  of 
£33  Cs.  8d.  sterling,  for  furnishing  forty  soldiers  to  be  sent 
to  the  Congregation. 

1562.  Cbc  jsnmc  flua. 

Council  Ii(rj.,  vol  xxiw,  p.  S. 

This  day,  2Gtli  June,  a  Head  Court  was  advei-tised  by 
the  hand  bell,  to  meet  in  the  Town  House,  to  witness  the 
sale,  by  puT)lic  roup,  of  the  silver  and  brass  work,  with 
other  ornaments  belonging  to  the  Parish  Kirk  of  Saint 
Nicolas,  which  are  to  be  soM  to  those  who  offer  most,  and 
the  money  to  be  applied  to  the  connnon  gooi  of  the 
Burgh.  The  amount  realized  was  about  £45,  the  silver 
fetched  one  shilling  and  fourj)ence  ])er  ounce. 

1563.  ]\\\\  ('3covi)c  nJnbOcltolmi. 

Cvu)idl  ?i'i/.,  vol.   XXV.,  ;>.    107. 
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IL  is  ordaiiieJ  tliat  the  mono}'  arising  from  tlio  sale 
of  the  silver  work,  S:c.,  formerly  belonoinfr  to  Saint 
Nicolas  Kirk,  and  now  in  tlic  liands  of  Patrick  Menzies, 
Treasurer,  be  applied  fur  building  the  Pier,  and  Quay- 
head,  and  Bridge  of  Don,  and  fur  }>urchasi]ig  artillers'  and 
amnuuiition,  and  that  the  said  money  be  api)lied  to  no 
otlier  nse. 

1564.  ^ht  same  Jlcair. 

About  this  time,  oiie  Chaloner,  an  Knglish  mercliant, 
liad  given  so  much  satisfaction  in  trading  with  Russia, 
iliat.  an  intercourse  was  entered  into,  and  tlic  Great  Duke 
sent  one  of  liis  chief  nobles  as  Ambassador  to  En^dand 

o  > 

under  Chaloner's  care.  The}'  had  thi-ce  shi})s,  and  that 
which  carried  the  Ambassador  and  Mercliant  was  wrecked 
near  the  Black  Dog.  Chaloner  saved  the  nobleman,  but 
Avas  himself  drowned.  The  country  people  seized  ever}^ 
article  that  could  be  found  of  the  wreck.  The  Magistrates 
of  Aberdeen  kindly  treated  the  Ambassador  and  his 
retinue,  and  safely  convoyed  them  to  London. 

1565.  Cbc  55umc  Dean. 

Council  Rcrj.,  vol.  xxvii.,  ;?.  9. 

Queen  Mary's  husband,  Francis  2''<^-  of  France,  after 
holding  rule  in  Scotland  for  little  more  than  eighteen 
months,  died.  The  Queen's  training,  love  of  admiration, 
beauty,  and  cultivated  tastes,  drew  crowds  of  aspirants  for 
her  hand.  Elizabeth  watched  with  keen-eyed  jealousy 
— is  cuiious  in  her  inquiries  about  "  her  lovely  face." 
!Mary  dances,  sings,  and  as  she  herself  said  to  Pv,an- 
dolph,  enjoys  herself  "like  a  Burgess'  wife."  On  bleak 
Corriehie's  side,  the  old  Karl   of    lluntly  lay  dead  ;  his 
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sou,  Sir  John,  Mary  saw  beli(.'adcd  0]i  the  Castlegatc 
of  Aberdeen,  and  tliere,  in  thai  City,  tlic  capital  of 
Iluntly's  princi polity,  she  was  honourably  received  with 
spectacles,  plays,  interludes,  and  other  things,  as  they 
could  best  devise.  They  present  her  ^^■ith  a  cup  of 
silver,  double  gilt,  with  500  crowns  in  it,  and  wine,  coals, 
and  wax,  as  much  as  will  servo  her  during  her  being  here. 

1566.  ^r  -.  Conndinoj., 

31c  being  now  a  Dai  Hie. 

At  this  time  Aberdeen  suffered  greatly  by  its  ad- 
hesion to  the  Eoyal  cause,  the  iidiabitants  being  often 
severely  assessed  and  plundei'cd  by  the  Covenanters. 

1567.1  -^  S^:ifosouir.  \counciinrrj.,voixxwi. 


C  p.  430. 


The  words  jnit  by  the  Poet  Laureate  into  the  mouth 
of  Mary  Tudor,  may  well  rise  to  ours  : — 

"  Mary  of  Scotland — after  mc 
Is  heir  of  England  ;  and  uiy  Koyal  Father, 
To  make  the  Crown  of  Scotland  one  with  ours, 
Had  marked  her  fur  my  brother  Edward's  bride. 
— Your  King  stole  her  a  babo  from  Scotland, 
}    '  In  order  to  betroth  her  to  the  Dauphin." 

That  Daupliiu-husband  is  dead,  ^lar}-  a  widow,  and 
Darnlcy  the  weak  ambitious  scion  of  the  House  of  Len- 
nox, is  created  Duke  -of  Albany,  in  order  to  become  a 
second  husband  to  the  Queen.  The  ill-assorted  union,  de- 
nounced by  Knox,  aiid  praised  by  every  pai>al  agent,  soon 
became  to  Mary  as  distasteful  as  to  the  nation.  Dainley 
"  passed  up  and  down  his  lane,"  it  is  said,  "  and  few  durst 
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bear  Jiiiii  coiJipaiiy."  Tlicadvont  of  the  G"'-  Jaincs,  owned 
by  Daniley  as  his  son,  drew  the  weakhn^^  no  closer  to  l)is 
Queen  and  wife.  Though  lying  ill,  i^Itiry  Icfthiin,  and  rode 
twenty  miles  over  rough  road  to  visit  and  console  Earl  Both- 
well  at  liis  Castle  of  llermitaxice.  The  Earl  then  suflorinLf 
fi'Ojn  a  wound  received  in  condjat  with  Elliot  of  the  Park. 
The  Warden  of  the  i\Iarches  followed  closely  up  the  hold 
he  had  on  JMary's  lieart.  She  niaiiaged  to  get  lier  hus- 
band to  take  u})  his  icsidenco  in  the  house  of  the  Pnn'ost 
of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Saint  ]\Iary's-in-lhe-Fiel<]s  ; 
there,  m  tlie  Queen's  own  bedroom,  underneath  her  )uis- 
bands',  a  large  quantity  of  gunpowder  is  placed — Bothwell 
with  his  own  hand  ai'rangingit — buying,  thc}^  sa}^  in  case 
of  their  needing  liglit,  six  half-penny  candles  fj-om  Geordie 
Burn's  Avife  in  the  Cowgate.  About  midnight  the  Queen 
visits  her  sick  lord,  leaves  shortly  after  with  Botliwell 
for  a  ball  at  the  Abbey,  and  about  two  o'clock  of  the 
morning  an  explosion,  shaking  Edinburgh  to  its  centre, 
takes  place,  and  Kirk  o'  Field  is  scattered  in  fj-a'^nents. 
In  the  garden,  next  day,  with  marks  upon  his  person  of 
liaving  been  strangled,  lay  the  second  husband  of  the 
Queen.  The  intentions  of  Mar^^  and  of  Bothwell  were 
soon  fulfilled.  It  is  reported  of  the  Queen  that  she  said,  in 
speaking  of  Bothwell,  "  I  care  not  to  lose  France,  England, 
or  my  own  countiy  for  hnn,  I  would  go  with  liim  to  the 
world's  end  in  a  white  petticoat."  This  infatuatioji  con- 
tinued; and  on  the  loth  May,  the  reckless  scheming 
Bothwell  became  the  third  husband  of  ]\Iary  Stuart. 
In  less  than  three  months  after  she  ceased  to  reiii^n,  abdi- 
eating  in  favour  of  her  son. 

^'^^^^-  (The  s:\inc  tmo. 
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The  tlircc  cstaites  unJcrstaTKling  lljai  llic  jurlj^diction 
and  autlioritie  of  the  Lisliop  of  Koine,  called  ilie  Pape, 
used  within  this  Rcalme  in  times  by-past,  has  not  only 
been  contumacious  to  the  eternal  God,  but  also  hurt- 
ful and  [irejudiciall  to  our  Soveraincs'  authoritic  and 
common  weal  of  this  rcalme.  Therefor,  it  is  statue  and 
ordained,  that  the  Bishop  of  Home,  called  the  Tape,  have 
na  jurisdiction  nor  authoritic  within  this  Pvcalme  in  ony 
time  cumrning. 

15o9.  ■{  .       -       -  Y    \  ol   xxvii.,  ;;.    lot. 


i»ob(rt  ^Vlnuic:;.  ) 

"  The  Confession  of  tlie  Faitli  and  Doctrine  belecved 
and  professed  by  the  Protestants  of  Scotland,  exhibited  to 
the  estatis  of  the  same  iii  Parliament,  and  be  their  publick 
votes  autliorised,  as  a  doctrine  grounded  u])on  the  infal- 
lible word  of  God,"  is  at  this  thne  priiited  and  freely 
circulated  over  the  country. 

^^^^  cLhc  same  iliio. 

^  ]  ol.  XXVII.,  ;).  390. 

1571.  na 

^'  „  „         306. 

Act  8S  of  the  Second  Parliament  of  James  the  Sixth, 
of  date  28th  August,  1.571,  clearly  settles  that  the 
destcnation  of  all  landcs,  roomes,  and  possessions  holden 
of  Frieres  or  Nunnes  within  this  Realme,  sail  be  to  our 
Soveraine  Lorde  ;  and  so  settled,  without  doubt,  they 
were. 

1572.  ^ri,e  ,,;,„,e  iix.o.     ,,,,,,,„„,,,,,. 

1573.  ,r,,. 

,,     XXVIII.,  I'.   10.'. 
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1574.  <     -  -  lo/.  xxviii.,  ^).  21»0. 

^^'^^'    .  (Lbc  %:\]ya  fiucr. 

>l  ft  OJi- 

For  several  years,  fourteen  Elders,  seven  JJeaeons, 
and  the  Chief  Magistrate  had  been  exercising  authority 
over  the  people  in  the  matter  of  nioi-allly.  Thciy  had 
assistants  who  in  market  and  every  public  phace  watclied 
for  offenders  ;  incontinence,  foul  speech,  and  a  variety  of 
delicate  and  dirty  matters,  were  held  to  be  directly  undo- 
the  Sessions' control.  Graduated  punishment,  from  sitting 
in  sackcloth  in  the  Cliurch,  standing  with  paper  ci-own 
circumscribed  with  ofienee,  duclving  at  the  crane,  to 
burning  07i  the  cheek,  and  banishment,  were  the  deterrent 
aireneies  of  the  time. 


^^'^^'  Cbc  same  Hm 

1577. 


Vol.  XXIX.,  p.  8. 
„    p.  2S2. 

(  3(c.v;iui}cr  Cullcn. 


g^. 


1 


1578.  -i  '-•--—  -—    I        „      „   ^.521 

(  Gilbert  6\:\]),         ) 

AduKi'le,  whoredom,  and  fornication,  which  are  all 
contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  having  been  negligently 
overseen  and  not  regard  it,  it  is  ordanit,  that  all  bordeleris 
})arlots,  and  manifest  whores,  panders  who  are  persuaders 
of  maidens  or  men's  wives,  be  banishit  the  towji. 

1a:7q     f     ^^(Cr.  eh'.ldnCl.v  of  e  Ullli-..     Xcouudl  Rr.,.,rol. 
)..,.'.  C      xxix.,;>:SJU. 
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John  Craig,  }»Ioderator  of  tlie  General  Assembly  of 
]  577,  a  colleague  of  Joliii  Knox,  and  since  the  death  of 
Adam  lleiiot  in  1574,  Hefonned  Minister  of  Aberdeen, 
resigns  his  charge,  and  is  appointed  Chaplain  to  King 
James.  Cj-aig  assists  at  the  consecration  to  the  see  of 
Aberdeen  of  David  Cunningham,  Sub-Dean  of  Glasgow. 
The  Avar  of  words  between  absolute  Papist,  Prelatist, 
and  Presbyterian  is  very  keen  at  this  time.  The  son  of 
a  JBurgcss  of  Perth,  appninied  to  \]](i  see  of  vSt.  Andrews, 
told  the  peoj)le  that  there  wei'C  thi'ce  soils  of  Bishops, 
— 'My  Lord  Pislio}),  My  Lord's  Bishop,  and  The  Lord's 
Bisliop ;  while  the  learned  Melville  writes  :  "  \\q  have 
now  maintained  for  five  years  a  warfare  against  pseudo- 
Episcopacy,  and  have  not  ceased  to  urge  the  adoption  of  a 
strict  discipline — we  have  ju'esented  to  his  Majest}'  and 
the  three  estates  of  the  kingdom  at  diflerent  times, 
and  recentl}"  to  the  Parliament,  which  is  now  sitting,  a 
form  of  discipline  to  be  enacted  and  confirmed  by  public 
authority.  The  King  is  favourably  inclined — almost  all 
the  nobility  are  adverse.  The}"  complain  that  if  pseudo- 
Episcopacy  bo  abolislied,  the  state  of  the  kingdom  will  be 
overturned  ;  if  Presb3"tery  be  established,  the  Iloyal 
Authority  will  be  diminished  ;  if  ecclesiastical  goods  are 
restored  to  their  legitimate  use,  the  Pvoyal  Treasury-  will 
be  exhausted.  They  i)lead  that  Bishoi)S,  Abbots,  Priors, 
form  the  third  estate  in  Parliament — that  all  jurisdiction, 
ecclesiastical,  as  well  as  civil  pertains  solely  to  the  King 
and  his  Council — and  that  all  the  ecclesiastical  property 

should  g;o  into  the  excherpier In  fine,  they 

iudjre  accordiuLT  to  the  dictates  of  the  carnal  mind,  and 
not  according  to  the  revealed  will  of  God.  May  God 
show  mercy  to  his  Church  and  remove  these  evils." 
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r   SiJlirruim'  Hcn^ic.^j,  (!:lbcr.  )      ^      .  „ 

1'iftA       ^  -■'        -  r  Council  Jien, 

^^"-  1  gabi^D  s.ii;)(v!.ou.         I  ™'.  XXX.. ,.  .c«. 

The  Noljles  still  struggle  all  over  the  kingdom  to 
keep  ill  clieck  the  widening  influence  of  the  people.  The 
young  ]Cing  makes  a  favouiite  of  Esmc  Stuai't,  nephew  uf 
the  late  Earl  of  Lennox,  wlio,  though  he  had  pi-()foss(-d  the 
reforn\ed  faith,  is  ^'et  suspected  of  being  an  eiuissar}^  of 
Kome  and  the  house  of  Lorraine. 


1581.    ■  (T'ljc  ^ame  iim- 

Council  Jicy.,  vol.  xxx:,,  j).  520. 

No  Burgess  of  Guild  permitted  to  wear  a  ]^laid  and 
blue  bonnet.  If  one  may  judge  by  accounts,  still 
extant,  of  the  dress  of  the  Brethren  of  the  day,  we 
may  well  wonder  at  its  gay  plumage.  Hei'e  ai'c  parts 
of  the  contents  of  one  wardrobe  : — A  cloak  of  line  silk, 
with  black  lining  and  silver  clasps,  a  velvet  bonnet,  with 
acorns  of  gold  and  target  of  gohl,  staming  breeks,  pesman- 
ted  with  gold,  staming  schanks,  garters  of  grey  tatlety 
with  pesmantis  of  gold,  a  casakine  of  damask  with  pesa- 
mantis  of  silver  and  long  buttons  of  the  same,  a  gown  uf 
violet  staming,  lined  in  the  breast  with  serge  and  bounden 
with  velvet  round  about,  a  French  black  cloak  lineil  with 
satin  in  the  breasts,  and  bordered  with  six  broad  edLriniirs 
of  velvet  round  about^  a  doublet  of  Lyon's  canvas. 

158*^  J  -"  \  Council  y.V'/.,   Vol.  XXX., 
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At  iliis  time  the  an'IioIc  coimtiy  vras  in  a  ferirjont, 
the  Kaid  of  KuUivcn,  aiid  Gouiic's  coiispiiaey  increasing, 
if  it  WLTG  possible,  the  uneasiness. 

1583.  ■[    •^^■^■''''^"'   ^'''^^'''    I  Council B^g.,  vol.  xxxr., 


1534.  z\t  !;;iuu:  tluo, 

1585.  rio. 


]"(//.  XXXI.,  ;>.  52]. 


C5S. 


Among  the  Lansdownc  IMannscripts  in  the  Britisli 
Muscinii,  is  one  entitled  :  "Letter  fioni  the  Lurgcsses  of 
Aberdeen,  in  Scotland,  to  Lord  Bui'ghley,  to  desire  his 
friendly  assistance  in  behalf  of  Andrew  King,  their  fellow 
citizen,  and  other  merchants,  liis  partners,  whose  ships 
were  plundered  by  some  English  pirates."' — August,  15S5. 

1586.  ^Irr.vukv  ilniluMfcvii. 

^  "  Vol.  xxxn.,  ;\  48. 

By  the  ill-conditioned  rabble,  the  nolile  Melville  was 
called  "  ambitious,  and  of  fiery  humour."  The  adherents 
of  the  Bishop  of  Ptome  claimed  controlment  over  externals 
and  inteinals  of  the  Church.  This  the  Kincc  also  claimed. 
]\lelville  and  the  leading  Ministers  were  opposed  to  either. 
The  plot  of  the  Master  of  Gray,  betrayed  James  at 
StirHng,  and  drove  Arran  into  banishment;  and  again,  a 
new  combination  disturbed  the  nation. 


1587. 


f    ^Kimci  .Vilonn.     |  c'o..ozi?.7..vof.xxxii., 
i     .,         ...        r  v.  250. 


Mary  Stuart  had  now  been  a  prisoner  for  nineteen 
years.     Elizabeth  feared  and  hated  her.     Mary's  own  sou, 
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James  the  Sixth,  scored  not  to  care,  find  Elizabetli  caused 
her  niucli-dreaded  and  once  povrei-fiil  ri\al  to  be  he- 
headed  in  Fotherini^-a}'  Castle,  on  Sih  February,  loS7; 
looking  more  the  Queen  in  her  deatli,  than  slic  had  ever 
done  in  her  life.  Her  last  words  were  :  "  Into  Thy  hands 
I  coinniend  my  spirit,  for  Tliou  liast  redeemed  me,  0 
Lord,  Tliou  God  of  truth." 

1588         /  S:>mt;;  .?domi.     1  ,,««c.77.v,.,«,^xx.„.. 


Many  now  held  tliat  their  best  mournincr  jiMrment 
was  a  coat  of  steel.  The  clans,  Scot  and  Ker,  at  oiice 
ravage  the  Enghsh  marches — James  is  indignant,  Henry 
the  Third  of  France  angry — the  good  Queen  Bess,  with 
pious  horror,  declai'cs  her  ignorance  of  the  crime — while 
the  Spanish  Monarch  hastens  on  his  preparations  for 
the  invasion  of  England. 

1589  f    5\tf^-"^^"-    <^'"'(f»-  \councUJ!e,.,rol. 

Hunt!}"  and  his  friends,  encouraged  by  promises  of 
support  from  Spain,  broke  out  into  rebellion.  The  King 
advanced  as  far  as  Aberdeen,  where  Huntly  and  his 
partisans,  unable  to  resist,  were  obliged  to  submit. 

I'JQn  /     ^^^^^^'^'^    ^'^^'^-       X  Council  Rrr,.,  vol  xxxu,. 

^^^^'  )       ^  ,  .       ^  f  p.  790. 

From  this  date  we  have  no  t\vo  occupants  simul- 
taneously of  the  DcaTicj'v.  In  the  Convention  of 
Koyal  Bui'ghs,  which  met  at  Aberdeen  in  June  this  3'oar, 
many  matters  in  disj)utc  between  "  the  Burgesses  and  the 
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administration  of  tlie  To^vn,"  ns  Jvenncdy  woj-d.s  it,  were 
up  for  discussion;  witliout  doubt  that  Convention  settled 
the  illegality  of  these  double  elections,  and  for  ever  stopt 
them. 

1591.  ,?J;uuc;;  ^i\m\.     1S202.28 

Council  RojlMa',  vol  xxxiv.,  /).  4. 

The  first  constitulional  appointment  for  one  liundred 
years;  this  has  continued  without  brcalc  for  these  last  two 
hundred  and  eighty-four.  To  follow  to  the  grave  in  black 
clothes  the  remains  of  Kennedy  of  Carinuck,  constable  of 
Aberdeen,  costs  at  this  time  the  payment  of  ten  pounds, 
"\vhi(;h  wc  find  is  made  to  the  Maister  of  Kirk  and  Brig 
Wark. 

1592.  gjv.  |]icl]nvi)  gvbinn. 

Council  Register,  vol.  xxxiv.,  ;^  555. 

The  Citizens  equipped  themselves  in  arms,  and  there 
in  the  Grey  Fi-iars  Church  met  to  oppose  the  elections  ; 
instead  of  fighting,  they  deputed  three  of  the  sitting 
Magistrates  to  mediate.  This  these  deputies  managed. 
The  high  contending  parties  met  each  other  peacefully  on 
the  Woolmanhill,  hence  the}'  went  to  Church,  and  heard 
a  sermon  ;  afterwards,  over  a  friendly  glass  at  the 
Cross,  they  finished  up  the  day  and  the  clectioirs  of  that 
year  in  amity. 

1593.  golnv  ?:illii:if. 

Council  Rr,j.^  vol  xxxv.,  p.  2. 

James  the  Sixth  visits  the  town,  horrows  two  thou- 
sand merks,  and  goes  south. 
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1594.  ^Icrimbn  (i-hinu. 

Council  Ji'"j.,  V'.'l.   xxxvi.,  }>.  2. 

Tlic  K.ii'k  of  Scotland  is  in  this  year  declared  "  to 
have  now  conic  to  perfection,  and  (lie  greatest  pmit}' tliat 
ever  she  attained  unto,  botli  in  doctrine  and  di.sciijline,  so 
that  her  ])cauty  was  admiral  tie  to  foreign  Ivii'ks."  Com- 
forting words  these,  no  doubt,  to  one  side  uf  the  liousc  at 
ari}^  rate. 

1506.  ■    ^-Mh  CuvaiK. 

Council  Ji'''ii.,  vol.   XXXVI.,  p.   o\)2. 

Our  Sovereign  Loi\l,  with  a<I\'ico  of  his  esktites  in 
this  pi'csent  parliament,  ratities  and  conhrms  the  act  and 
statue  maid  in  his  liienes'  Parliament  .  .  in  fa\'uurs 
of  the  free  burrowes  of  this  llealme,  and  their  liberties 
and  priviledges  against  unfrcc  traflicrjuers. 

1593.  ciliKiaitt  gun. 

Council  L'i'j.,   vol  XXXYJ.    ;>.   C3I. 

Item,  for  circling  Sliypaek,  Cjuha  diet  in  prison,  7s. 
and  8d.  Scots.  For  ti-ailing  Monteith  thro'  the  streets  of 
the  toun  in  a  cart,  quha  hangit  hei'sel  in  prison,  and  for 
cart  hyii',  and  for  eirding  her,  10  shillings.  Kathrin 
Fei-gus  and  Seidlcr,  item  for  20  leads  picts  to  burn  Ihem, 
4  lib.  4  shill. ;  item,  4  tar  'barrels,  33  shill. ;  item,  twa 
iron  barrets,  G  sliill.  and  8  pence ;  item,  a  s(aik, 
carrying  and  n]-)sitting  yiof,  13  sliill.  and  4d ;  item,  (J 
fadonrs  tows,  U  shill.  ;  item  for  carieing  the  barrels,  fyr, 
and  coillies  to  the  staik,  G  shill.  an<l  8d.  ;  John's  fee, 
13  shill.  and  Id.  IsoIkI  liiehie,  .Margaret  Og,  Helen 
Ilodgir,  and  El.>})et   llender.^on,  item,  41  leads  piet.^,  4  lib. 
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12  sliil],  ;  item,  -1<  tai"  barrels,  30  shill;  item,  twa  oylie 
barrels,  18  sliill. ;  item,  six.  leads  fyr,  2S  sliill. ;  item  fur 
twa  iron  ]jar)-els,  G  shill.  and  8l1,;  item,  for  aueht  fadoins 
toAvs,  S  shill. ;  item,  for  coillies  and  piets  to  try  them  in 
tlie  llbrarto  twa  days  before  the  execution,  G  sliill.  aiid  8d. ; 
item,  for  a  stack,  dressing  it,  and  carricing  it  to  the  Hill, 

13  shill.  and  4d.;  item,  for  a  s])ar  broken  at  the  execution, 
4  shillings  ;  John's  fee,  20  shillings. 

Alexander  Urid,  Smith,  gets  for  twa  pair  sliakles  to 
the  witches  in  the  Slejicll,  32  shillings,  and  Thomas  Dick- 
son, in  recompense  of  his  halbert  being  l)roken  at  the 
execution  of  the  Avitchcs,  30  shillings.  John  Justice,  for 
burning  on  the  cheek  four  sevcrall  persones  susjiected  of 
w^ilclicraft,  2G  sliiliings  and  8d.  The  joggis,  steppals,and 
locks,  cost  IG  shillings  and  8  pence. 

At  li  Meeting  of  the  convention  of  lioyal  Burghs  this 
year,  "  the  set  of  the  Borough  of  Aberdeen  is  fixed." 

1537.       '  gabib  (Lai-.o'ill. 

I 

Council  2i\g.,  vol.  xxxvii.,  p.  3. 

On  Sunda}^,  the  2Gth  June,  the  Bishop  preached  in 
the  Old  Chuich,  and  there  was  "  of  nobilhnen,  barones, 
gentlemen,  and  common  })e})ill,  sic  a  conlhiciice  that  the 
lykc  was  never  seen  in  that  Kirk."  The  Earls  of  Iluntly 
and  Errol  had  the  })rcvious  day  buried  all  rjuereles  and 
deadlie  feuds  betwixt  them,  and  to-da}^  thc}^  renounced 
Popery — ailii-med  the  Protestant  religion  to  be  the  oidy 
true  faith — and  swore  to  defend  it  to  the  death,  Next 
day,  Monday,  the  Earls'  pacification  and  ]»eace  were  pro- 
claimed with  sound  of  trumpet.  The  wand  of  peace 
delivered  to  them,  au'l  ihe  Ministers  and  ]\Liigi.^tiales 
receive  them  amid  deafenincr  disehai'ues  of  fire-arm^.    The 
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]jartic=;  sit  down  to  a  great  feast  in  tlic  open  air,  wine 
Hows  iu  abundance,  glasses  arc  broken,  sweet-meats  cast 
among  tlic  crowd,  "  gadder  (luha  so  pleasis."  Earls  and 
Ministers  then  proceed  to  the  Tolbootli,  where  they  are 
made  Uurgcsses,  and  spend  the  evening,  we  are  told,  in 
^'  wan ch ting,"  i.e.,  drinking. 

1598.  ^Ic.vaubcv  gcmiJ. 

Council  Rcrj.,  vol,  XXXVIII.,  p.  2. 

The  costs  of  these  v.dtch  burjiings,  and  all  the  other 
ctuto-do-fcs,  were  taken  fioui  the  funds  of  the  CJuild 
Brethren;  from  the  same  source  a  fee  was  given  to  the 
Dean,  and  also  John  Justice's  fee. 

1599.  gaiiib  (i-iraiK. 

Council  J!e(j.,  vol.  xxxvin.,  p.  SCO. 

Guild  Box  established  durinj^  Dean  David  CarnriU's 
rule,  "siller  input  m  said  box  to  beimployit  and  bestowit 
to  the  help  and  support  of  decayit  bridders  of  gild  of 
this  burgh,  and  evrie  pcrsune  admitted  free  bui-ges  of  gild 
of  said  burgh,  sail  at  the  time  of  his  admission,  pay  to  the 
box  G  shillings  and  8  pence,  and  farder  as  they  sail  be 
movit  to  giif." 

1600.  3^Ic,vaubcr  Vicmn. 

Council  Pun.,  vol.  xxxix.,  ;).  C24. 

])uring  the  jH'riod  embraced  within  the  dates  1  GOO 
and  1700,  by  far  the  largest  amount  of  Mortilications  to 
the  Guild  Brctlu'en's  charities  and  other  good  jnirimses,  is 
made,  vide  those  quaint  old  letterings  on  the  eighty  boards 
hanL>-incr  at  the  cjitrance  to  the  Council  Cliamber  at  this 
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day.     These  bequests  arc  o.t  the  rate  of  rather  more  tlian 
one  eacli  two  years.     Tliey  arc  given  by  55  individuals. 


1601.  Qabii)  (L;u-i]il(, 

1^02.  gifciDnLicr  llcmp, 

1603.  rinb'ib  (i;u-o,ill. 


Vol  XL.,  p.  182. 
1^0^.  XL.,  2>-  SOI. 
Vol  XLT.,  p.  3S4. 


Robert  Caixy,  son  of  Lord  llunsdon,  galloped  into 
rTol3''rood  Court  late  on  a  Saturday  niglit,  and  ^vakened 
Khigr  James  (o  tell  him  that  he  was  Monarch  of  EnMand, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland.  Elizabeth  died  on  Thurs- 
day morning  ;  Carey  was  in  Edinbui-gh  on  Saturda}^ 
night.  On  the  5th  April,  James  left  Edinbuigh  with  a 
large  t)'ain  of  attendants ;  on  the  Cth  of  May  he  entered 
London. 

His  Majesty's  Lord  Clerk,  Kegister  of  Scotland,  Alex. 
Hay,  makes  this  year  a  gift  to  the  City  of  Aberdeen  of 
certain  small  feu  duties,  in  value,  Two  Pounds  Five 
Shillings  and  EigJd  Pence  sterling  per  annum,  which, 
as  far  as  ii  ivill  go,  he  destines  for  keeping  in  repair  the 
Bridge  of  Don.  This  bequest,  popularly  known  as  the 
Brig  o'  Don  Fund,  has  been  excellently  Avell  managed 
by  the  Tovrn  Council,  and  is  now  one  of  the  best  under 
its  control. 

1604.  ^Hc.  o^iiliuim  "jlUiif. 

Council  r^'ff.,  vol  \iA.,  2K  OOS. 

A  ]\Iceting  of  the  Ocnei-al  Assembl}'  of  the  Kirk  had 
been  appointed  to  be  held  at  AlK-rdeen,  on  the  last  Tues- 
day of  July,  IGOk     Qji   the  day  named,  James  Melville 
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and  two  oilier  Commission cr.s  appeared  witliin  the  Kirk 
of  Sai)it  Nicolas,  and  solemnl}-  protested,  that,  as  they 
were  pjiesent  to  attend  to  their  duty,  Avhntever  loss  the 
Clmrch  might  sustain  should  not  be  attributed  to  them, 
or  to  the  Presbytery  ^\'hosc  commission  they  bore.  TJie 
Assembly  having  been  continued  till  July,  IGOj,  meets 
then,  but  is  forbidden  to  sit ;  notwithstanding  the  absence 
of  last  Modcrato)^  the  Ministers  assembled  choose  John 
Forbes,  tlie  ]\lbnster  of  Al('()rd,to  be  Moderator.  They  arc 
ordered  to  depart  by  Ptoyal  proclamation,  which  they  do, 
a<^rccinfr  to  meet  in  the  same  ijlace  in  Se])tember.  For 
their  defiance  of  Eoyal  authority,  the  Moderat.or  and 
several  others  are  connnitted  prisoners  to  Blaclaiess. 

1605.  gabiti  (L'arnVlf. 

Coxincil  Rffj.,  Vol.  XLTi.,  j>.   570. 

James  the  Sixili  names  Scotland  and  England 
*' Great  Britain,"  and  is  said  tu  have  been  })roud  of  his 
nomenclature. 

1606.  JHr,  cLiiriliiaiu  |Uoir. 

Council  Pn'O-i  '^■^^-  ^i^u.,  ]\  917. 
The  sum  of  400,000  merks    is  tliis  year  granted  by 
Parliament  to   the  King,  fur  the  purpose  of  paying  his 
debts  and  repairing  his  palaces. 

1607.  riatiib  C'::',v,fiilf. 

Council  J'<</.,  vol  xi.in.,  ;v.  250. 

It  is  statue  and  ordained  that  all  Sehires.s,  Stewarts 
of  Iloyalties  and  Kegalities,  Provosts,  ]."5aillies,  and  Alder- 
men of  Burrowes,   ilk  ane  of  them,  within    their   annc 
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bound  and  jurisdiction,  put  ilio  Acts  of  rarlirjr.cni  anent 
weights,  nictts,  and  measures  to  du?.  execution,  Lctwixt 
the  date  liereof,  and  tlio  iirst  da\^  oi'  Januaiy  to  come, 
under  all  hcighest  })aine. 

1603.  ^Irvaubcf  )}<m$. 

Council  J^'.'Q.,  vol  \Liii,,  ;;.  730. 

An  A  ct  of  PaiTiamont  this  year,  restrains  the  marriage 
of  Scots  .subjects  u]ioji  tlio  d;i.ug]i((^)'s  of  l»roken  men 
and  thieves  of  JCngland.  Scots  coniniitting  injury  in 
Eiigland  arc  now  no  longer  held,  as  doing  acceptalJe 
service. 

1609.  gabib  €in^\ll 

Council  Jl'j.,  vol  XLiv.,  p.  108. 

A  judgment  on  a  point  of  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land does  luore  tlian.  all  t]ie  labours  of  tlie  King,  the 
Court,  or  the  two  Parliaments,  to  jiiake  tlie  English  and 
Scots  one  ])Cople.  It  is  at  tin's  date  decided,  that  all 
persons  born  in  Scotland  after  the  union  of  the  Crowiisin 
1G03,  shall  be  entitled  in  England  to  all  the  privileges  of 
Enfrlishmen. 


1610.  (L(iriI(i:inT  Qiuh 

1611.  Jlabib  (Taraill. 


VoK  xr,]v.,  ]).  CSG. 


Vol.  XLV.,  j>.  115. 


'J'lie  Cnria  Gilde  this  year  ai)))oint  ten  l»rethren  to  be 
distributors  of  the  proceeds  of  tlie  Guild  J3ox  among 
decaved  brethren. 
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iG12. 

Vol.  XLV.,  ;).  7S0. 

1613. 

„  XLVi.,;).  4U. 

1614. 

£homa$  CuHcn; 

„       „      p.  SIC. 

In  October,  tlic  Lusincss  of  tlic  Box  postponit  on  ac- 
count of  ilic  small  numbur  of  bretlncn  present  ;  it  is, 
liOAN'Cvo]',  brouijlit  furward  and  adiaini-^icred  in  Jcnnuarv 
next  year. 

1615.  |1;vbil3  Ciu-gill, 

Covncll  JiC[/.,  to!,  xlvii.,  p-  300. 

Jolni  OgilvJe,  a  Jesuit  priest,  is,  after  trial,  found 
guilty  of  liaving  said  that  the  Pope  liad  [)0\vei-  to  ex- 
co]nmumcate  the  Kin^;.  He  is  condemned  to  bo  hano-cd 
and  quartered.  Addressing  the  people  after  sentence,  lie 
said,  ''  If  there  bo  here  any  hidden  Catholics,  let  them 
pray  for  me,  but  the  prayei's  of  heretics  1  w[\]  not  have." 
At  the  scaffold  his  last  -woi'ds  were — ^'^laria,  ]\later, 
gratia,  ora  pro  me,  onnics,  sanctoque,  orate  pro  me."  Tlic 
quartering  was  not  carried  out. 

1616.  yjv.  (iirilli:uuiUoii-. 

Vvl  XLVir.,  ;>.  73S. 

1617.  }\\\\  ^Jtjolm  "^Uoifimcr. 

1618.  }\\x,  Jdoma.'i  ^'ohn.sfonr. 

53C. 

James  was  much  engaged  in  arranging  some  form  of 
Prelacy  that  Scotland  could  accept,  ite  had  paid  a  visit 
to  hi.s  native  land.     In  his  Palace  of  IJolyrood,  English 
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prelates  ]ia<.l  conducted  .scr\icc  fur  liim,  in  tlic  CJiapel 
there,  after  the  Enghsh  litiiaL  He  hatl,  l>y  Aet  of  Parlia- 
ment, got  the  Principal  of  J^Liiig's  College  deelared  Dean, 
and  tlie  Sub-Prijicipal  Siib-Cliaunter  of  tlic  Catliedral 
Clau'ch  of  Aberdeen,.  I'he  oltscrvance  of  Five  IIoly-da3^s 
had  been  enjoined.  The  pcojde  in  many  chin-ches  liad 
partaken  of  IIol}'  Commnnion  kneeling.  On  Whitsujiday, 
several  members  of  the  Privy  Council  had  connnnnicated 
in  the  Clia]>el  Jioyal  at  Ilolyrood.  His  .Most  Gracious 
Majest}''  put  liimself  to  much  troul'le  to  ci-ect  suitable 
robes  foi*  Protestant  Bisljops  reinstated  to  the  old  honour.^ 
of  the  order.  "  Qjie  inconvenience  bci^ets  another,"  said 
Spottiswuod.  "  The  waiiant  sent  hoirie  fur  the  Pa}nsts 
of  Abei'decn,  caused  tlie  lords  grant  ane  suspension  of  their 
horning "  ;  in  fact,  the  jn'clates  are,  like  others,  taught 
that  the  Court  of  Session,  as  the  supreme  civil  tribunal 
of  the  realme,  could  control  even  their  judgments. 
At  a  mixed  meeting,  ^vhere  Bishops  and  Presbyterian 
ministers  were  scpiabbling,  Calderwood  re})orts  that  some 
one  said,  "  It  is  an  absurd  thing  to  sec  men  sitting  in 
silks  and  satins,  and  cryiiig  poverty,  poverty;  in  the 
meanwhile,  purity'  is  departing ; "  and  so  it  vras. 


1619.  nabib  (LarniK. 

^  '^  IV.  XLix.,;).  3SG. 

l^^'O-  (iljoma.'i  e!'oIin.stonr. 

,,         ,,       iJoO, 

James  the  Sixth  shewed  as  great  favour  to  the 
Menzies  as  any  of  his  }>rcdecessors,  and  he  now  honoured 
Thomas  ]\lenzies  of  Cults,  with  the  title  oi^  Knighthood, 
in  his  own  private  chamber,  in  the  picscnce  of  the  best 
sort  of  Jiobility  uf  both  kingdoms.      The  King  acknow- 
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ledgod  before  all  ])resent  thai  ]\renzies  \vo,y  worthy  of  tliis 
lionour,  Ly  lii.s  birth,  l)y  Iris  iiiany  good  services  done  to 
the  state  and  to  Aberdeeii,  and  by  his  good  treatment  to 
all  tlie  Kin;:('.s  servants  who  came  to  sec  tliat  llourishinr' 
city.  Towards  t)io  end  of  the  year.  Sir  TJionias  goes  np 
to  London,  and  makes  a  present  to  the  King  of  that  pear] 
wliich  for  bigness  and  bcaniy  ^vas  the  finest  ever  foinid  in 
Scotland.  It  was  taken  from  the  buiTi  of  KellJe,  just 
wlierc  it  entei's  th.c  Eiver  Ythan.  it  is  said  tliat  this 
pearl  is  now  in  the  llegalia. 

1621.  cclilTi'am  ^imlnii,  ijoirngcr. 

Council  liC'j.,  vol  L.,  p.  116. 

Act  I.  of  the  Scots  Parliament  of  tliis  year,  is  entitled 
"  A  llatification  of  the  Five  Articles  of  the  General 
Assembl}'  of  the  Kirke,  holden  at  Po'th  in  the  month  of 
August,  1G18."  Act  IL, '' Anent  the  taxation  granted  to 
his  Majestic  of  Thirtie  Shillings  termly,  u})on  the  pound 
lands,  and  the  twentic  pennie  of  all  annual  rents."  "  Act 
IIT.,"Anent  the  collecting  and  inbringiiig  of  the  taxation, 
and  icleife  to  the  prclatt-s;'  Act  lY.,  ^-'An  Act  of  llatifica- 
tion in  favour  of  the  Prince,  His  Majesty."  Act  Y., 
"  Anent  the  Plantation  of  Kirkes."  Then  follows  acts  to 
gi-ant  leave  to  l^ishops  to  set  their  "Warde  Lands  in  Pear- 
Pcrme.  Land  giveii  to  ^Ministers  for  their  Gleybes,  to  be 
teynd  free.  In  short,  with  the  exce]>tion  of  one  act  against 
d^xeing,  cardc-jjlayijig,  and  horse-racing,  and  one  anent 
weights  and  measures,  every  act  of  this  the  T\venty-thlid 
l^arlianicnt  of  James,  is  for  the  beneht  uf  either  Prince  or 
Prelate. 


Vol  L.,  ;).  40S. 
,.       7G0. 
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1622.  ^Icrnibcr  gaffvnn. 

1623.  |i)v.  Hattrlir  gnmmmr;bnv. 

1624.  ^IcKuuici:  Chalmrr. 

„    LI.,  77.  130. 

The  learned  Dr.  William  ForLcs,  son  of  a  Burgess  of 
Guild  of  tlic  City  of  Aberdeen,  e)ninent  alike  for  eloquence, 
i)ulpit  power,  and  tolerant  expression  of  opiiiion,  had,  six 
ycar.s  Leforcthis  date,  lield  a  discussion  in  ALerdccn  ^vith 
Andre^v  Aidic,  then  Pj-incipal  of  ^larisclial  College.  Forbes 
maintained  the  lawfulness  of  pra3^ers  for  the  dead  ;  the 
PrinciprJ  maintaijied  tlie  o])posite.  It  is  said  that  ho 
gained  nothing  by  the  discussion,  and  that  the  city's 
feeling  ^yas  greatly  with  the  popular  preacher.  Since 
that  date,  Forbes  had  been  translated  to  Edinbui-gh,  where 
his  fearless  outs]>oke]i  utterance  was  not  so  much  es- 
teemed. Two  Edinburgh  Burgesses,  a  butcher,  and  a 
merchant,  objected  to  his  teaching.  Forbes  pereniptoril}^ 
refused  to  submit  to  the  judgment  of  his  flock.  A  Baillic 
R-igg  made  himself  conspicuous — Dr.  Forbes  told  him  that 
in  place  of  admonishing  his  teacher,  he  had  need  himself 
to  learn  his  catechism.  Bigg,  and  five  other  burgesses, 
Avere  summoned  before  the  Privy  Council,  condennied, 
and  sent  to  Blackness.  The  learning  and  eloquence  of 
Dr.  Forbes  were  insuflicent  to  .shelter  him  from  annoyance 
m  Edinbu]-gh,  and  his  health  liiiling,  he,  much  to  the 
J03-  of  his  old  Hock,  resigned  his  metropolitan  charge  and 
returned  to  them.  Nothing  shews  more  the  dilierence 
between  the  fevling  of  the  time  in  the  two  cities  than 
tliL'ir  treatment  of  this  pious  man,  who  iirmly  believed — 
and  did   )iot  fail  to  proclaim   fj-om  his  pulpit  his  beliei — 
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thai  the  diilcrcnccs  behvocntlic  Cluircli  of  riomc  .'iiivl  Pro- 
te.staiil:^  ill  some  important  points  Avcie  mciro  a})])aix;nt. 
tlian  real,  and  wcyq.  capable  of  rccoiicilement  -williout 
mucli  ditiiculty. 

1625.  Vt\;x,  JYlnl'hclir  ^^immnifiiicit. 

Council  H>- (J. ^  vol,  JA.,  2>.  201. 

Ill  (Lis  year,  James  the  Sixth  die*.!,  leaving-  Scotland, 
Avitli  all  ils  distractions  at  Ids  death,  a  better  and  more 
praspei-ons  country  lljan  he  found  it  at  his  birtli. 


1C28.  ©covijc  lluavi. 

1627.  Ilohit  ^avqiiLar. 

1628.  ©eorcic  ^-^^.xh. 

1629.  liohvt  familiar. 


^ol.   IJ.,  ]K  203. 

„         „         4o'2. 
500. 


On  the  9th  of  October  this  year,  at  the  Curia  Gildc, 
the  business  of  the  Guild  Box  ^Yas  af.ljourned,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  absence  of  Maister  Robert  Farquhar,  the 
Deaii.     It  ^vas  taken  np  in  the  January  Court  follo^\•iJll,^ 

Vol.  Lii,,  jy.   2. 

1631-  Gcorac  Viloii.'ionc 

"       ^-^  „         ,.         2G. 

This  year,  Charles  the  First  visits  Scotland,  and  in- 
sists ui>on  lesuming  the  Cliurch  Lands,  Sheriiishii»s,  and 
all  other  heritable  jurisdictions.  'J'he  then  Manjuis  of 
Jfuntly,  in  considei'ation  of  Five  Thoir^and  Puunds,  ^^•l!ich 
never  was  ]>aid  him,  lesi-ued  the  ShuiiU'diij)  <»f  Abci'-leen 
an<l  In V erne -s. 
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1G32.        nil-.  "#-ii[icIi.T  |:timniiii.';iim. 

Vul,  LIL,  p.  7S. 

1633.  golitt  %t:iWi:. 

At  the  Octol)0r  mcetin<;-  (Lis  year,  an  account  of  the 
Guild  Eox  i.slaid  Loforc  tlio  Cuvia  Gildc,  and  ilic  J3]'ot]u-cii 
name  for  iJie  last  time,  "  distribnlov.s."  IVom  1033,  the 
duty  of  distributors  dcA'olvcd  on  tlio  Dean  of  Guild's 
Assessors.  ]]i  3  77:-,  Hk;  i>aynients  are  slated  to  b(;  by 
Act  of  Council  and  Guild  C*ouit.  The  actual  Box  soon 
fell  out  of  use,  and  accounts  of  tlie  i-evenuc  and  ex])endi- 
ture  began  to  be  ke]^tby  the  ])can  of  Guild  in  an  accouiit 
titled  "  Guild  Lox/'  along  Aviili  his  accounts  of  casualties. 

1634.  .  cSlnllcr  iioLniiiour. 

1635.  |lauk  Olini.ioiub 

1636.  6m(^t  ^tirljiM'i). 

Laud  ^vrItes  to  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  that  his 
Majesty,  Cliarles  the  First,  is  nnich  displeased  that  ])is 
Lordship  of  j\bcrdeen  had  suffered  the  ]\ib]ic  Fast  to  be 
kept  in  his  Diocese  upon  the  Lord's  Day.  The  Book  of 
Canons,  entitled,  "Canons  and  Constitutions, Fcclesiastical, 
gathered  and  ])ut  in  form  foi-  tlio  Governmeiit  of  the 
Chui-cli  of  Scotland,  ratified  and  a]<proved  by  His 
]\[ajesty's  loyal  warrant,  and  ordained  to  be  observed  by 
the  Cleig}',  and  all  others  whom  they  concern,"  pi'inted 
in  Aberdeen,  is  this  year  issued. 

1637.  oolilliam  ?lloir. 

Council  Jii 'J.,  ]'ol.  Lii.,  2>.  352. 


Vol 

UI., 

i'- 

171. 

>> 

>J 

224. 
200. 

^S  DEANS   OF   GUILD   OF  ALERD]:EX, 

The  Aljcrdocn  doctors,  John  Foj'bcs,  Pcohovt  Lavoii, 
Alexander  So-oggic,  Wilh'oin  Leslie,  James  Sibbald,  and 
Alexaiidcr  Koss,  sent  this  year  a  i)ai)ei'  to  the  Scottish 
Pi-iniatc,  draAvijig  a  distinction  between  absohite  consent 
in  everything,  and  agreement  i]i  essential  points.  TJiey 
declared  that  both  tlie  Lutherian  and  the  lleformed,  rightly 
understood,  agreed  in  tliose  matters  of  faitli  as  to  Avliich 
tlic  ancient  Church  had  been  of  one  opinion.  In  learning, 
as  Vv-ell  as  in  broad  Cliristian  syjiijiathy,  oui-  Aberdeen 
doctors  were  in  advance  of  Diany  of  tlie  SoutlieiJi 
theologians. 

1638.  ,     gelnltfr  Cxrxliraiut. 

Council  ru(j.^  vol   L]i.,  p.  491. 

The  Covenanters  send  Commissioners  to  Aberdeen 
to  proi)agate  their  doctrmes.  These  Apostles  liave  small 
success.  The  ]\linistei'S  and  Professors  involve  them  in 
controversy,  and  gain  an  easy  victory.  The  magistrates 
and  a  vast  majority  of  the  citizens  adlici'c  to  the  lilpis- 
co]:)al  tenets  of  their  Ministeis,  and  refuse  to  recognise  the 
solemn  league  and  covenant.  Charles,  in  a  letter,  exi)rcsscd 
his  approval,  aiid  shortly  after,  by  a  new  charter,  confirms 
all  former  privileges.  "  But,  dearly  were  these  favours 
bought,"  says  Spalding,  *'  as  we  ma}-  licreafter  see." 

1639.  ?K\m\\\iiix  g:i(fr:in. 

Council  lic'j.,  lul.   Lii.,  j>.  ']1'3. 

In  this  year,  the  ToJAcs  began  to  levy  troops.  The 
citizens  fortify  tlie  town.  Ditches  were  cut  from  the 
Gallowgate  port  along  the  north  side  of  the  city  to  the 
Castle  llill.     Eleven  ])ieces  of  ordnance  aie  planted  in  the 
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streets — connci]  of  ^var  clioscn— pikes,  nnislvet.s,  and 
fiiiiiriiniitionpuroliaseJ.  During  tljcsc  pi'Cparalion.s,  ^lon- 
trosc  turns  liis  steps  nortli wards;  enters  the  undefciided 
city  in  triunipli,  on  the  SOtli  Marcli,  with  about  9,000 
troops.  Covenanting  )K-i-,sons  proclaim  tliat  their  enemies 
(tlie  citiz(;ns  wlio  Lai]  left  the  town  witliout  fi'ditin--'.  jiad 

O  CD/  > 

fled,  wiiile  none  pursued;  that  the  curse  was  alighting 
iijton  ]\Iirai',  which  came  not  to  liel[)  the  Lord  against  tlic 
migltty.  J^M.-ause  tlic  Bori-owing  Days  (the  last  days  of 
Mai-ch),  wore  fine,  in  sei'jnons  this  was  pointed  (<>  as  evi- 
dence of  God's  i)leasure,  these  days  being  usually  storm3^ 
On  Wednesday,  tlic  3rd  April,  in  the  Grey  Friar's  Kirk, 
the  inhabitants  are  connjianded  to  sign  the  Covenant. 
Montrose  endeavours  with  liis  suldici.^  to  eiiforce  it. 
Covenanting  clergy  from  tlie  puljnts  excommunicate  tlie 
Bishops.  A  levy  of  ]  00,000  merk^  is  made,  and  men  and 
women  are  urged  to  swear  l)y  theii-  uplifted  liands  to  Gnd 
that  they  did  subscribe  and  swear  this  Covenant  willingly 
and  freely,  and  fj'om  their  hearts,  and  not  for  an^^  fear  or 
dread  that  should  ]iap])en.  But,  the  Lord  knows  how 
thir  tounc's-peoplc  wei-e  brought  undei- ]»vji-jurie  for  plain 
feare,  by  tyranny  and  Ojipi'cssion    of   thir  C'uvenanteis. 

1640.         iiobcvt  (rvuicl::ih;iu[;,  i'ounacv. 

Cociicil  />.'/.,  ro/.  LH.,  p.  577. 

The  ^' Tj-ot  of  Turrifi;'  a  victory  on  tlie  royalist  side, 
and  the  1)attle  of  "The  Ih-ig  of  Dee,"  a  triumph  to  tbe 
Covenanting  arms,  balanced  mattei's  so  far,  but,  in  '' tlieir 
brotherly  love,"  the  Tables  liad  given  instructiujis  to  binn 
the  tow)i  ;  ^lontre^sc  thought  it  ]»e^t  to  advise  a  night 
upon  it,  since  Aberdeen  was  the  London  of  the  north, 
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and  tlic  want  of  it  would  projiidioc  tbomselvcs.  TJic 
paciricatioii  of  ;ner\vick  saved  Abordeen^  not  the  kindnoss 
of  Mojitrose,  ^Marisdiall,  or  Lord  Muchals.  Seven  scoic 
Burgesses  were  seized,  and  sent  off  Avith  their  servants  to 
join  Losly's  arrny  for  tlic  iiivasion  of  England,  and  a  dr-bt 
of  fully  Twent}^  Thousand  Puunds  \\'as  incun-ed  by  the 
city  in  its  struggle  for  the  right. 

^^'^-'  ^fciaubcr  i;iirnct(,  eihn. 

Vol.  LO.,  p.  07 1. 

1642.  e»}l;i(tcv  (icichvane. 

,,  ,,        Taj. 

]\Jany  of  the  citizens  are  drafted  into  the  Covenant- 
ing ranks  agauist  their  ^vill. 

1^^3.  gofnt  liaffran. 

)  ol   LIL,  p.   80/. 
„      LHI.,  p.   10. 

A  Burgher  guard  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  drilled 
daily  on  the  Links.  Aberdeen  suffered  shortly  after,  its 
third  chastisiuent  at  ^.bjntrose's  hands.  This  fight,  a  very 
unequal  one,  began  about  the  Justice  i\Lills :  the  Citizen's 
army  was  soon  defeated  and  driven  before  the  troops — no 
quarter  was  given.  Thii-  cruel  wish,  seeing  a  man  well 
clad,  would  first  tyr  hin\  to  saif  his  clothes  unspoiled, 
syne  kill  the  man.  The  wife  durst  not  cr}^  nor  weep  at 
her  ]uisl)and's  slauchter  before  hei-  eyes,  nor  the  mother 
for  the  sone,  nor  tlie  dochter  for  the  father,  which,  if  they 
were  heard,  then  were  thry  presentlie  slayne  also." 
]\Iontrose  evidently  b»elieved  "that  fii'c,  and  sword,  aiid 
desolation,  was  a  godly  thorough  Beformation." 
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1645. 
1646. 

Vo 

/.  Liii.,  2'-  57. 

1647. 
1648. 
1649. 

Cbanras  UlcIljiUc. 

135. 
,.         233 

On  the  30th  January  this  year,  in  front  of  the 
BaiifjiK'tting  Hall  of  Whituliall  Palace,  Chajlcs  Stuart  was 
belieaded. 

1650.  |lTv.  Alfranbcr  ^?I;rnc. 

Council  Ji('fjl<tcr,  vol.  i.rii.,;>.  270, 

Tlie  son  of  tlie  lanrdered  rnonarcli  landed  at  Spey- 
mouth,  on  the  4th  July,  and  entered  Aberdeen  with  his 
mistress  on  the  7th.  Though  he  remained  on\y  a  day, 
his  visit  cost  the  city  more  than  1000  pounds  Scots.  His 
gallantries  gave  offence,  and  the  learned  William  Douglas 
was  appointed  to  rebuke  the  ]\Ierry  }«Ionarch.  "  If  you 
do  it,  close  the  windows,"  said  the  preacher. 

1651.  |"tlr.  3(cr;i])bcr  fovbc^. 

Council  PiOjiste.r,  vol.   Lii.,  p.   32S. 

The  Second  Charles  revisits  Aberdeen  in  Febi'uary. 
No  British  monarch  has  visited  the  city  since,  till  her 
Most  Gracious  Majesty  did.  General  Monck  entered 
Aberdeen  on  Sunday,  the  7th  September.  "  I  remember 
well  of  these  regiments  coming  to  Aberdeen,"  says  Bishop 
Burnett ;  "  there  was  an  order  and  discii>line,  and  a  face 
of  gravity  and  piety  among  them  that  amazed  the  peo}>le. 
Most  of  them  were  Independents  and  Anaba})tists.    They 
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were  all  gifted  men,  and  in'cacliod  as  tlicy  were  moved. 
Tiieyiievev  disturbed  tlic  jniblie  assembly  in  the  eburelies 
but  onee.  I  was  then  present.  TJiey  reproaclied  llic 
pi-eacliers  with  la3dug  things  to  tlieir  cliaige  tliat  were 
false.  The  debate  grew  vejy^  fiei-cc ;  they  drew  theii* 
swords,  but  there  was  no  hurt  done  :  yet  Cr()nl^^'ell  dis- 
placed the  Governor  fur  not  punishing  this."  'Jlicse 
troo])s  remained  in  Aberdeen  for  many  years;  fortifica- 
tions were  erected  by  tli'.'m  on  the  Castle  Hill,  willi 
mateiialsbiought  from  the  Bishop's  Palace,  Old  Aberdeen. 

1652.  SVIcranuer  Jjofoicr^on. 


►o. 


go. 


1654.  po. 

1655.  ^\(crani)cv  ^li:bcvf^,olb 

1656.  fI;om;uJ  miibiKc. 

1657.  ilobn   ?cott. 

1658.  ©ilkvt  |lloUn!;onu. 

1659.  (Thomafj  3Tlc^.^;nc^. 

1660.  ?^(ohit  riuiu;ii\c. 


Cromwell  was  two  years  dead — his  son  Kichard  had 
retired  to  his  farm — the  army  was  siditting  up  into 
divisions — a  new  Pai-liament  had  been  summoned, 
Avhcii  ]\rouk  announced  that  a  messenger  from  Charles 
was  waiting.  A  v.arm  invitation  was  at  once  scjit, 
and  the  King  returned  to  his  native  land,  entering 
London  on  his  birthday.     Never  had  there  been  such  joy 
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in  England ;  llo^\^e^s  strew  ilie  road — bolls  ring  merrily 
— old  cavaliers  ^vho  had  Ibuglit  at  Kdgeliill  and  Nascljy 
weep  for  very  gladness.  No  tumult  mars  the  joy  of  the 
restoration. 

1661.  .^lobn  I'luvncii. 

Council  r^C'ii.,  vol.  Liv.,  ;).  301. 

Air.  Irvine  of  Drum  had  the  previous  year  been  sent 
to  London  with  a  congratulatoiy  address  to  His  Tvlajcsty 
on  liis  restoration;  and  this  year,  the  Trovr.st,  Mr.  Gilbert 
Gray,  is  seiil  on  a  like  errand,  at  a  cost  of  about  £500. 


1662.  Z\)m\\[\  ;yiiittiicii. 

1663.  ©covac  Cvui(h!Jlj;inl;. 

1664.  ZUm^^  .tlitflicK. 


Vol.  Liv.,  p.  301. 

„         „         420, 

549, 


The  Earl  of  T\[ar  and  confederates,  with  odds  of 
2500  horse  and  foot,  came  and  destroyed  the  cruive  dyke 
on  the  Don.  The  dyke  was  restored,  but  no  redress  was 
got  for  this  outrage. 

1665.  goliu  f  ninlK 

Council  Jii'j.,  vol.  LIV.,  ^a  C20. 
Aberdeen  put  into  a  postui-e  of  defence  in  aitticipa- 
tion  of  a  war  with  JInlland— the    Blockhouse   repaired, 
and  four  new  guns  mounted.     l-SOO  merks  is   given  to 
Earl  Marischall  for  six  pieces  of  caimon. 

1666.  ('.iliriu-   'lolu'ii.'ionr. 

1667.  ^nhrrlii   ^hrnv. 
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16G8.  G'cargc  "gt^ilk. 

]'\Iilitia  are  for  the  first  time  raised  in  Scotland— 1  'JO 
are  ap])ortionod  to  the  cit}^  by  the  CoiniiiissioiieJ's — dress 
to  he  of  red  plaidijig;  arms,  sword,  and  musket.  The 
Guild  Brethren  undertake  to  pa}^  for  these. 

1669.  (bllhtd  H.jl;,f!;. 

Vol.   LX.,  p.   173. 

1G70.  WMm  ilabic. 

„     2:.3. 

It  would  appear  tliat  at  this  period  the  ]\lag-istrate.-:i 
and  C'amcil  had  a  power  lodged  in  them  for  directing  tlic 
mliiisi./i-s  v.-ithin  the  town  in  their  duty,  for  at  a  Meet- 
ing of  tho  Council,  on  the  5th  January,  1G70,  it  being  then 
tala-n  ini.ler  consideration  that  tlie  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  had  not  been  duly  nor  so  frec^uently  ad- 
juinistered  as  in  former  tiuics,  therefore,  by  an  act,  they 
ordaiji  tliat  the  same  be  duly  administered  in  time  coming, 
at  least  two  times  in  the  year,  to  wit :  in  the  month  of 
d.-iiuiary  Ibr  the  winter  season,  and  in  June  for  the  sum- 
mer srason,  and  that  this  their  appointment  be  duly 
intimat.'d  to  the  ministers,  that  they  may  observe  the 
same  accordingly. 

1G71.         ^Maanbcr  ?.iirncft,  ^)ounocr. 

.(.^C,  ^  Vol  LY.,  p.m. 

,,         ,,       430. 

About  this  time,  the  Town  Council,  for  behalf  of  the 

ouuiuinity,  purchased  fro)n  Sir  Andrew  Fletcher,  lactor 

^^•^^'''  ^'-^^'-^^  of  Pitfoddles,  the  lands  of  Gilcomstone,  for 

the  sum  of  £1,472 -Is.  5d.  sterliuir. 
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1G74.  ^orm:iub  ^tiiWt 


Fo/.  LV.,  p.  516. 


UU-'. 


A  prayer  ii.sod  before,  and  one  used  after  Election, 
inserted  in  (lie  Conncil's  Books,  may  well  be  quoted  here. 

iJEFOPj:  TJiK  i:l]:ctjc)X. 

"0  Eternal  and  ]^]verla.sting  God,  ^dio  lias  created 
iTian  for  society',  in  ^vllich  Tliou  Avho  art  the  God  of  order 
.  and  hatest  confusion,  Ih'ist  ai)pointed  some  to  ]'ule  and 
govern,  and  others  to  be  goverjied,  and  for  that  cause  lias 
set  down  in  Thy  Word  marks  oC  such  as  Tliou  judgest  pro- 
pel' to  bear  government ;  like  as  Thou  of  Thy  great  mercy 
'  liath  made  us  to  be  one  of  the  most  famous  and  honour- 
able Burroughs  within  this  kingdom,  and  reserved  to  us 
the  liberty  yearly  to  choose  our  Council  and  Magistrates, 
we,  therefore,  beseech  Thee,  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  seeing 
we  are  here  assembled  for  that  i)urpose,  to  be  present  in 
the  midst  of  us,  to  furnish  us  with  spiritual  wisdom,  and 
to  direct  our  hearts  in  such  sort,  that  all  corrupt  aflections 
being  removed,  we  may  choose  such  to  be  of  the  Council 
and  of  the  Magistracy  for  the  year  ensuing  of  oui-  brethren, 
fearing  God,  men  of  knowledge,  haters  of  avarice,  men  of 
courage  and  action,  that  all  our  proceedings  therein  may 
tend  to  Thy  glory,  to  the  welfare  of  the  iidiabitants  of 
this  Burgh,  so  as  that  we  may  have  testimony  of  a  good 
conscience  before  Thee.  Grant  us.  Dear  Father,  these 
our  requests,  for  the  sake  of  Thy  Dear  Son,  in  whose 
name  we  pray,"  &c.,  kc. 

A   PRAYKJl   A  ITER    TUV:    ELECTION. 
"  Almighty  and  most  merciful  God,  pour  abundance 
of   Thy    Spirit    of   sanetification,    wisdom,    courage,   and 
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strcn:;i]i,  on  ihose  persons  cliosen  Ly  Tliy  providonco  and 
gracious  dii-cction,  for  the  govcnnacnt  of  Uiis  oonimon 
Avcal  for  ilic  ensuing  j^ear,  so  that,  however  it  may 
please  Thee  to  conect  us  by  Tliy  visitation,  or  si)aro  us 
by  Tliy  mercy,  they  may  be  every  day  dii-ecterl  and 
borne  up  by  'J'lu-e,  to  go  forwai-d  ]»y  Thy  light  and 
strengtli  in  e\'er3'  ])articuLar  duty  of  their  calhjig,  (lie 
glory  of  Tliy  name,  the  comfort  of  the  kirk  and  its  policy, 
the  joy  of  their  own  conscience  in  this  life,  and  their 
eternal  hajipine.ss,  tln-ougli  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  life  to 
come,  when  Ood  shall  l)e  all  in  all.  And  this,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  pray,"  Sic,  Sec. 

1675.  Jlabib  ,i?>V,f. 

Conned  Pi cij.,  Vol.  Lvi.,  2>.   r)S. 

About  this  time  there  was  a  considerable  trade 
carried  on  betwee]i  Holland  and  Alierdeen,  in  the  plaid - 
ino-  and  fingrans,  which  brought  in  such  great  sums  that 
My.  Bornes,  an  eminent  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  set  up  a 
manufactory  there  of  the  same.  But,  ujion  canying  over 
several  packs  of  his  make,  he  saw,  to  his  infinite  surprise, 
that  the  Aberdeen  merchants  could  sell  much  lower 
than  he.  IM^eeting  Alexander  Farquhar,  his  friend  and 
accpiaintanee,  he  asked  the  reason.  Maister  Farquhar 
told  him  that  his  workers  got  near  three  times  as  nuich 
wages  a?  those  at  Aberdeen,  upon  which  Mr.  Borneo, 
despairing  of  getting  men  at  a  lower  rate  of  wages,  gave 
up  his  manufactory. 

1676.  (i-!,;u!r;;  ?n;ir. 

Council  JiCf/.,    vol.    LVI,,   />.    ]<»<». 
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One  Maister  George  I'ypcr  liad  laiscd  the  stocking 
trade  in  Aberdeen  at  this  jjeriod  to  tlie  highest  perfection. 
Some  four  hundred  people  wcvo  employed  b}'  liim,  and  he 
made  stockings  at  fj-om  one  to  twenty  shillings  the  pair. 
He  also  much  impi-uved  the  linen  tj^ade,  and  brought 
much  profit  to  Die  place. 

l^*^*^'  Jhorn;i:;  ('"nfihncn. 

Council  Ju'j.,  vol.  lAi.y  i>.  277. 

It  has  been  ascertained  by  careful  summation,  that 
the  value  of  the  Guild  BrethrcTi's  accunnilations  at  this 
date  was  rather  over  £10,000  Scots.  The  Council — all 
Guild  Brethren — have  five  years  befoi-e  founded  the 
Hospital  of  this  Burgli,  created  by  Guild  Brethren 
for  decayed  B]"ethren,  and  named  l^y  future  benefactoi'S 
indiflerently — The  Hospital  of  the  Burgh — St.  Thomas' 
Hospital — Guild  Brethren's  Hospital — Hospital  of  Aber- 
deen— The  Hospital.  There  is  no  evidence,  however^ 
anywhere  that  these  delinitions  meant  other  than  the 
Hospital  ivJdcU  stood  on  Canon  ClatVs  ground. 

1678. 


1679. 
1680. 
1081. 

1682. 
1683. 
1684. 
1685. 


t'ililli'.iin  ilolini.s'oib  C:l&cr. 
^Ic\:inuii:  oil;ill;rr. 

j.lalVuh  ('")cHir. 


Vol. 

LVI., 
If 

P- 

334. 
430. 
.012. 
593. 

Vol. 

LVI  I 

•1  I 

t'.  JG. 
83. 
127. 
187. 
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Aberdeen  inounis  ^viih  becoming  solemnity,  ill c  death 
of  Oiarles  tlic  Second,  ^v])icll  event  took  place  on  the 
Gth  February,  1G85.  Very  shortly  after,  it  celebrates 
^vith  all  due  loyalty,  the  accession  to  the  throne  of  his 
brother,  James  the  Seventh.  It  had  not  long  to  wait  f<^r 
a  specimen  of  His  Majesty's  arbiti'ary  way  of  Y>roceeding. 
On  the  15th  February,  Lord  Melford  wrote  to  the  Pro- 
vost, J3aillies,  and  Council,  sa^^ing — 

Most  IIonoujied, 

llic  King,  having  in  himself  the  ])0wer  of 
naming  the  Magistrates  to  all  his  Boroughs  lloyal,  so  oft 
as  may  be  for  the  good  of  his  service,  does  recommend  to 
you,  the  present  Magistrates  and  othei's  of  the  Borough  of 
Abc]\lcen,  concerned  in  the  election  of  Magistrates  for  the 
ensuing  year,  to  elect  and  nominate  Baillio  George  Leslie 
to  be  Pj-ovost  of  said  Borouglj  for  tlic  year  coming.  This 
is  llis  Majestie's  pleasure,  being  by  his  Majesties  com- 
mand intimate  to  you. 

Your  humble  servant, 

Melfokd. 

Council  li'rij.,  vol.  lAU.y  p.  2?)S. 

Soon  after  the  election  of  this  year,  there  was  sent  to 
the  JMagistrates  and  Council  an  Act  of  His  Majestie's 
Privy  Council,  appointing  llis  ^Majestie's  birthday,  the 
14th  October,  to  be  solemnized  as  a  day  of  Public  Thanks- 
giving— and  that  in  the  most  solemn  manner.  Therefore, 
in  order  thereto,  the  ^lagistrates,  according  to  the  said  act 
and  proclamation,  ordaiji  the  said  14th  day  of  October 
next,  to  be  solemnly  kept  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
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Burgli  iii  the  Lest  way  and  iDanncr  in  their  power,  for 
that  effect  the  said  proclamation  is  to  be  publislied  the 
market  day  ])receding,  at  the  Cross,  b}'  sound  of 
trumpet  or  beat  of  drum  ;  that  sermon  1)0  preached  in 
Saint  KJcolas  Cliurcli  on  tlie  said  da}',  in  tlie  forenoon, 
and  tliat  the  whole  i^ihabitants  repair  thereto — the  men 
in  their  best  arms  and  abilziments,  under  their  four  cap- 
tains and  other  connnanders ;  tliat  the  King's  Desk  in  said 
church  be  deccnil}^  covered  ;  an<l  tliat,  after  ])uh]ic  wor- 
ship, the  men  under  arms  sliall  njareh,  alojig  with  the 
Magistrates  and  Council,  all  along  Uriiig  and  praising 
God  for  the  said  day,  to  the  Cross,  which  is  to  be  covered 
in  a  decent  inanncr;  that  musicians  be  thereon,  and  that 
a  theatre  be  erected,  whereupon  wine  is  to  be  brought,  of 
good  qualit}^  for  congratulating  His  Majesty  U})0]ti  his 
birthday,  and  his  happ}^  accessio]!  to  the  throne  of  his 
ancestors;  and  that  those  under  anns  discharge  their 
muskets  three  several  times,  and  also  the  cannon  belong- 
ing to  the  town,  both  on  the  Castlehill  and  Blockhouse, 
be  likewise  discharged  three  several  times. 

Council  lie  (J.,  vol.   LVii.,  ]).   L'Gl. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Council,  it  was  enacted 
that  that  part  of  the  oath  administei'cd  to  new  entering 
]^Hn"gesses  at  their  admission,  relating  io  l\)per3'  and 
Quakerism,  be  disjiensed  with.  This  was  no  doubt  done 
to  curry  favour  with  the  King,  who  favoured  the  Popish 
religion,  being  hiurself  a  profound  ]\unjan  Catholic.  His 
^lajest}^  continues  to  name  the  Council — His  Grace 
George,  Karl  of  Huntly,  attending  and  i»rcsenting  the 
list. 
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168S.        S^lcA'auocr  S^utrv.'ion  of  Douvtn. 

Counnl  Jii'i^/.,  vol.   i.viJ.,  ;'.   2i)l. 

Tlic  Earls  of  Errol  and  ]\[arjsd)all,  and  the  Laird  of 
Balquliine,  or  anyone  of  tliem,are  nominate  lobe  present 
to  see  His  Maje.stie*s  royal  pleasure  regularly  and  effec- 
tually put  in  execution.  On  the  ITUi  December,  the  Laird 
of  Lalquliine  attend.s  and  sees  all  the  j^crsons  named 
accept  of  their  o/iice,  and  take  the  oatli  de  fulcli. 
Nota  Bene. — There  ^v^ere  some  of  these  worthy  membcr.-j 
Jcnown  to  be  Popish. 


1689.  ^lo  ^^Vanii  ©ilicn, 

But  a  Dean  was  i-egularly  acting. 

Council  JiCrj.,  vol.   Lvn. 

Dr.  George  Gordon,  one  of  the  Town's  Ministers,  is,  by 
a  majorit}^  of  votes  in  the  Town  Council,  nominate  to  pro- 
ceed to  London  with  their  loyal  address  to  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Orange.  The  elections  this  year  proceeded  by 
poll. 

1690.  .  f  bomaii  }\liii!H";(. 

Council  luij.,  vol  LVii.,  }).  SoT. 

Elections  again  made  by  poll.  AVhatever  his  most 
gracious  Majestie's  nominations  may  liavc  meant, 
they  do  not  make  the  minutes  better  kept,  or  tlie 
record  of  elections  more  distinctly  entered,  fur,  from  IGSG 
till  lOOO^  the  minutes  are  ill   kept,  or  not  kept  at  all. 
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1691.  golin  5\Ibvi)ni. 

]'ol.  Lvii.,  p.  358. 

1692.  gnnu.'i  ?ijcbc. 

,,       „      p.  3S7. 

Tlie  previous  year,  Baillies  ]Moir  and  Eobertson 
called  the  Couiicil  togetlicr,  and  pre.sciited  to  tlie  meeting 
an  act  of  His  i\lajesiic's  Privy  Council,  ordering  the 
Magisti-aies  and  Council  to  elect  a  Jiew  Provost,  in  place 
of  John  Sand  11a] ids.  Tlicy  accoi'dlngly  do  as  they  are 
bidden,  and  nominate  and  elect  Walter  Cochrane  of 
Dumbreck,  the  })resent  Pi-ovost. 

1693.  wlidlam  (Ocllic 

Council  21('<j.,   vol.   I. VI I.,    ;>.  -11 'J. 

The  Council  being  co]ivc;ned,  it  was  thereon  repre- 
sented that  it  had  been  the  constant  practice  of  their 
predecessors  to  appoint  the  d^^ets  of  preaching  to  the 
town's  ministers  within  the  churches  of  the  P>urgh  as 
they  judged  most  convenient.  Accordingly,  agreeable  to 
said  practice,  the  Council,  ui)on  certain  weighty  considera- 
tions, judged  it  expedient  to  enact  and  ordain  that  Dr. 
Patrick  Sibbald  and  \)\\  William  Blair  should  preach 
every  Sunda}^  by  tvnns  in  the  Old  Chuivh,  and  that  l^r. 
Georfro  Gordon  and  Mr.  Andi'ew  Ihrniett  should  in  liko 
manner  i)reach  in  the  New  Chui-ch — which  dycts  of 
l)reaching  the  Council  appoints  these  their  ministers  to 
observe  in  time  comiiig,  and  if  they  should  fail  in  so  doing, 
they  hereby  ])rohibit  the  Treasurer  from  paying  them 
any  part  of  their  stipend,  until  they  give  due  obedience 
to  this  Act,  which  is  to  be  intimated  to  them  by  two 
membei's  of  the  Council. 
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1694.  lijobnf  |labii):;o!u\ 

(■ouiit:i!  Ji't'j.,  vol.  Lvii.,  ;;.  403. 

A  Prcsl)3''tcrian  Iviik  Session  furmeJ  this  year  in 
Aberdeen,  at  wliieli  date  there  were  eight  Pj-esbyterian 
ministers  in  tlie  Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Vol.,  LVII.,  p.  41)). 
530. 


1695.  ^ku^m  0)rfm. 

1697.  ^aau:;   •Ivolou. 

r,s3. 

Several  Members  of  Council  join  in  a  formal  com- 
plaint ai;^'ainst  Mr.  Johji  Johnstone's  election  as  Provost. 
In  this  lengthy  document,  among  other  grave  (thaiges, 
they  declare  that  he  and  his  father-in-law,  Cruiclvshank 
of  ]-]anchory,  disregardful  of  the  laws  of  God  and  the  sett 
of  the  Burgh,  liave  arranged  for  tlic  future  to  get  them- 
selves alternately  returned  as  Provost.  The  laird  of 
Banchory  has  already  had  hhnself  re-elected  four  several 
running  j^ears.  Tlie  Lord's  of  Privy  Council  cancel  .Mr. 
Johnstone's  appointuient,  and  in  December,  tlic  haill 
Council  in  full  meeting,  elect  Alexander  Walk-ei',  Provost. 
In  1G81  he  had  been  DeaJi  of  Guild.  His  daughter, 
Mai-garet,  became  the  wife  of  the  Pev.  Colin  Campbell, 
and  tluis,  the  mother  of  the  famous  Principal  George 
Campbell,  of  whom  it  has  been  well  said,  that  we  shall  in 
vain  look  over  the  v>diole  of  Christendom  for  the  last 
eighteen  hundi'cd  3'ears,  for  any  writer  who  lias  more 
completely  understood  the  sense,  and  more  thoroughly 
imbib(Hl  the  .spirit  of  the  Gospel.  A  man  of  a  suunder 
head  and  sounder  heart  than  Campbell,  pei-haps  never 
put  pen  to  pai)cr. 
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1698.  (5rovac  f'niirh!;k\uh,  ijonnncr. 

Vol  Lvii.,  p.  C70. 

1699.  ;^;o[nT  Leslie 

"-      -        --  „        „        718. 

1700.  Cuwroc  ,$-lioin. 


1701 


„         ..         725. 

King  James  died  in  Se])lenilH''r  of  lljis  year. 


^  '  Vol  Lvii,,  ;^  840. 

King  William  died  in  ^Tarcli  iliis  year — is  succeeded 
by  Anne,  tlie  daugliier  of  James. 

1703.  ■       ^',obcvt  ,?icu;u-t, 

^  Vol  LVII.,  p.  602. 

1704.  (luovac  (Lnrul;:ilj;inlu  ^^^ 

On  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February  of  this  year, 
the  bacrament  of  the  holy  communion  is  administered  to 
the  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Clnirch  for  the  fu'st 
time  since  the  re-establishment  in  the  year  1  COO. 

Council  J!rr/.,  Vol.  lvui.,  j^.   17. 

An  act  for  securing  the  Protestant  religion  and  Pres- 
byterian church  government,  is  passed  into  law  this  year. 

^'^^*^'  c^cililUain  cirubcii.-  .„ 
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The  union  of  Scot] and  and  England  was  formally 
ratified  L}^  iho  Scottislt  ])ar]ianient,  on  the  sixteen lli  of 
Januaiy,  received  the  royal  asscjit  on  the  sixth  of  ]\Iarch, 
and  came  i)ito  actual  o])eration  on  tlic  first  of  J\Iay. 

Coviicii  JtCt;.,  rot.    i.\iii.,  ;'.    12 J. 

Spring  water  brought  into  towji,  and  fountains 
erected;  and  as  William  Lindsay,  goldsmith,  directed 
and  overseed  the  work,  he  has  a  salary  conferred  upoji 
liiu)  of  £1C  ISs.  ,3d.  sterling,  during  life,  lie  conti^niijig 
t.o  take  proper  care  of  the  same. 

Covnc'd  y.V^/,,  vol.   Lviir.,  p.   105. 

Jolni  Gordon,  late  Provost,  is  ])y  tlie  district  of 
Burghs,  to  wit  :  Abei'dee]!,  Montrose,  Aberbrothwick, 
Brechin,  and  ]jervie,  chosen  as  member  to  rei)resent 
them  in  the  first  British  Parliament.  The  Towji 
Council  of  Aberdeeii  agree  to  pa^'-  his  charges.  Ac- 
cordingly, by  their  act  of  July,  1709,  they  appoint  tho 
Treasurer  to  pa.y  to  him  the  sum  of  X21G  sterling,  being 
the  value  of  the  exi^enses,  as  per  account  given  in  from 
October  to  May.  •    •.       *•    . 

Council  lic<j.,  vol   Lvni.,  p.  204. 

On  the  2.3rd  June, the  Council  ap]»ointthc  Ti-easurer 
to  pay  ]\Ir.  Jolni  Gordon,  their  late  representative  in 
Parliament,  £103  sterlim:,^  as  his  chari^^es  in  attendinf;^  tho 
lav'^t  sessioji  of  Parliament. 


FKOM    143G   TO    ]87'3.  63 

1711.  %'^mt'<^  V\ohnbm\, 

Council  Ucijlstcr,  vol.  LViii.,  ;>.  2J-1. 

In  the  v/into]-  of  the  ycar,tlic  Gruci-al  Assembly  sent 
the  Venerable  Cai's  I  airs,  Professor  Black^V(.l],  of  yVbei'deen, 
and  anofclier,  as  a  d(iputatio]i  to  London,  to  couiplaiii  about 
the  fasts. 

1712.  Oilfiniu  ©clfic. 

Counr'il  l\('j.,  vol.  LVjrj.,  ;>.  282, 

An  act  to  restoj-e  the  })atrons  to  tlicir  ancient  ri^-lits 
of  presenting  ministers  to  churches  vacant  in  that  part  of 
Great  Ihitaui  called  Scotland,  is  })assed  into  law,  and  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  years  is  in  its  operation  more  pro- 
ductive of  discord  iu  the  kirl:,  than  any  one  other 
measure  of  Queen  Anne's  reign.  By  its  phraseolog}',  as 
Avell  as  its  coiitents,  the  Patronage  Act  was  peculiai-ly 
oirensive.  Within  a  year  the  first  seccession  from  the 
Church  of  Scotland  is  oiganised.  Non-Jurors,  Cauaer- 
onians,  Non-llearers,  are  active — the  i)ress  teems  ^vith 
pamphlets,  the  voy  titles  of  such  as—"  The  Protestation, 
Apologetic  Declaration,  and  Admonitory  Vindication  of  a 
Poor,  Wasted,  Misrepresented  Eenniant  of  the  Suliering, 
anti-Popish,  anti-Prelate,  anti-Erastian,  anti-Sectarian, 
True  Presbyterian  Cliuich  in  Scotland,"  or  of 'J'estlnionies, 
such  as  the  one  "  Against  sectarian  errors,  heresies,  and 
blasphemies,  particuLarly  against  Arianism,  Simsonianism, 
Socinianism,  Quakerism,  JJeism,  Pui-ognianism,  Familism, 
Scepticism,  Ai'minianism,  vVntinomianism,  Pellagianism, 
Campbcllianism,  Liberianisin,  P)iownism,  Anaba[)tism, 
I^lillenariani.^m,  Wbitelu-ldianism,  Latitudinaiiani>m,  and 
Indeiu'iidency,  give  evidence  t>f  that  pride  which  a[>es 
humility. 


CG  1)j:axs  of  ciuir.i)  of  auerdefn, 

1713.  Earner.   nUac!;. 

Vol   LViii.,  p.   341. 

1714.  iiobcr(  g^bcrcvoiiibic. 

The  Duke  of  Ilamiltoii,  Ambassador  to  Paris,  said  io 
be  ilicrc  for  tlie  purpose  of  bringing  over  the  heir  of  the 
liouye  of  Stuart,  is  killed  in  a  duel  witli  Lord  J^Iohun. 
Both  the  coiiib:ilauts  arc  killed.  On  the  1st  xVugnst, 
"  tlie  good  (2uee]i  Anne  "  dies. 

Council  JiC'jisfrr,  vol.  Lvni.,  7),  410. 

In  the  montli  of  September,  ihis  3'ear,  a  rebellion 
broke  out  in  Scotland  against  his  Majcstie's  government. 
On  the  28th  of  tlie  month  when  the  ^rairisti-ates,  accord- 
ing  to  custom,  liad  made  choice  of  members  for  the  new 
Council,  Georo-(j,  Earl  Marischall,  entered  the  tow)i,  A\-ith 
a  company  of  horse,  Jiumbering  about  forty,  wlio  marclied 
directly  to  the  cross.  There  the  Earl  and  Ins  company 
were  joined  by  a  great  numl,>er  of  disaflectcd  inhabitants, 
commonly  called  Jacobites,  among  whom  was  AVilliam 
Gray,  then  convener  of  tlie  trades.  ]\[ounting  the  Cross, 
the  Earl  caused  a  herald  proclaim  tlie  Chevalier  do  St. 
George,  King  of  Great  Eritain,  France,  and  Ireland,  under 
the  name  of  James  Ihc  Eight,  King  of  Scotland  and  Third 
of  England.  After  this  solemnity  was  ovei*,  they  took 
possession  of  the  Town  House,  which  prevented  the 
JMagistrates  completing  the  elections.  Some  time  after, 
by  tuck  of  d)-um,  the  iidiabitants  are  ad\ertised  to  meet 
on  the  2r)th,  within  the  new  church,  and  there  to  proceed, 
by  a  roll,  to  the  election  of  Magistrates  and  Council,  to 
serve  the  town  the  ensuing  year.     Accordingly,  a  very 
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great  iivimLor  a^sclllblcd  in  the   cluircli,  and   tliei'e,  by 
roll,  clioosc  men  afiected  to  the  Jacobite  cause.     On  the 
17th  October,  a  Head  Court  -svas  called  within  the  Town 
House,  wlicn  l^rovost    Patrick   BauuLiman    produced   a 
letter  he  liad  i-eceivcd   from  the  Earl  of  Mar,  then  com- 
inandcr-in-chief   of  tlie  Chevalier's  forces,  encamped   at 
Perth,  of  date  Gth  curi'cnt,  comniandin;^  the  Maij-istrates 
and  Council  to  raise  a  six  moiiths'  cess  in  full  of  all  former 
cess,   cxtcjidijiLj  to   the  sum   uf  /^i^OO   sterling,  and  that 
against  the  oOtli  instant,  with  certification,  if  they  failed 
therein,  that  they  v.'ould  be  quartered  upon  for  the  same. 
The  Head  Court,  taking  this  iiito  serious  consideration, 
unanimously  agree   that  the  said   sum   of  £200  be  im- 
mediately cessed  for,  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  a  collector, 
to  be  nominated  hy  them  against  the  30th.     On  the  2Gth 
Octol.)er,  the  To\sai  Council  being  convened,  it  was  repre- 
sented that  Mr.  Thon:ias  Blackwell,  ^Ir.  Colin  Caujpbell, 
and  Mr.  Francis  M  civil,  three  of  the  town's  ^Ministers, 
pi-ayed  publicly   in  tlie  church  for  King  George  as  king 
of  the  realme,  and  this  contrary'-  to  the  oi'ders  emitted  by 
the  Earl  of  ]\Iar  at  Perth;  whereupon  the  Council  judged 
it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them  to  seethe  said  order  obeyed. 
They  therefore  appointed  Thoujas   Shand,  the  Maister  of 
Kirk  and  Prig  AVark,  to  intimate   to  the  three   foresaid 
ministers   the   ICarl  of  Mar's  orders,  and  re(piire  them  in 
the  name   of  the  Council  to  crivc  obedience   thereto   on 
Sunday  next,  otherwise  the  Magisti-ates  will  stop  them 
from  preaching.      The   ministei'S,    upon    this    i)itimati(Ui 
made  to  them,  declared  they  could   not,  in   duty,  comply, 
whereupon  the}'   were    stopt   from    preaching   in    tiieir 
churches.      Hereui)on,  Dr.  Gco)-'^e  Garden,  Dr.  Alexander 
PurjKtt,  and  Mr.  Dundjcck,  who  used  the  liturgy  of  the. 
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Church  of  Englr-Jifl,  were  settled  m  ihclr  chiirclics.  Dr. 
Blah-,  the  fouiih  uiini.ster,  did  as  he  was  bid,  and  re- 
mained. The  forenanied  Mr.  Blackwell,  .Mr.  Campbell, 
and  ]\Ir.  Melvil,  the  Pj-esbyterian  ministers,  v/ho  \v ere  now 
out  of  their  clnn-ehes,  hired  two  barns  within  the  to^Yn  to 
perfoi-m  public  worshi])  in,  and  there  they  boldly  con- 
tinued to  conduct  public  \vo]-shi[),  and  to  beseech  God 
Almighty  to  lielp  their  lawful  king,  George  ;  and  this 
the  rrovost,  who  was  a  genilejnanly  man,  and  good 
natured,  ^v inked  at. 

1710. 

In  April,  £I)Om;t^  ^'UiiiblTI. 

and  ^  -  -        -^  Vol  ixu.,-p.4ol. 

September,  Ci^HiKiaiU  ef  OvIjC;. 

41)8. 

In  October  of  the  previous  year,  the  Provost,  i)i  Head 
Court,  read  the  following  letter,  which  he  had  received 
fi-om  the  Connjiandcr-m-chief  of  the  followers  of  the 
Chevalier  Do  Saint  George,  the  Earl  of  Mar,  at  Perlh  :— 

Gentlemfn, 

The  necessity  of  the  King's  affairs,  and  the  safety 
of  the  country,  at  this  juncture  requiring  that  every 
good  Scotsman  shoidd  assist  the  public  according  to 
his  ability  ;  and  having  desired  that  the  sum  of  £2000 
sterling,  be  borrowed  from  gentlemen  heritoi-s,  particu- 
larly from  burghers,  tradesmen,  and  others,  residing 
^vithin  the  town  of  Al>erdcrn,  for  the  use  of  the  King's 
army  ;  for  which  they  shall  have  the  i)ublic  credit,  to  be 
repaid  with  hiterest  from  the  time  of  a<lvance.  I  there- 
fore thought  it  lit  to  ac<juaint  you  theivwith,  that  you 
])roi»ortIon  it  among  them  in  such  manner  as  maybe  most 
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easy  A:)r  the  inliabitant^".,  aud  rao.si  effectual  for  raising- 
the  said  Fum.  ^'oiir  speedy  co]]ipl3'iiig  tlicrewitli,  will 
prevent  furtlier  troidjlc. 

I  am,  Gentlemex, 
>  Yours,  &:c.,  Szc, 

M  A  R. 
The  meeting  came  to  Ihc  conclusion  tliat  it  would 
be  impossible  to  raise  so  large  a  sum.  Tlicy  therefore 
restrict  the  sum  lo  £500,  and  appoint  a  Conmiittee  of 
their  numljor  to  conlrive  the  properest  way  for 
raising  it,  aisd  set  a.hout  doing  the  same,  without 
loss  of  time.  The  Chevalier  landed  at  Peterhead  in 
December.  He  came  to  Aberdeen  mcor/.,  and  dined 
at  the  liouse  of  Alexander  Scott,  a,  shipmaster  in  the 
Castlegate,  proceeding  in  the  afternoon  to  Fetteresso,  a 
house  of  lilarl  Marischal's. 

1717.  guiku-  fovbfs. 

CouncH  Jii'j.,  vol.  LVJii., /'.  5G1. 

At  a  Head  Court,  liolden  on  the  21st  January  last 
3'eai',  the  Provost  produced  a  letter  dated  fiom  Scone, 
containing  a  proclamation  from  the  Oievalier  de  Saint 
Gcoi'ge,  connnanding  all  noblemcji,  barons,  heritors,  and 
others,  to  repair  to  the  camp  at  Peilh,  with  their  best 
liorscs,  arms  and  accoutrements.  Oji  tlie  motion  of  the 
Provost,  the  meeting  agreed  to  raise  in  the  town  a  troop 
of  horse,  and  also  X-300  for  tlicir  su])port.  But  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  Highland  army  at  Perth,  there  is  reason  to 
believe,  saved  the  city,  its  men,  and  money. 

1T18.  ciliUhiai  (Lviruh.^h;ial;. 

Coi'iiril  Ii'i/.,  J'ol.  i.viii.,  ;>.  Oil. 
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The  Council  cDaei,  tliat  no  person  in  lime  coming 
shall  presume  to  covrr  any  house  witliin  the  bur^^li  oi- 
suburbs,  Avith  hcalhor,  or  thatehing  of  straw,  and  that 
under  penalty  ol'  {\{iy  merks  Scots,  but  that  all  houses 
shall  be  covered  ^v]th  slates  or  tyles. 

1719.  ^wnnl  /;;irqub;"(rfion. 

Counal  Ji'ij.^  vol.  jaiii.,  y.  C15, 
]\Iarischal  Keith  cnibai-ks  at  Ilunc,  in  March — lands 
at  Loch  Alsh  about  the  midillc  of  ^^ay,  and  soon  has  loOO 
mcu  encamped  in  the  solitude  of  Glenshiel,  read}^  to  make 
another  al)Ortive  efibrt  for  the  Stuarts.  Colonel  Wight- 
man  with  IGOO  government  troops,  the  Frasei's,  i\ronroes, 
and  the  Sutherland  men,  attack  liim  in  June — after  a 
three  hours'  fight  they  disperse  the  Highlanders,  and 
march  Ijacl:.  to  Edinburgh,  with  27-1  pi'isoners. 


1720. 
1721. 
1722. 

goha  ^VH^i)rltoib  (^lOcr. 

Vol  Lvni.,  j\  CS;5. 
Vol  Lix.,  )\  2. 

1723. 

gohir  (L)OrboiT. 

>> 

44. 

1724. 

2\lc,v;inbii  odlcitimi). 

" 

,,           81. 

1725.  ' 

ca'liili'.nn  Vtlofoat. 

" 

M         H7. 

20: 


An  act  for  appointing  Commissioners  of  the  estates 
of  certain  traitoi's,  and  of  ro]ush  I'ccusaiits,  and  of  estates 
given  to  superstitious  uses,  in  order  to  raise  money  out  of 
them  severally  for  the  use  of  the  ])ub]ic,  is  not  doing  tlie 
work  anticipated  ;  very  little  of  the  money  product  of 
the  estates  sold,  finds  its  way  into  the  public  inn-sc. 


Vol  LX. 


101. 
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1726.  ©corac  ?noio:it. 

IW,  nx.,  ;;.  300. 

1727.  (i^Uni;u;T  ^-Livvt:;. 

3CS. 
In  this  yeai-,  tlic  fi]\sl  George  dies. 

1728.  ^hx'^vMx  /ovbcr^. 

1729.  S^fnanbcr  i'ilniici^ifoir. 
17S0.  lohii  Stlibbldom  5^uir. 

It  was  tliis  year  that  Rohert  Gordon  of  Uio  family  of 
Straloch,  res  id  enter  in  vVberdeen,  becjueatVied  all  his  sub- 
stance in  fit \  our  of  the  town,  aniounting  to  nearly  eleven 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  mainly  for  tlie  maintenance  of 
burghers  and  craftsme}i's  suns  and  grandsons.  The 
hospital  was  built  in  1732  ;  it  Avas  not  open  for  the  re- 
ception of  boys  till  1750.  Its  first  occupants  were  part  of 
the  King's  troojjs,  under  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
Since  its  opening,  two  thousand  five  hundred  a)id  fifty- 
three  buys  have  been  educated  in  it,  and  many  incji, 
eminent  in  letters  and  in  the  pulpit,  ha.vc  been  teachers 
there.  The  capital  stock  of  the  hospital  now  amounts  to 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  pounds. 


1731.  SSl^vanbcr  |iol-ci1r^O)b 

1732.  (L'corac  forlics. 
^7^^'               Sfcvanlicr  (Lvombic, 


Vol  LX.,  2'-  --^0. 

If  >>  *.v'U. 

..        ..        334. 


The  Dean  of  Guild  and  his  assessors,  findiiii:  that  the 
liour  of  nieeting  at  diliVrent  fairs  in  the  county  varies, 
recommejid  the  Dean  of  Guild  to  lay  before  the  Council 
for  their  a])probation,  and  issue  as  advertisement,  at  all 
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the  Parish  Kirlcs,  tjiat  llie  morcats  will  Lo  proclaimed  at 
twelve  o'clock  uiid-day  in  time  coming,  after  the  iirst  day 
of  Jainiary  next. 


1734.  game.';  c^fvachair,  ?Uiir. 

1735.  S;unc:;  J:uo.i-i;;on,  ^\\x\. 


Vol  'LX.,i>.  3GG. 
301. 


Two  late  Pj'ovosIs,  two  present  Baillie.^,  the  "in-c- 
vions  Dean,  thi'eo  late  Laillie.-;,  and  four  merchants,  iorui 
the  Court  at  this  date, 

1736.  jriicm;i;i  DuuTl. 

Council  Jicg.,  vol.  lx.,  p.  438. 

The  Curia  Gildc,  findino-  that  the  Bux  is  not  i)i  a 
condition  io  uphold  the  poor  decayed  brctlircn,  their 
Avidows,  and  childi'cn,  and  this  mainly  b}^  reason  that  for 
many  years  past  the  Ikirgesses  have  not  paid  in  their 
quarterly  peimies,  enact  that  the  Burgesses  of  Guih.l, 
from  this  present  time,  ])ay  i]i  tlieir  quarterly  peimics,  and 
that,  A\dth  certification,  that  in  case  an}^  Buiger  be  deli- 
cient  (who  pa3\s  Scot  and  lot  with  his  neighbours^,  that 
such  deficients  shall  have  no  title  cither  lor  themselves 
or  their  families  to  be  settled  on  the  Guild  Box  of  this 
Burgh,  Avhen  they  happen  to  be  depauperate. 

1737.  ecliiliaiu  ioihmt 

Council  ncj.,   vol    LX.,  p.   491. 

At  Aberdeen,  this  first  day  of  Februaiy,  ]  737,  in 
presence  of  the  Provost,  Baillies,  old  and  new  Council  of 
the  Burgh  of  Aberdeen,  the  Dean  of  Guild  and  his 
assessors,  t-aking  uiider  their  consideration  the  unceriaint}' 
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of  all  liiiman  afrair.s,  and  the  Diany  vlc'ts^ltndcs  and  cliangv.-:-; 
they  are  liable  to,  Init  more  ^uartieiilarly  the  great  hazard 
and  uncertainty  attending  trade,  whereby  mcrcliants  very 
often  meet  villi  misrortunes,  and  man^^  good  families  are 
reduced  to  great  straits  and  want,  and  they  and  their 
Avidows  and  daughters  loft  in  a  ver^*  destitute  condition  ; 
and  finding  that  their  present  ])rovision  from  the  Guild 
Box,  and  otlier  funds,  comes  fiir  short,  and  is  insufficient 
to  ansuur  theii-  necessities  in  any  tok'i"abl'>  manner,  cou- 
sidej-jjig  the  great  nundici'  of  bui-glicrs,  their  widows,  and 
dauglitei's  ;  tlierefore,  that  all  due  care  ma}'  be  taken, 
and  suitable  provision  made  for  the  convenient  sup[)ort 
and  maintenance  of  such  burghers,  aiid  more  j»articularly 
their  poor  widows  and  daugliters,  the  ])ean  of  Guild 
and  his  assessors  did  make  an  act  of  their  court,  which 
act  was  ratified  by  the  "J'own  Council  of  this  burgh,  and 
hoinologate,  and  ap[)roven  by  the  Double  Council. 
Then  follows  a  iniiuite  and  lengtliy  detail  of  the  process 
of  creation  of  this  fund,  to  Ije  called  the  Additional  Fund. 
Evei-y  burgher  who  is  in  a  condition  to  bear  and  pay  Scot 
and  lot  and  public  burdens  within  the  burgh,  shall  pay 
cpiartcrl}^  one  shilling;  or  if  any  burgher  is  willing  to  })ay 
in  twelve  pounds  (  wclve  shillings  Scots,  against  Whitsun- 
day next,  which  sum  is  computed  to  be  erpial  to  a  life 
contribution.  .  .  .  One  hundred  and  twenty  brethren 
did  then  and  there  pay  dowJi  tlu'ir  twelve  pounds  twelve 
shillings  Scots — and  thus  began  the  Guild  Ihvthren's 
Additional  Fund. 

1738.  (vliiruuu  !H)olihiL   Ji'un. 

CoUlidl  Jlrij  ,  Vol.  LX.,  i>.  5G(,5. 


7t  DEANS   OJ-    GUILD   OF    ALERDEEX, 

Tlio   law'    ^vith    rcreicncc   to    Infant    Uin-i-es.scs    'i> 
wo3l]i  quoting:      '^t   is   enact<jd    that   whcji  Uuigliers' 
cLildrcn  are  entered,  jure  ];>aicTmiaiisy  before  they  be  of 
age,  tlie  guinea  of  contriljution  is  not  to  bo  de}jianded  of 
thejii,  but  tlicir   Burgliei's'  Acts  shall  bear  tlie  following 
clause,  viz. :  *  With  this  oxiness  condition  and  provision, 
that  how  soon  the  persons  admitted  attain   the  age  oi" 
t\v'e]ity-oue  years  complete,  and  the  Dean  of  Guild's  Court 
!-ha]]   find  them   in  capacity,  thoy  are,  and  shall   be  by 
their  acceptance  hereof,  bound  and  obliged  to  satisfy  and 
pay  ix)  the  Dean  of  Guild  for  the  tijue  being,  one  guinea 
for  behoof  of  Uk'.  Guild  Box,  or  othcrv/ise,  that  they  shall 
lose  the  benefit  of  this  Biu'gess  Act,  and  all  title  and  a<l- 
vantage  competent  to  them  thereby.' " 

1739.  ^ililUam  riafaii).';o.it. 

Coundl  Ju(j.,  vol.   LX.,  p.   G-2. 

Frequently  in  the  niinute  books  there  is  this  signi- 
ficant entry.  "  The  absents  were  fyncd,  each  of  tliem 
in  one  shilling  sterling."  The  Dean  of  Guild  is  also 
about  this  time  much  exercised  with  those  merchants 
who  deal  in  plaiding  and  ]\learns  linen,  an<l  also,  in 
sha])ing  out  the  table  of  bulking  of  goods  imported. 

1740.  :Mc^auDtT   nliUhcil.  ■ 

Counal  Jioj.,   wL   i.x.,  /^   H.")!. 

The  Court  unanimouslv  aL^rcc  to  the  overtures  a/^q-ced 
to  by  the  Directors  of  the  Infirmary  and  \Vo)-k  House, 
am-nt  the  building  oJ'  them  at  tlie  back  of  the  Tolhooth 
and  Wochiiauliill,  coidnim  (<)  acopy  thereof  I'ead  ijiCoui't, 
and  agreed  to   by  the  J")irector><,  (:.ii  the  2oi<\  Xtnembci-, 


1731);  and  rccoDinJcml:;  to  Uu;  Directors,  if  lliey  tliiuk 
proper,  to  ciiM  for  sonic  of  ilio  princijiiLl  suLscrib'^rs  an-l 
shew  theiu  the  overture.  'J'lie  Dean,  Jolin  llicart  of  Auch- 
nacart,  James  Gordon  of  ljaiiclK)ry,aud  James  Dycc,  Sen., 
are  then  named  Directors  f)r  tlio  ensuing  year,  of  the 
Infirmary  and  Woik  IJoiise.  Tlie  Dean,  Pj-ovost  Cruick- 
shank,  Provost  Cljalmers,  13.  Mowat,  and  Andrew  Logic, 
arc  appointed  a  conniiitteo  to  prepare  a  proper  representa- 
tion to  the  Justices  of  tlie  Peace  anent  tlio  )-egnlation  of 
the  Stockin,  and  recommends  to  ike  Dean  ot*  Guild  to 
cause  paper  }uitterns  to  be  distribute  among  tlie  stanipers. 

1741.  ;f5o[)n  i;]uvn(t(  of  (- Ivich. 

Cvtni'.-il  Ji''  •/.,   Vol.  I. XL,  p.   3. 

Twenty  [>ounds  paid  out  of  tlie  Guild  Wine  Fund 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  AVork  House  this  year.  The 
ordinary  Sederunt  of  the  Court  to  bo  each  Saturday  at 
twelve  o'clock  noon. 

r/42.  ^nbrcto  Xoaif, 

Counril  JiKj.,  rul.  LM.,  j>.  !S1. 

James  Strachan,  the  Dean  of  GuihVs  ofllcer,  is 
scjuously  I'cprimandetl  foi'  his  negligenc(3  in  allowing 
merchants  to  expose  for  sale,  and  sell,  stockins  that  are 
only  two  fold,  and  are  not  stamped,  and  James  is  warned 
that  he  Avill  lose  his  oflice  if  he  be  not  more  diligent  in 
future,  in  seizing  and  bringing  to  the  Dean  of  Guild  all 
sucli  stockins  so  found,  lie  is  further  instructed  to  be 
]>resent  at  eveiy  Court  Meeting  on  Saturday,  to  answcj- 
any  queiies. 
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1743.  o^lilliinu  ^^jibldou. 

CoimrU  J!r,/.^  fo/.  i.xi.,  p.  ]'2-2. 

Abont  iljis  thiic,  ilio  Dcaii  of  Guild  having  considered 
a  complaijit  by  Jfunes  Straclian,  liis  ofiicer,  against  Jeaii 
Ei-ew  and  Bailjara  Garden,  in  Bellielvie,  and  ]\largai-c.t 
]*'oisy(.]i,  iu  Piirklill],  found  it  })i-ON'cn  b}'  tlicir  confi'ssioji, 
thai  iliey  liad  bonglit — Uie  one  of  lliein,  forl^'-slx  pairs  of 
stockins  unstainp^xl,  wliereof  twenty  })airs  ^\•l•J•e  iih.n 
•short  in  dimensions,  ond  the  other  forty-tlnvc  pairs  of 
s(oc);ins  nnstiinipt,  %\diereof  t\vo  pairs  of  lliem  M'erc 
sliort  in  dimensions.  ]3arbara  Garden  li.id  bought  twenty- 
eight  })airs  stockins  unstampt,  and  six  pairs  of  them 
were  shoi-t  in  dimensions.  TJiey  are  all  fined,  and  the 
stockins  sliort  in  dimensions  ai'e  confiscat. 

1714.  Salidiam  Coi)!nT.i3, 

Counril  lUij.,   vol.   LXi.,  jK    17'). 

Harvest  began  very^  soon  this  year,  aiid  thei'e  was  a 
ver}''  great  crop.  On  the  8th  September  it  eonnncneed  to 
rain,  and  i-aincd  lieavily  every  day  for  six  weeks,  so  that 
all  the  cro])  was  spoiled. 

1745.  ITo  eiidmx. 

La-^t  ])oa]i  and  Assessors  acting. 

In  August,  17-15,  the  ■[)rince  landed  in  Scotland,  and 
was  soo)\  after  joined  by  some  of  the  ]  Ilghland  C'liiefs. 
General  ('Ope  marched  in  quest  of  them  to  Inverness,  l»y 
Highland  Road,  and  returned  to  Aberdeen  on  the  11th 
of  Sei)teniber,  encam]ied  on  tlie  Dove  Cot  Brae  till  Sunday 
the   loth,  \\\\v\\  he  slii}>)K'd  all  his  men  on  board  of  trans- 
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povty,  and  laiKlcd  thvin.  llie  Thursday  afli-.r  ai  Dunbar. 
Before  sailing,  ho  ap^diod  to  tljc  ]\lagistrates  desiring  tliat 
ilio}^  would  deliver  to  him  ilie  town's  cannon,  and  such 
small  arms  as  are  in  their  possession,  for  which  he  should 
be  accouulable  wlu  ii  tlie  i-ebelliou  was  over.  Thr.  ^tagis- 
trates  com[)lifd,  and  cannuns  an<l  small-anns  were  sent 
on  board  tliesliips  witli  tlu;  trouj)s,  and  were  afterwards 
accounted  foi-  tu  tlic  tuwji  by  the  Government.  Lord 
Lewis  Gordon  had  been  nominat'Ml  by  ''the  rrince," 
f-overnor  of  Abc'nlecn.     His  luother's  factur,  Julm  jlamil- 

o 

ton,  with  a  large  company  of  Sti'atldjogie  men,  had 
stopped  the  elections,  and  Loi-d  Lewis,  with  his  depute, 
William  Moir  of  Lomnay,  i-ul^'d. 

1746. 

In  July,  6corO(C:   (DOVboiT,    %m. 

and  '^  Vol.  Lx..,  p.  -220. 


In  September,        JiltmCfi   |)I:uIl,   ^UU. 


23S. 

s 


On  the  2.jtli  Se]^tember,  1 7 4 .^  some  of  tlie  King'; 
troops,  under  tlie  comuiand  of  11.11.11.  tlic  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  the  King's  son,  arrived  i]i  town,  and  the 
DulvC  himself  in  a  few  days  aftei-,  the  weather  then 
proving  bad,  he  tila'ul  i)i  Aberdeen  till  the  Silo  April. 
During  his  residence  he  appointed  twelve  of  the  principal 
burghers  to  act  as  governors,  in  niannging  tliu  jiublie 
alTairs,  until  the  rebellion  should  be  sto})i)ed.  On  the  iSth 
April,  the  governors  received  an  express,  by  wliich  thry 
were  acquainted  that  a  battle  had  been  fought  l)etween 
tlic  two  armies  near  CuUodcn.  House.  The  Duke's  army 
had  completely  routed  that  of  the  Prince;  hereupon  there 
was  great  rejoicing  in  the  town — the  bells  tolled  two 
whole   days.     The  rebellion  being  suppressed  and  peace 
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losiorO'l,  an  t.^vJci'  fVoiii  his  I\l;LJL'..tic'.s  Privy  Cuuncil  caiuo, 
a})j)L)intiiig  Uic  ol«l  and  new  Council  tliat  were  in  being 
in  tlio  Ijui-i^h  at  Micliaolinaslast,  and  were  then  .stopped  at 
tlie  electitjns  hy  tlie  rebol^i,  to  proceed  now  to  the  clioice 
of  ^Magistrates  on  the  Otli  of  Jul}-.  'J'he  elections  v.ei-e 
accordingly-  made.  After  the  Council  was  settled,  a  li.-md- 
soiiie  gold  box  was  made,  in  whicli  they  put  a  Duigess' 
ticket  for  His  Ro}al  Jtighness  the  ])uke  of  Cund,>e)-Iand. 
'J'hese  the  Council  transmitt'-d  to  j\lr.  John  Maul,  the 
town's  Member  of  Parliament,  to  be  by  him  delivered. 
It  is  said  that  on  receiving  them  the  Duke  expressed  a 
ver^'  great  regard  for  Aberdeen. 

1747.  Ojcorcic  Cnvrtion,  ^nn. 

Councii  Ik'j.,  vol.   LXi.,  p.  23S. 

The  hail  members  of  court  agree  that  they  shall  dul}' 
attend  this  coui't,  when  personally  warned  before  eleven 
o'clock  forenoon,  and  in  case  they  shall  not  attend  per- 
sonally by  twelve  o'clock,  or  before  the  bell  stop,  they 
shall  pay  each  of  them  one  shilling  sterling,  unless  the}' 
can  give  a  responsible  excuse,  satisfactory  to  the  Council. 

1748.  ,:?v[cvaulici-  (L\^.bonT. 

Council  Iii'j.,    vul.   LXi.,    j>.  doo. 

A  com]")laint  given  in  against  Alexander  Thomson, 
cooper  in  Old  Abci-deen,  for  making  two  lippie  cogs  short 
of  the  jneasure — one  for  Peter  Milne,  in  Browjddllocks, 
the  other  ibr  anc  Goixlon  in  Kingsford,  and  the  said  Alex. 
Thomson  being  swoi'n,  deponed,  that  he  had  orders  from 
the  said  i\lilne  and  Gordon,  to  make  the  cogs  oiie-fonrth 
of  the  meal  })eek,  and  this  is  truth,  as  he  shall  answer  to 
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Gud — declares  fiii-Mior,  lliat  lie  cannot  wj-itc  Tlic  cogs 
being  looked  (o^  ^\'(i•c  found  to  bo  meal  measure,  and  net 
foi"  oats  or  barley.  Alexander  Tiioinson  was  lhoreU]K>n 
dismissed  from  tlie  comj)]aint. 

Elspet  Hector,  Anne  Jeans,  Margaret  Duncan,  Jean 
Nicolson,  and  many  sundi-ie  c>iher  women,  are  })roven 
guiltie  of  oifo-jng  for  sale  stoekijis,  stamped  b}'  the 
stamper  of  Old  Aberdeen,  sliort  of  dimensiojis.  Stockins 
conllscat.  and  the  A\'omen  fiTjcd. 


1749. 


Cuunnl  Ji'-.;/.,  vol.  i.xi.,  /).  'ila. 


The  Court  agree  that  stockin  stamps  for  the 
followhig  places  : — Ellon,  Cruden,  Old  Deer,  Stjjelicn, 
Tun-eff,  Auchtcrles,  Tar\-es,  Old  j\lel(h-inn,  Invcru)y', 
Okl  Ivain,  T^loniunisk',  Alfurd,  Tarland,  Kincardin, 
Lanclior}',  Fintiay,  Foveran,  Old  Alterdeen,  Aberdeen, 
shal  be  made. 

Tetany  of  these  stamps  are  still  in  being,  a  piint  of 


/" 


-A    L. 


J 


\ 
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Cirsieii  ivlouat,  i'or  ofiVrin  to  sell  a  ])air  of  stocklns 
with  inciul(.Tl  holes  aii'ldlirurcnt  v/orsted,  lias  lior  .stockeii.s 
cuijiiscat. 

1750.  ^joljU  giufjliv.iU, 

ConDcU   J!<;/.,    vol.    iam.,  ;>,    -100. 

Tlic  Couii  are,  uf  ojmiioii,  in  cuiisidcratioii  of  tlic 
value  of  the  moiiey  and  other  reasons,  that  none  slundd 
he  found  qualified  for  heini:  Buri^ess  of  Guild,  unless  they 
)iav(.itwo  liundred  }ioinid-;  stialinL;  of  stoek.  JA.eeoinniends 
the  Dean  of  Guild  to  get  the  Couneil's  saiu:tion  and  ai>}>ro- 
Lation.  Before  this  is  got,  the  Court  again  meets,  and 
considering  that  ]\Ialtsellers,  Mealsellers,  and  Hucksters, 
liave  not  two  hundred  pounds  of  stock,  tliey  agree  to  re- 
quest th(i  Council  to  liernee  sueh  to  ti-ade  l\>r  their  life 
lime,  in  nialtniaking,  niealselling,  and  other  Scots  g()ods 
(except  steplc  goods),  for  a  conipositioji  of  fifty  ])Ouiids 
Scots  money.  Jhit  iieitlie)"  tli<'y  so  licensed,  noi'  their 
Avives,  nor  children,  have  any  Guildiy  }))-ivil('g('s ;  if  the}'' 
afterwai'ds  are  found  qualiiied  to  be  received  as  Ijui-gesses, 
tlic  fifty  pounds  to  bo  allowed  in  their  composition  pay- 
ment. 

1751.  ^b;uu  ilaft. 

Council  Ji'iji^ltr,  vol.   i.xi.,  j>.  509. 


It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Council  made  an  agrec- 
it   As'ith    ojie   ^Iv.  Willie,  a  mas«:.n  from  Jv.linburgh,  to 
k']"take  the  rebuilding  of  the  C)ld  Church,  now  called 
West   Church,  for   which  they  were   to  i»ay  him  tlie 
5um  of  foui*  tliousand  ])0un«ls  sterling,  he  obliging  himself 
ifter   tlie   sam*.'  was  built,  to  till    it   juoperly  with  K)fts 


me] 
uiul 
the 
sum 
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an*.]  scats,  jinJ  al.->o  pui  in  a  liaiidsomc  pulpit ;  only  the 
town  at  its  own  expense  uil)  load  the  loof,  wlien  }^h•. 
AVillic  lias  made  tljc  church  ready  to  receive,  tlie  same. 
A  large  square  at  the  Cross,  opposite  the  Town  House,  is 
ordered  to  ho  ])aven)ented  for  the  genUenioJi  of  the  tow]i 
to  walk  on  hy  way  of  cxoliange.  The  Plain  Stanes,  as 
this  "pavenientiMJ  square  "  ^^■as  called,  long  continued  to 
be  the  ''  j^lace  A>diere  merchants  most  did  congi-egate  "  in 
Aliej-Jcen.  C);)  those  sa?ae  Plain  Slane  steins  the  fish- wives 
with  vrell  iilK'.!  ci'eols  of  Finnans,  l\arlans.  Dulse,  and 
Badderlocks,  ma'.lo  guod  their  "sittin'  "  for  niau}^  a  year. 


1752. 

e^jobu  xlunrari. 

\'v/.  L\i.,  ji>.  GoO 

1753. 

Ijohtxt  ,f  ovbnrc. 

,,      LXI).,    J>.     5. 

1754. 

M:\\m  'sm^ 

.,         „           ^-2 

1755. 

S^vl 

ibn 

fo  5,!oIvrri:;on:  ^»mrnn 

n. 

of  Ijitmcbbcit. 


i»i. 


It  is  agreed  that  the  jnembers  of  the  Dean  of  Guild 
Court  shall  meet  on  A\'ednesda3^  every  week,  at  three 
o'clock  aftci'Jioon ;  and  in  oi'der  that  mendjcrs  may  the 
more  punctually  attend  every  meeting,  they  have  con- 
signed in  Clerk  Thomson's  hands,  twent}^  shillings 
steiiing  each,  out  of  which  they  are  to  forfeit  one  shilling 
sterling  for  each  time  they  shall  be  absent  from  coui't  ten 
ndnutes  after  the  houi-. 

175G.  c'oliirram  '^\m:>. 
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111  fills  yoaj'  tlic  To\v]i  Council  bi'gan  first  to  feu  oui 
tlioii-  lands  ill  ])eipctual  i"cus  ;  -witli  wliat  result  to  tli<j 
iowji's  cxcricqucr  it  needs  not  to  tell. 

1757.  gilK;ni!:i(i-  Cti.'ilvnic.  ' 

(youncil  Ji'c;/.,  vol.  i.xii.,  i>.  177- 

The  ]Jen.l)urn  is  this  yt'ai'  built  on  l><)tli  sides,  i'lv.m 
the  AVell  of  S[)a  to  the  V>o\v  Biii;",  and  cascades  made  in 
it  all  the  v/ay. 

1758.  ^ohn  (lA^y^hwif- 

CoKUcil  Jiiy-,  ToL  i.wi.,  }>.  ij'll. 

Tlio  Dean  of  GiiiM  is  reconnnended  to  prosecute 
Thomas  Duncan,  mei-chant,  for  selling  lia,y  at  tlie  ]iew 
Avcight  of  twenty  pounds  English  for  the  stone,  in  place  of 
the  old  Avci^dlt,  Avhicli  is  the  usual  practice,  and  to  iret  the 
Maflstrates  to  settle  a  hidier  standard  for  the  wciMit  of 

O  <■  i) 

liny. 


IV.  LXii.,  p-  200. 


1759.  Jvaiuii)  l^cm;, 

1760.  'M\)\\  iai miliar. 

^'     ^         '-'         -^     -  cyan 

The  Court  recommends  the  Dean  of  Gild  to  take 
particular  inspection  of  the  mci-eates  and  all  vivcrs  sold 
therein,  and  I'ccommends  Archiliald  Campbell,  Alexander 
Wylle,  James  M'Gee,  James  D^-co,  James  Shirras,  and 
Georin*  Dun  Cook,  to  ^'o  alone--  with  the  Dean  of  Gild  aiid 
visite  all  the  lleshers  in  the  }nereate,  an<l  also  i-ecommends 
to  the  Dean  of  Gild  to  examine  the  weight  and  (juallty  of 
all  baked  bread. 
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1761.  ^Ic^anbcr  ^abbcu. 

CouncU  llc'j.,  vol.  \.\u.,  p.  810. 

TJic  Dean  of  Gild  and  liis  assessors  agree  to  give 
thirty  pounds  sterliuL;,  in  j)re)niuni,  for  impi'oved  ^vorstcd 
stockin  mannfacturo.  A  coiamitlee  of  manufacturers 
assist.  The  count}^  is  divided  into  seventy  districts  ; 
distinct  rules  foi-  judging  tlio  makers  are  issued,  and, 
lastly,  we  are  inronned  that  the  makci's'  names,  and  to 
A\Oiat  jiarish  tliey  bidojig,  wrote  on  a  piece  of  paper,  shall 
bo  sewed  within  the  head  of  one  of  the  stockins.  Thirty- 
two  pounds  ten  shillings  is  spent  o]i  this  ])iaisev.'orthy 
pu)']K)se. 

1762.  goliii  5\bcrcvoiubic. 

Covncll  AVy/.,   vol.   LX1I.,  p.  .SJO. 

The  Court  reports  that  they  find  Jolin  Fj-ost,  Kobert 
Lamb,  John  Allan,  James  BLack,  jun.,  William  Cushney, 
George  Fowler,  James  jMosclay,  and  Alexander  Gordon, 
qualified  to  be  Burgesses  of  Guild,  and  Joseph  Donald 
qualified  to  be  a  simj^le  Burgess,  and  they  do  report 
accordingly,  and  recommend  to  the  Council  that  they  be 
admitted. 

1763.  Drier  Cu.'iljuh. 

A  committee  is  specially,  named  for  the  purpose  uf 
considering  and  re])orting  on  the  proi)er  i-egulalions  i'ov 
the  lighterage  of  guods  to  and  from  ships  in  the  harljou)', 
ant]  the  workmen  and  labourers  duty  and  wages. 

^'^^^  %h\:\\\i}n  cOcdboit. 


84  DFAXS    OF    GUILT)    OF    ALEKDEEX, 

The  inargiiial  nolc^-  on  the  dlifcrent  cases  of  coui- 
plaints  hroiiglit  befoie  the  court  about  tliis  date,  are 
couclicd  hi  judiciously  brief  terms:  "Confess-.''  ''  dcvii';' 
"  cxploAny'  ^'  wait"  "  refuse"  and  so  ou. 

1765.  yanicl  Canud. 

(Juancll  lioj.,   vol.   xj.iji.,   y.   3tt. 

On  the  19t}]  February,  the  Provost  .sends  to  the 
Lords  of  Pohce  at  Edinburgh,  a  statement  of  diflercnt 
Avelgjds  used  in  Abei'dcen,  compared  together,  and  shew^- 
ing  how  far  each  weight  exceeds  or  falls  short  of  the 
ancient  legal  standard  of  Scotland.  AVilliani  Young,  sen., 
merchant,  drcAV  up  the  statement. 

17G6.  ?Lc!li!ti;(m  ^Joung. 

Council  V'ii.,   vol.   hxiii.,  p.   (jl. 

The  Court  agreed  that  hem])  seed  and  lint  seed 
should  b'e  sold  by  the  Linlithgow  barley  measure.  This 
same    to   be   advei'tised — the   Ahcrdecn    Journal  bei]!*-'- 

o 

now  a  recognised   medium,  fully  more  potential  than  by 
the  "  stiiak  of  the  suesch." 


17G7.  ,.,,•       (i^ecvgc  ^;ll;u\ 

1768.  '^wwvs  ^^((lu-once 


Vol.  LXJii.,  //.  bG. 
112. 

The  Court  a])pointed  intimation  to  be  made  to  all 
mercliants  and  others  to  gett  their  weights  adjusted  by 
Maister  Forbes,  keeper  of  the  Standard  ;  and  in  case  any 
insuflicieiit  weights  or  measures  be  foun<l  in  their  custo'ly, 
after  the  first  day  oC  January  mxt,  they  shall  be 
]n-(»secuted,  and  {\\v.  r>\vjiei>  of  tliein  punished. 
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1769.  l-'oijii  ^JurcrcmWc,  Jum. 

Cou/'cil  J'<'j.,    rul.    lA'lTl.,   '/>.    I'M}. 

Tlic  Dcaii  of  Giiikl  rcrjuestccl  by  liis  Courl  to  get  tlie 
Magistrates  tu  frame  a  scale  of  cliavgc  for  pa3'in(nL  of  tlio 
workmcD,  or  sliore  porters  as  tlie}'  arc  callctl,  against. 
Avliom  conii>laiiits  of  overc1ia.rgc  have  of  late  ];ccii  made. 

1770.  MiKiiUJi  ^forLcfj. 

CouDcil  J'"f.,   Vol.   X[.iii„  p.   1G3. 

In  tliis  year,  }*art  of  tlic  garden  ground  of  tlic  Guild 
Brctlu'en's  llo.spital,  standing  on  Canon  Clatt's  ground  in 
the  Correction  AVyjid,  is  given  off  for  the  pnri)0se  of 
widening  tlu-  ])ublic  street,  for  \vhieli  the  tovni  paid 
twenty-five  pounds.  The  Hospital  and  remainder  of  the 
ground  were  then  feucd  at  a  giound  annual  of  seventeen 
pounds  fourteen  shillings,  and  the  furniture  sold  for  nine- 
teen pounds  end  in'ne[)<']ice.  About  the  sanie  time,  the 
house  of  the  gardener  of  llobert  Gordon's  Hospital,  Avas 
purchased  for  t^\'o  hundred  and  tvs'cnty  pounds,  and  fitted 
up  for  a  new  Guild  Bi-ethren's  Ho.spital.  Sixteen  3'ears 
after,  there  being  but  one  inmate,  this  Hospital  is  sold  by 
puluic  rou])  for  two  hundred  and  four  pounds,  fifteen 
shilhngs,  and  a  ceitain  sum  given  this  ''  decayit  brether," 
with  which  to  find  board  and  lodging  for  himself. 

1771.  goliiT  ginafoaU,  Jiuir. 

Coinici/  Ji'''j.,  vol.   L\m.,  ;».    ISO. 

Instead  of  the  entraids  liurghcrs  money  qualitieation 
of  two  hundred  poun<b  worth  of  gear,  and  a  good  moral 
cliaracte)'  bcin;;   u)>n]i    <r^y]]   and    (■••n^cieucr   «]eclared,  one 
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liundicd  and  fifty,  and  tlic  good  cliaractc]-  \\illi  iljo 
tradi]ig,  walcliiiig,  Avarding,  and  co'ti fixation  of  Iwo 
Lritlicr  burghers,  arc  licld,  at  this  date,  siiflicient. 

1772:  imum  jAi-nrnt 

^  y^ol.  lAin.,  ;>.  201. 

1773.  |oI)n:au(i)ja^fpoviWbcn. 

1774.  (i(!lifHanx  jlUath. 

Tiio  Dean  of  Guild  havin<'-  Jaid  bcfui-c  the  nicclin'^ 
an  accompt  of  t])0  sums  necessary  to  be  laid  upon  the 
inhaliitanis  for  keeping  the  streets  in  rej^air,  lighting  the 
streets,  and  defraying  the  expense  of  ."supplying  tlic 
inhabitants  with  ^vater,  also  an  estimate  of  the  in-obable 
cost  of  a  jnglit  Avatch  ;  fmds,  that  one  shilling  a  pound 
of  an  assessment  on  the  house  lents  will  be  sullicient  for 
the  first,  and  recommends  that  the  night  watch  be  in  the 
meantime  left  over. 

1775.  |iamt.^  ^roinm,  |iur. 

Council  liOj.,  vul.   LXjv.,  jy.   Go. 

The  Court,  at  this  date,  see  reason  to  do  away  with 
the  attestation  of  the  circumstances  of  a})[.lica]its  for 
admission  to  the  Guildry,  abolish  it,  and  instead,  enact 
tliat  every  cntei'ing  Bui-gess  .shall  become  bound  tliat 
neither  lie,  nor  his  family,  shall  be  burdensome  to  the 
town  for  tlie  .space  of  ten  years  after  his  admis.sion. 

l"*^^-  (George  5^L);\nr. 

^'^'^'^-  .^'allies  "ilaiill. 
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1778.  cilidiam  iiiKbic. 

'^        "  Vol.  1.MV.,  p.  100. 

1779.  3i;in'ic.'i  ^Mouna,   .^'un. 

Tlic  Court  liavinii;  taken  into  consideration,  that  of 
late    several     peison.s   \slio   had  been    admitted    Gratis 
Burgesses  in  the  ordinary  form,  without  payment  of  any 
dues,  or  co)i!})ositic)n,  or  talcini;-  the  usual  Burgess'  oath, 
liave  coviiMiencod   ti\'nh'rs,  and  cariy  ou  mei-chandise  in 
town  to  the  g)xat  p]'ejudi3e  of  other  l^urgcsses,  who  at 
the  ti)ne  of  their  admission  paid  the  ordinary  composition 
and  other  dues   for  tlieir  froe(h>ii),  and  also  are  ohligt'd  to 
take  the  usual  l^lurgess'   oath.     And  furthei-,  consido'iiig 
that  many  of  thosi;  Gratis  Burgesses  reside  in  the  country, 
as  Y/ell   as    in  the  towii,  do  claim    an    exemption  from 
double  imposts  and  customs  to  which  strangers  are  liable, 
to    the   great   detriment  of    the   town's    revenue  ;    they 
arc  therefore  unaniuKjusly  of  opinion  that  some  effectual 
measure  should  speedily  bo  ado])ted  for  ])rcventing  and 
redressing  these   injui-ies    and    grievances,   by    hereafter 
restricting  and  limiting  both  the  number,  and   the  privi- 
leges of  Gratis  Burgesses;  and  particularly,  that  it  should 
be  considered  how  far  any  of  them  can  properly  be  elected 
a  meml)er  of  the  Town  Council,  or  have  a  vote  in  the 
management  and  disposal  of  any  branch  of  the  tow)i's 
funds.     And  the  court  recommend  the  Dean  to  lay  this 
matter,  with  their    opinion    thereupon,   before    the    first 
meeting  of  Couneil,  for  their  deliheration. 

"  I'olilieal  infection  spreads  itself  through  all  ranks 
of  men,  from  the  statesman  in  the  secret,  to  the  con- 
i.'cturiu'-.-  cobbler,  and,  batinu^  some  innnaterial  slii)s  ni 
l^oint.s    of    geogra]thy    and    calculation,    a    similarity    ol 
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.sentiment  and  rca>;uji  is  to  ])Q  found  in  every  elass  of  the 
people.  Tlie  unfoiiunaie  Bur^'oyne  —  (lie  despised 
Kep]"»el  —  ilie  ] >ra\e  llodnoy  —  Bluekades — ^Ballcries — 
Bioadsides,  are  tei'ins  as  faniilar  to  the  J^oard  of  Taylors 
a?  to  the  Board  of  Ordinance.  And  liap)>y  it.  is  for  the 
British,  puhlic,  that  the  liherty  of  n.  fiee  investif^"ation  into 
these  matters  is  allo^ved  them;  for,  it  sii]) plies  in  tlieir 
imagination,  the  want  of  more  valuable  Jiherties  of  which 
they  a]'C  dejirived." 

I'^'SO.  .Kolnr  noirarci. 

^     •"         -'  V»f.   IA-lV.,y>.  207. 

,  2"J0. 

The  Court  is  unanimously  of  ojjinioji  that  the  nndti- 
plyiiiq  of  CWst  Bonds  and  Coquets,  is  a  ver}-  great 
grievance,  and  that  it  would  Ije  liighdy  expedient  to  ])ro- 
cure  a  redress  in  regard  to  them.  'J'hey  are  odso  of 
o])inion  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  have  an  equitable 
table  of  Custorji  House  fees  for  Scotland,  established  Ij}' 
legal  authority, 

1782.  ,ai«;uibfv  .ijlatL     - 

Council  Jo'j.,   rol   lxv.,  j>.    L 

The  Dean  of  Guild  and  his  a.ssessors,  in  an  exhaustive 
paper,  published  hi  the  Ahcrdccn  Journal,  */iyc  rea.sons 
in  su]-)port  of  the  Ihll  for  improving  the  Scots  Bankruj.t 
Laws,  and  rcconnnend,  that  the  Brovost  and  ^lagistratcs 
do  write  Mr.  Drummond,  the  borough  niember,  to  give 
his  countenance  and  suj>]>ort  to  the  Bill  to  bo  brouLfht  in 
))y  the  Coijimittee  of  Con \  cut i on  \\)\  this  pnr[>os('. 


FllOIil    14o()    TO    1S7^">.  80 

1783.  SiliUinm  ^rTair. 

CohDci/   lu'J.y    vol.     LXV.,    i>.     ?A. 

The  meciing  )Cconiinc)i(l  io  i])o  Dean,  and  Mr. 
Anldio,  llic  Tieasni-rr,  to  .suL'-'j-cst  to  Ujc  j\ra[»'istra.to.s  the 
pro]">rioty,  and  vvoi  necessity,  of  cufoj-cing  tlic  j'cgulations 
for  kce])inp;  tljc  streets  of  tlio  town  clean,  and  free  of 
dung ;  it  lias  bi^en  remarked  I'xjy  sometime,  that  the 
•streets  in  gtsneral  have  been  exceeding  Jia^ty  and 
ollejisive. 

1784.  George  %\\h]^. 

Council  J!i',/.,   Col.   i.xv.,  p.  5S. 

The  wo]-kmen  on  the  shore,  and  the  metters  of  coal, 
lime,  and  other  articles,  being  frequently  complained 
upon  for  negligence,  the  Court  request  the  Dean  of  Guild 
to  bring  this  matter  under  notice  of  the  Aragistrates. 

1T85.  gitmc;;  SJliivlinxc 

Council  U<:<j.,  vol.   lxv,  ,  ;;.  01). 

It  being  represented  to  the  Court  that  the  process 
lately  agitate  in  tlic  Court  of  Session  between  the  Magis- 
trates and  Town  Council,  and  certain  traders,  who 
brought  a  process  of  reduction  of  the  Act  of  Council  of 
1*7713,  laising  llie  coni]>osition  and  olhei-  dues,  payaitle  b}' 
entering  Burgesses  of  Guild,  was  now  finally  determined, 
and  the  Magistrates  and  C^oum-i!  assulizt'd  therefrom. 
And  it  l)eing  further  represented,  that  it  was  g(>nei-ally 
eouiplained  among  the  merchant  Ihn-gesses  that  a  great 
lunnber  of  mifiec  Iradej-s  eiuroaj'hed  upon  tho  piivilege> 
"T  the  (bnld)-y,  by   carrying  <»i    tra<l<'   and    )i"iei'chandi<e 
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within  the  Inirgh,  without  l>a}'ing  for  their  freedoui  ; 
therefore  the  court  reeouunend  to  the  Dean  of  Guild  to 
lay  the  matter  Ijefore  tlie  Magistrates  for  their  .considcra- 
tiou. 


Vul.  Lxv.,  2>.  Vo-o. 

,,      JAVI.,  /'.    J"*. 


1V'8G.  g^ubvcfc  ^:A!l;uxinrc. 

1787.  l\:n)\c$  ^Ij-abbcn. 

17B8.  C'jcurac  ^filou. 

1790.  Georiie  Bon- 

"    ^  „      „      lis. 

The  Court  being  iiiformed  that  of  late  f^.everal  Bur- 
gesses have  been  harassed  by  the  tacksman  of  the.  harbour 
dues,  by  new  aiid  extravagant  charges,  and  by  vexatious 
and  oppressive  means  used  to  couipcl  payment,  resolve 
that  it  is  necessar}^  that  some  eiTectual  measures  be  at 
once  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  such  imj^roper  conduct ;  that 
it  appears  evident  to  them  that  the  riglit  of  deciding  all 
disputes  between  tlie  tacksman  and  the  citizens  is  b;y'  law 
vested  in  the  Magistrates ;  notwithstanding  of  which 
the  tacksman  has  instituted  certain  oppressive  actions 
under  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  sui)remc  courts,  to 
the  great  loss  and  prejudice  of  the  citizens  and  the  trade 
of  the  place,  a])d  that  it  is  incumbent  on  this  court  to  re- 
commend in  the  most  earnest  manner  to  the  ^Magistrates 
and  Council,  as  the  only  ])]-oper  Tj-ustees  in  whom  the 
execution  of  the  act  is  vested,  to  take  such  measures  as 
a]>})ears  pi'ojier  to  tlu-m,  not  only  to  put  a  stop  to  sucli 
vexatious  and  o]i])rossive  ])rosecutions  in  future,  but  to 
do  what    tin.'   law  authoii^es  theju  to  do,  to  ])ut  a  stoj)  to 
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tlieso  actknis  alica'.ly  rai.^ed.  Tlic  Court,  inulL-i-.^taiuliiig 
that  tlio  Convciior  CourL  lias  OLCCutcd  SuiiimonhJ  of 
])eclarator  again.sl  the  Magistrates  and  Council,  rccoia- 
mend  tliat  ]>artlcular  attention  Lo  paid  to  that  process, 
and  all  care  talccn  to  })rotcct  the  privileges  of  tlie  GuLldiy. 

1791.  <J^;imc:;  |)'»^'^'^^^^- 

Council  J,'"j.,  vol.  i.x.vi.,  i>.   1G2. 

Minulo  after  miniite  lilled  witl.i  the  Court's  delibera- 
tio]i,  v.'ith  rcferoicc  to  a  Police  Bill — one  recently  had  for 
Glasgow,  is  seendngly  used  as  a  niodel.  At  length,  at  a 
jneetiug  of  the  Court,  on  the  ISth  Api'il  of  this  year,  a 
full  re[)Oit  on  the  A\diole  sul.)jcct  of  water  supply,  i)ii])rove- 
moit  and  streets  and  lanes,  bioadening  and  better  lighting 
thwn,  freeing  theui  from  fulzio,  fcc,  and  erectiiig  a 
bridewell  or  house  of  correction,  is  submitted  to  the 
Ililagistrates. 

CGuncil  Uerj.^  vol.  lxvj.,  p.  218. 

The  Court  havuig  taken  under  their  consideratioji 
the  report  of  a  comuiittee  of  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court, 
concerning  a  Police  Jjill,  proposed  to  be  obtained  for  i\\ii 
improvement  and  extension  of  the  public  police  of  this 
city,  ])rinted  and  published  by  direction  of  the  Town 
Council,  for  the  information  of  the  citizens,  they  arc 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  jniblic  police  of  this  city 
cannot  be  substantially  and  eflectually  extended  without 
the  aid  and  l)enefit  of  a  public  law,  and  Act  of  Parliamenl, 
and  i)artieularly,  the  necessary  additional  sui>]>ly  of  iVosh 
water  for   the  scr\iee  of  the  iidiabitants  ;  and  the  Court, 
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con.si<lering  tliat  no  elTccUial  incasnros  liavc  Ik'Ou  yrl 
iakcii  ill  Mii.s  business,  lemit  to  Ujc  Dean  of  Cuiid,  Piovo  .1 
Young, Laillio  Copland,  ]>aillic  Slieplierd,  ]\lcssis.  Tlionias 
Bajnicrnian,  Aloxandcr  Garioch,  and  Alexander  Brdoicr, 
or  aii\'  throe  of  them,  as  a  connnittee,  to  tah'c  undei-  eoji- 
.sidei-atlon  the  foresaid  printed  re}>oit,.  The  CVan-L  also 
remit  to  the  same  connnittee,  and  quoium  of  them,  to 
consider  of  llic  e\-i)i]y  of  the  Act  of  Paillament,  at  ].ie- 
sent  sul)sisting  fur  the  iii;].r.)\eirient  of  the  flnrl-.an-  oC 
Aberdeen,  and  hov/  fai-  it  may  be  necessary  and  exj^ediv-nt 
to  a])i)ly  for  an  extension  of  the  endurance  oi'  that  Act, 
and  reeonnnend  to  the  al»ove  committee  to  n-poil  to  the 
Court  the  result  of  their  dellbei'alions  on  both  these 
subjects. 

17S3.  gikr.in^tv  Itloif. 

Tu/.   i.xvi.,  p.  25:{. 

1794.  ^^hxiiiva:;  Ajiniucmiin. 

]'oI.,    l.XVll.,    />.    'M'). 

The  Police  and  Harbour  .l>ills  receive  full  attention 
at  repeated  mec;tings  of  the  Guild  Coui't,  an<l  are 
frcquentl^^  and  full}^  I'cported  on.  In  concluding  a  re]-)ort 
on  the  liarboui-  Act,  ^vith  the  suggestion  of  a  renewal  of 
the  existing  ac(s  for  twenty-one  years,  Ave  tind  that  \v]i(jn 
a  stranger  vessel  brings  a  cargo  for  sale,  aiid  which  is 
purchased  in  wliolesale  b}^  a  ]Iurgess,  si)igle  dues  only 
should  be  enacted.  It  is  a  benefit  to  the  port  to  eiicour- 
age  these  ;  as  for  instance,  when  a  Noi-\vegian  l)j-ings  a 
cargo  of  timl)ei"  lie  lays  out  th<-^  produce  in  goods  fi'om 
liencc. 

]\1r.  Skene  Keith,  <he  minister  of  l\eithhali,  s.iids  in 
a  letter  coiitainiiig  observations  relative  ii)  the  wei-dits 
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and   muasuivs   al   pivscnt    used    witliiii    Uiis    town    and 
coiinly. 

1795.  ^Ifv.iii^ifi;  ^jvflmtr. 

Council  Ji'j.,   rut.  LWir.,  /'.   b.'i. 

An  account,  of  llic  uci^^-lits  and  nieasui-cs  used  in 
Aberdeen,  ^viUl  .sonic  ol)soi\ations  tiieieajicnt,  wliicli  tlie 
Dean  }»v)])o.sl's  to  Lc  printed  and  circulated  in  tlic  towji 
and  C'vmity,  is  at  tliis  (^lAi^i  ]")rinto.l  and  circulati-d  Air  tlic 
inforuiation.  of  all  conei.rnL-d,  ^^•illl  a  rcjursi  tliat  any  re- 
marks thereon  may  bo  lodged  at  tlic  Town  Clci-k's 
Chambers,  on  or  befure  the  lirst  day  of  Viixy  next.. 

1796.  (Tlioma.^  3l.>n5;. 

Cou/icU  Ju'j.,  vol.   i.xvn.,  j).   1'2I. 

The  collector  and  comptroller  liaving  carefully  ex- 
amined the  table  of  fees  jn-oposcd  to  be  charged  at  the 
Customdiousc  here,  and  cumpared  the  fees  there  stated 
with  tliosc  paid  at  Lo'ness,  Dundee,  Leith,  and  MonU'ose, 
a]id  having  fully  deliberaied  on  the  subject,  arc  of  opinion 
that  the  fees  stated  will  ])e  a  fair  allowance  to  the  diflc- 
rent  oflicers  of  Customs  for  the  smidry  arlieles  of  business 
done,  a]id  despatches  granted  at  this  i>',,rt.  Taljle  ado]»ted, 
and  for  many  3-cars  used. 

1797.  g^[rv;mbcv  |Ucrc. 

Con )!'•;}  J!<, I, ^  vol  lAVji.,  /'.  ir.o. 

Tlie  table  fur  bulkinir  !JO<)ds  at  the  hhrboui-,  table  fur 
shore  and  other  dues,  also  the  tabic  of  "Weigh  House  and 
Park  Hon.sc  dues,  ujianimou^ly  ai'i^-oved  of,  and  the 
Dean  is  rccjuestcd  to  signify  this  apprul.»atiun  to  the  fu'st 
meetin-;  ^^'  th(^  T..\vn  Couneil. 


04  '>1^ 

1798. 

1799. 
1800. 
IBQl.  3.(cvani)fr  |\)orc. 

1802.  ^!ci;u\^cr  |ivcbncv 

1803.  ^lohiv  ^)j3una. 
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6abin  yat^ticn. 

Vol  L>:vii.,  p.  187- 

<^ lev ;U( tier  ^11  ore. 

^"23 

(Ocorge  .Sinr. 

Vol.  J.xvji).,  /'.  15 

U3. 


MO. 


Tlio  Court,  taking  uik.Ic]'  their  consideTalio]!  the 
present  sco.rcity  and  Lad  (juality  of  the  silver  speeic  in 
tliis  part  of  the  country,  and  sensible  of  the  relief  foi-nicrly 
obtained  on  a  similar  oecasio]i,  by  the  circulation  of  bank 
notes  of  fi\'c  shilliiK;s  each,  and  beinc^  infonned  that  an 
ap})lication  has  been  made  by  the  city  of  Edinburgh  for 
a  temporary  liberty  to  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  of 
circulatiri''  such  notes,  until  an  Act  of  Parliament  is 
obtaijied  for  that  purpose,  do  thercfoi-e  rcconnnend  to  the 
Dean  of  Guild  to  i-equcst,  in  name  of  the  njceting,  that 
the  lionourablc  the  Magistrates  and  Council  Avill  be 
pleased  to  make  an  immediate  application,  by  means  of 
their  representative  in  Parliament,  for  i)erjnissiou  to  the 
two  banking  com]»any's  established  in.  Aberdeen,  to  issue 
notes  of  five  shillings,  in  the  same  manner  as  may  be 
granted  to  the  Pboyal  Bank  of  Scotland. 


1804.  il)\m\\  .^'jiiDiior. 

1B05.  ::\Ic.\;iabei'   ■lloic. 


]'oI.  lAviii.,  ;;,  107. 
200. 

The   Court   having    tah'en   un<ler  consideration   the 
fatal  accidents  ^Nliirh  have  of  late  been  occasiojied  by  the 
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or. 


inJiKlicioiis  rnaimor  of  digging  f<jr  wc^li  .<-[)]-ing.s,  arc  of 
opinion,  ihcd,  in  oixler  to  prevent  tlic  calaniiton.s  conse- 
qncncos  of  siK-li  impi-opcr  conduct  in  futnrOj  every  person 
"wlio  may  have  occasion  to  carry  on  similar  operations 
slioidil  be  ordained  Ix'Core  tliey  o})L'n,  or  give  dii-ection?< 
for  opening  ground  for  the  ]>urpose,  witlnn  any  ])art  of 
the  city  and  its  liberties,  to  give  intimation,  at  least  forty- 
ciglit  hours  before  such  operations  is  intended  to  be 
bcgini,  to  tlie  "Magistiiites,  in  order  tliat  the^'  may  issue 
tlio  necessary  directiojis  for  preventing  harm,  not  only  to 
the  persons  immediately  concerned  in  the  execution  of 
the  work,  but  io  all  others  who  ma}'  have  occasion  to  pass 
neai- ;  and  recommend  to  the  Dean  of  Giiild  to  lay  a  co]\y 
of  this  niinuie  before  the  Town  Couiicil  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

1806.  S.IfA-TiiDd-  /:r;i;icr. 

Council  ]2<ij.,  vol.  i.xvii].,  j>.  250. 

The  coal  and  lime  metsters  have  minute  and  care- 
fully prepared  rules  and  lates  of  charge  prepared  and 
issued  for  them  by  the  Court.  The  Dean  of  Guild  drew 
attcjitio])  to  the  l^egister  of  Lurgesses,  and  ])ointed  out 
that  several  children  of  ]uembers  of  Council  who  had 
been  admitted  Lurge.sses  when  their  fathers  were  on  the 
Council,  had  been  omitted  to  be  cncrrossed  on  the  recoi'd, 
Avhich  may  at  an  aftei'  ])criod  occasion  doubts  I'e^peciing 
the  fact  of  their  admission.  The  Court  thereupon 
appouits  their  clerk  to  make  a  projier  search,  and  draw 
up  a  list  of  all  such  admissions  as  may  have  been  omitted 
to  be  recorded  in  the  Ilegister  at  the  ])roper  time,  and 
repoit  the  same  to  the  Coui't  at  its  next  meetnig  for  their 
sanction  and  approval. 
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1807.  ItamcH  ijoun^Q,  gun. 

To/.  J.xix.,  i>.  MT. 

1803.  iiyMn  S;ibkn-. 

In  tliijj  3^caj',  the  old  (uill  J  J3retlireii'.s  Ilo.spilal  and 
garden  ground  annual  of  Rcvcntocn  ■|)Ounds  foriitL'cn 
sliillujgs,  is  redcciJied  for  three  lanidred  and  lifty-fc.in- 
l"iounds. 

1809.  ^Ic.v;iubcr  IMvir, 

Council  Iir>;.,    vol.    LXJX.,    ]i.    117. 

In  obedience  io  tlie  in.sti'Ueiiou.^  ^i^'^-'^j  t^^-  clci'lc  }>r()- 
duccdto  the  Court  a  list  of  twenty-tliree  Infant  Durgesses, 
^vliosc  3iames  had  been  omitted  to  be  engrossed  in  the 
public  record  as  usual.  The  Court  arc  of  o})inlon  that 
the  names  contai]ied  in  said  list,  should  be  iinn)ediatoly 
inserted  in  the  general  record  of  Jhirin-esses,  statin ^-^  the 
periods  Avhen  they  avci'c  respectively  admitted .  This  is 
accordingly  done,  and  of  that  list  of  names  then  entci-ed, 
the  stalwart  lair<l  of  JCastcr  Skene,  first  on  the  list,  alone 
j'cmains.     His  date  of  entry  is  1802. 

1810.  Gcarjjc  |)oa:utlT,  ^uir, 

Vol  i.\i\-.,  p.  173. 

1^11-  gsfcvanbcr  ^Uric. 

^  '-  „  „         207. 

1812.  ^(c.raiibcf  jrra.'icr. 

'2.^5. 
The  Cjualiiy  ond  measurement  of  ]']nglish  coals  very 
generally  complained  about,  and  remied  sought.  The 
Court  proposes  that  the  niethod  of  sale  .shall  be  by 
measui-e  and  not  l)y  weight.  Tlio  Dean  writes  to  the 
Chaml»o)lai)i  of  (lie   City   <>1"   London,  ix-^ue^ting    to   he 
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pavlicularly  inrormcd  as  to  Uic  uiodc  of  selling  coals  in 
tliat  city,  Ijiit  <^(is  no  aiiswe)-. 

1813.  (Ocorcic.  ^'icrcn. 

CovndlJi'ii.,  vol   J.xx.,  y>.  1'. 

The  Dean  }-e}>ortc(l  tliat  lie  had  ^-ot  a  measure  for 
English  coals  prepared,  v/hicli  he  thinhs  will  amend  the 
evil  com]^lahied  of.  A  committee  named  to  take  trial  of 
said  m'-asnrc.  Committee  report  that  they  have  carefully 
examined  and  juade  trial  thereof;  that  the  n)easurc  con- 
tains ffft3^-tv\-o  Aberdeen  ])inls  C'f  Avater;  that  this 
measure,  v>hen  filled  v.'itli  gooil  Sunderland  or  Newcastle 
coals,  contains  a  cjuantity  thereof  which  will  weigh  the 
nearest  to  nine  stones  Amsterdam  ;  hut  that  \\]\(dn  filled 
with  tlic  coal  of  an  inferio]-  quality,  voy  generally  iin- 
])0rted  into  the  harhour,  it  will  contain  about  nine  and 
a-half  stones.  Tlie  connnittee  therefore  have  no  licsitation 
in  recommendinir  to  the  Court  tlie  adoption  of  this 
measure,  as  being  one  lair  and  cfjuitable  between  buyers 
and  sellers,  and  as  l)cing  b}^  its  use  most  likely  to  cause 
importation  here  of  a  better  class  of  coals.  Afeasure 
adopted. 

1814.  (O'corriC  cThoiriCoOh 

CounrU   Jhj.,    vol    \.\\.,  p,    30. 

The  Dean  of  Guild  states  to  the  Court  his  reason^ 
for  acquiescing  in  laising  the  rate  of  payments  of  entrr- 
ing  ]>urgesses.  Civat  depreciatiijn  has  taken  ])la'^e  in 
the  value  of  mo)iey  since  ITTH,  the  year  in  which  the 
present  dues  vrerc  established.  The  demands  on  the 
funds  have  lai'-flv  iueivased.     For  the  la-t  twenty  vears. 


the  Incoii»oi'iito<l  TjaiL'S  liave  I'roiu  tiim;.  lo  lime  ij;i\-a{I\- 
aiigiiicntcJ  thcl]'  eiitiy  moiios,  so  iniuli  so,  tlial  an 
extrancaii  crafLsmaii  must  now  ])a\'  for  liis  IVetjdoin  more 
ihaii  thrice  as  much  as  is  cliar<^^cd  from  a  Bui-goss  of 
(JiiiM,  \v]\]\i'.  the  Jaitcr  e}iJoys  several  aUvaiUai^cs,  either 
in  preference  to  r.r  in  total  exclusion  of  tlie  fonner.  The 
Court  ai^-ree  with  tlie  ])ean,  and  stej)s  arc  forlliwith  taken 
in  concert  Avith  the  ToNN-n  Council,  to  raise  the  rate. 
i\leanv.'hi1c  the  ])ean  is  rcijuested  to  press  upnn  the 
Council  the  ])ropi'iety  of  allocating  to  the  funds  destined 
fori'clief,  a  somewhat  larger  pi'oportinn  of  the  eninposition 
payments  than  at  present. 

Covndl  ]'<[!.,  vvl.i.w. 

From  the  fourteenth  Septemlier,  1S14,  to  the'thii-ty- 
first  October,  1815,  t\\-o  hundred  and  thirteen  gentleme]i 
become  Guild  Brethren  for  an  ohv(uW'<  reason. 


1816. 


c'AHilliam  ^Icai), 


('(niiic'il  /iV-/.,   vol.   i.x\'.,  ;>.   77. 

The  value  at  this  date  of  the  whole  of  the  Guild 
Bi'ethreri's  accumulated  charitable  funds  is  a  little  over 
twenty  thousand  ])ounds. 

1817.         e>iii;;nOiv  piurilD:-ll  yoiOnrc 

Com)'-}/  Jk"j.,  vol   IAN.,  /).    ]~)?j. 

]\ir.  Fordyce,  elected  at  Michaelmas,  lbl7,  liaving 
declined  accepting  ollice,  no  (Juihl  Court  %vas  or  coidd  be 
lu'ld  u]itil  after  :\Iieha(hr.as,  Isps. 


I-JiOM   M"0  TO  187').  yo 

1818,  ^Itvaiibfv  yvohiii. 

Coiin<:U  Ii<''j-,  fol.  ],xv.,  jk  17^1 

A  listof  uiifrce  traders  williiii  the  Lui'-Oi  ha  vine;- been 
laid  Ijcfore  Uie  ]iico(.ing,  iLcy  gave  instructiojis  to  the 
Dean  of  Guild's  oilico' to  call  ii[)on  tliein,  and  to  reqiruv 
such  as  arc  (jualiricd  to  cuter  Ihirgcsses  of  Guild,  and  iu 
case  they  should  decliue  or  fail  to  comply  with  this 
requisition,  and  persist  in  cncroachiuLr  n})on  the  inivilcL^^cs 
of  the  JUiri-esses,  the  jncLtiui^  de.^ii"e  the  Ih-ocurotur-Fiseal 
to  be  insti'ueted  to  ]>]-oeeed  against  thcjn. 


1819. 


CuinicU  Ji\'j.,   vol    Lxx.,  ;'.   21'. 


This  da}',  tlie  Dean  of  Guild  reported  that  he  had 
recently  ins] )ected  the  bi'cad  manufactured  for  sale  by  the 
bakers  of  this  city,  and  the  whole  of  the  lieshers'  weights  ; 
and  that  the  bread  was  in  general  five  per  cent,  above 
weight,  lie  makes  no  remarks  un  tlie  (piality.  The 
fleshers'  weights,  with  some  few  exceptions,  were  found 
correct. 

1820.  giltvanbcr  J\x\Wnt,  ^m. 

Coiinrtl  Ji',;/  ^  Co!,  i.xx.,  y/.  'JAI. 

Mr.  Alexaiider  Cadenhead,  advocate,  Pi'oeurator- 
Fiscal  of  this  city,  as  well  as  of  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court, 
and  of  all  other  courts,  and  also  Admiral  Depute  of  the 
bounds  betwixt  Kinneffand  Ythan  mouth,  is  conhrmed 
by  mi)uUe  in  his  ajtpoijitmcnt.  lie  is  instructed  to  put 
the  law  in  force  airainst  ujifrce  traders. 


KIO  DEANS  OF   (iUlI.l)   OF   AI'.KlilMUiN', 

1821-  ^:u!;c:i  iilrfbncv. 

Council  y.'c.'/,,   ruL  i-X\i.,   7'.   1. 

Tlic  Dciin  of  Guild  laid  hdorc  the  CA.uirt  a.  list  of  llic 
vnifi'oc  traders  Avho  ^verc  lately  convened  ItL'fore  tlie 
iMa^^dstratcs  at  liis  instance,  with  concurrence  of  the  Vro- 
ciuator-Fi.scal,  and  who  have  heen  laid  under  fines  of 
£0  5s.  eaeh,  besides  expenses,  for  tradinL-;  within  the  burgh 
without  ]ta)'ing  any  ^nni  for  tlu-ir  freedom,  to  the  \n\t- 
juihcc  of  the  Ihn'gesses  of  Guild.  His  lordship  also 
informed  the  Court  that  it  had  been  agreed  to  allow  tlu^ 
dill'ereiit  i]idivi<luals  upon  whom  tliese  fines  had  been 
imi>osed,  the  amouiU  tliereof,  in  p.art  payment  of  their 
compositiuJis,  i)rovided  the}'  come  for\var«l  and  }ta,ss 
within  a  cerlain  period  ;  and  of  all  v.'hieh  the  court 
ap[)rovc. 

1822.  o^lillianx  ,?!obnafonc. 

Cvuiu:V.  li<<j.,  vol.  Lxxi.,  i>.  IS.  " 

The  meetinLT,  undei'slandino:  that  the  candlemakers 
in  this  burgh  have  lately  entered  into  a  resolution  to  sell 
their  candles  to  the  i>ublic  by  the  pound  of  sixteen 
ounces,  instead  of  the  Dal  eh  or  Amsterdam  pound  of 
seventeen  and  a-half  ounces,  whieh  luis  been  the  uniform 
standard  weight  of  that  artide  from  time  inimeniorial, 
they  recommend  to  the  IXan  of  Guild  to  iiKpiire  into 
tliis  jiialter,  an<l  endeavour  to  ascertain  whetlKr  such  an 
alteration  of  the  ancient  stardard  is  agreeable  to  law,  or 
can  be  taken  cognisance  of  by  this  or  any  othei*  court. 

1823.  ^obal  riailiic 

Col'. /I'.','.  L'r'j.,  Vol.   \.\\\.,  y.  oo. 


niuM  14.jG  to  1675.  lOi 

Tliciv.  \vas  laid  before  llio  jnoclin^  a  rc[)rcsciitaliofi 
from  .sr.iidiy  Burgesses,  coniplainlug  tliai  certain  of  the 
workmen  had  recently  commenced  the  tiado  of  dealing  iji 
London  porter,  to  the  gi'cat  injury  of  the  freemen  of  the 
l)Ui-gh,  regular  de;i.hrs  in  thai  article.  IVocuraior-Viscai 
instructed  to  take  .such  measures  as  in  the  cii'cinnsianccs 
of  the  case  lie  may  sec  p]"0] >er. 


1624.  (LKorfjc  ^.[lom.'ioir, 

1625.  ;j)ol)u  Hlhiuc. 


Vol   LXXI.,  p 


The  Dran  of  Guild  stated  to  the  Court  that  the 
models  of  the  new  im[)erial  Aveights  a)id  measures,  proved 
i]i  cxchcc|U(jr  in  Loiidon,  lia'.l  lately  been  received  for  the 
use  of  the  towji  auf.l  count}-  of  Aberdeen,  and  were  de- 
posited with  the  Dean  of  Guihl's  odicer,  to  be  ha<l 
rccoui'se  to  when  necessary  ;  but,  as  those  models  a\  ould 
be  liable  to  injury,  if  used  for  ordinary  purposes,  it  had 
been  deemed  advisable  to  procure  duplicates  for  couimon 
use,  and  the  same  had  been  prepared  accordingly:  which, 
being  considered  by  the  Court,  they  appoint  a  committee 
to  act  with  the  Dean,  in  having  the  du]»licatc  com[)ai'ed 
witii  the  stau'lai'ds,  aud  v.'hei")  so  compared  and  ado})ted, 
the  standards  are  to  be  })lace<l  in  some  proper  place  in  the 
Dean  of  Guild's  ofllcc,  and  the  duplicates  of  the  measures, 
including  the  imjK'riat  j^ard  measure  standard,  to  bo 
under  the  charge  of  the  Dean  of  Guild's  ofHccr;  the 
Aveiifhts  to  be  under  the  char<ie  of  j\Iessrs.  John  Dlaikie  Sz 
Sons.  The  list  of  these  weights  and  measures  is  worth 
giving:  There  was  one  Ijrass  weight  of  fifty-six  pounds, 
one  of  twentv-eighi,  one  of  fourteen,  one  of  seven,  one  ol 
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four,  one  of  tY>-o,  o;ic  of  one  poun<-l,  an-l  one  of  ciL;lit 
ounces,  one  of  four,  one  of  two,  one  of  one  ounce;  one 
Avciglit  of  cigbl  (Imclnns;  one  of  four,  one  of  two,  one  of 
one,  and  one  of  baJf  a  Jraclnn  ;  all  of  sixteen  ounces 
avoiruupois.  Hie  measures  Avere  : — One  Ijuslicl,  one 
]ia]f  Iju.sliel,  o]ie  peck,  one  <^-allon,  one  half  ^jallon,  one. 
quari'jr  gallon,  one)  pint,  one  ]jalf  pint,  one  gill,  one  hall' 
gill  ;  a  yard  inea-^ure,  a  Learn  of  thirty-four  inches,  one  of 
sixteen  ijuli"s,  and  anotliei-  of  nine  and  one-(|iKLrLcr 
inclies,  Lcsidcs  a  ]niir  of  scpJcs  of  thirteen  and  a-half 
inches,  another  of  six,  and  another  of  four,  for  all  which 
the  Dean  gjiints  recei],'t. 

1826.  <^Irv;n.ibci'  ilnnnn. 

Council  lo'j.,  vol.   Lxxj.,  /'.   17."1 

A  printc'l  )iotification  of  the  iinpciial  Aveights  and 
measures  is  issued,  containing  full  details  of  the  quantities 
to  be  given  by  seller  and  accepted  by  buyer  of  meal,  sids, 
oats,  Vv'heat,  beai",  })case,  rye,  c'cc. ;  potatoes,  fruit,  lime, 
coals,  butcher  meat,  cheese,  butter,  tallow,  feathers,  sti-av.', 
Avool,  s[)irits,  portei',  ale,  milk,  kc,  »S:c. 

For  many  years  these  jneasures  and  weights  are 
compelled  to  be  used;  and  the  Dean  of  Guild's  olTici-r 
brought  up  sliarply  for  punishment  all  foun«l  using  other 
than  those  imi^erial  weights  and  measures. 

Al  the  present  time,  I;}'  some  strange  laxity,  all 
classes  arc  largel}'  injured  in  the  measurement  of  iluiJs, 
milk  particularly.  The  vendors  in  nnd  around  Aberdeen 
sell  by  what  they  call  '*  the  old  measure,"  and  no  buyer 
has  the  inean-^  <>f  te^tiniir  what  that  is. 
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1827.  ^Solicit  riutiiic. 

Cuunl    A'-;/.,     <o/.     1AM.,    j>.    210. 

Mcany  a}>piieniits  for  af.liiiis.sion  are  rcfiiso'l,  Itccansc 
thoy  do  not  reside  wiiliin  the  burgli  or  freedom,  or  do  not 
cany  on  trade  tliero. 

1828.  iloicit  (L';i{io. 

^  YoJ.  rxxTi.,  ;>,  11. 

1829.  §.ni)afo  ^Ju.iu'aiv. 

1830.  ilolu.vt  Callo. 

90. 

The  Couii  ])eiitIon  rarJiarncnt  in  fiaour  of  Die  J]ill 
to  enal)]o  a  ra!i\\ay  to  be  constructed  between  Glasgow 
and  Edinburgii,  and  the  Port  of  Leith  ;  also,  carncstl}' 
requests  tlic  Secretary  of  the  General  Post  Ofllcc  to  take 
]neasiues  to  overcojue  the  inconvenience  of  the  delivery 
of  letters  in  Aberdeen. 

1831.  IJobcvl  giitljic. 

Vol  LxxFi.,  ]\  ini. 

1832.  <L)XOnTC  ^nal[. 

>,  ,,        177. 

From  the  date  of  the  electioji  of  Dean  Lyall,  to  the 
date  of  the  cxj^r}"  of  the  tonu'c  of  oflice  of  Dean  Lannor- 
man,  )auc]i  fierce  contending  takes  ]>]ace  in  the  Court, 
and  among  the  brethren  in  }nib]ic  meeting  assembled. 
Part}^  political  feeling  is  ^  cry  manifestly  marlced  on  the 
many  excellent  minutes,  iv-ports  and  pam])hlets  issued 
b}'  both  sides.  To-d;:.}'  easily  wa  can  put  oui-  fingers  on 
tlie  sprats  wliere  the  M'i^h,  father  to  the  thought,  cau.sed 
some  of  these  Avi-itei-s  (o  twist  isolated  fixcts  to  make  fit 
\\\\\\  f(ii\'L!,one  conclusions,  or  fashionable  liberal  uttrrances. 


10-t  jj]:aks  C)1'  ciUiLD  or  .\];j:kdei:n, 

(lisregai'iJful  allku  of  coininoii  f^ciiso,  and  ilic  plai)i  wuivl- 
i])'..l  of  o](]  deeds.  It  would  serve  no  good  end  to  ])ii'k 
holes  ill  those  ancient  donbL^t.s;  let  us  i-athei-  sIk^v  tliat  a 
ino]*e  .sweeping  Keform  Bill  than  that  of  1833  has  found 
us,  To\v^]i  Council  and  Guildiy,  moi'C  inclined  to  make  foi* 
the  good  of  the  connnunit}'  a  fair  concession.  Neither 
])arty  would  then  yield — mistrust  ci*ept  in — and  for  fo]ty 
years  the  good  work  lias  l)ecn  hindered. 

1833.  (Tbor.r.ui  ■gr.inncrmnm 

Jillm/le  Jk.oh  of  GuWL 

Instead  of  a  weary  transcript  of  the  inany  ])assnges 
of  arms  Lctwecn  the  Dean  and  the  Cuurt,  and  the  Magis- 
trates and  Council,  spread  ovei'  the  pages  of  many  juinute 
books  of  this  date,  and,  as  answer  to  some  of  the  funda- 
mental erroi'S  committed  ly  the  dominant  i">arty,  the 
following  quotation  from  a  competent  authority  i.s  Jjiade: 
"The  ']3ox'  of  the  ancient  Scottish  Guilds  corrcs])onds 
with  the  French  Calssc,  the  German  JCassc,  which  are 
used  in  the  like  sense.  Tho  coin])ulsory  friendly  funds  of 
the  Germans  arc  termed  Zi':an(js-lasse)L  —  co]n])ulsory 
boxes  or  chests."  'J'he  J)OX  of  the  Guildry — the  A<lditional 
Fund  to  this  Box — all  the  careful  scrajungs  of  four  cen- 
turies, and  the  kindly  gifts  of  many  burghers,  yield  at 
this  date  a,bout  eleven  hundred  a  year.  The  recoids 
show  how  very  watchful  the  Deans  and  tlie  assessors  wei'c 
over  the  distributioii  of  the  contents  of  this  Box,  and  all 
belonging  to  it. 

1834/  /?\lc\;inDci:  oroiBc:;. 

Miiwti:  Bool:  of  O'uH'i. 
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'J^iial  tlu3  Giiiia  J'.ictliivn  elect  Die  DL-an,  UkiL  ilir, 
iiicotings  ]j(i  Jield  in  ilie  Town  I  Fall,  lliat  lepoi'lcrs  from 
all  the  Aboi'JcK'ii  i)a[)e)-.s  be  adiiiiitoil,  aii<l  a  ci-o\vJ  o\' 
otlier  sucli  like  importaut  incinorauda  lie  before  us  at 
11)  is  time. 

1835.  ^(fil  ^m\\).    /.u\.  ■ 

Minute  Booh  of  Oiuhf. 

Five  iiomuls  yearly  seems  about  all  that  at  (Lis  time 
eould  be  given  to  a  decayed  brother  or  Ids  v.dduw,  auJ 
lialf  as  Diurh  to  adanghler. 

1836.  IXfit  .'ymiili,  c?irai. 

Munik  llooJ:  of  Calld. 

A  ealm  judgment,  well  balaneed  intelligence,  trained 
])Owers,  and  thorough  honest}^,  enabled  Dean  Neil  Smith 
to  pass  through  the  trying  ordeal  of  these  two  years.  'J'o 
all  the  lalioured  statemeiits  of  the  Town  Council  papers 
he  gave  full  replies.  He  entered  on  defence  against 
their  aetioji  of  declarator.  'Jdie  cost  of  the  defence 
had  to  be  met.  Would  forty  brethren  stanil  by  him  in 
meeting  these  costs,  he  asked  ?  On  the  iv/entylirst  day 
of  October,  18o7,  he  called  a  general  meeting  of  Guild 
Ih-ethi-en  ;  and  in  no  mi.^taheable  terms  they  gave  the 
answer,  and  instruct  hiiu  ''  to  M'ithdraw  the  defence 
entered  for  the  Guildi^y."  A  little  of  the  JJean's  courage 
would  ha\c  saved  nuieli  money,  and  ])rcvcnted  the 
unseemly  wiangling  of  ilve  and  thiity  years. 

1837.'  ?j^1ctci  vititilTr.nn.^.ou. 

Mhmf<  Jwoh  of  (iv'tdl. 


100  ))i:axs  or  guild  or  .viiEiiDKioN, 

1838.  «'fslif  (L'duh. 

J\[inHlc  JJool'  of  C'nild. 

From  t.lic  funds  of  (lie  Cuil.l  Ercilircn  llio  ^vliole 
costs  arc  taken  of  tlie  decreet  pronounced  by  11)0  Loixls 
of  Council  and  Session  in  tlie  action  of  declarator  at  the 
instance  of  tLe  Magistrates  and  Council,  against  the  Lur- 
gesses  of  Guild. 

1839.  ■    %]dn  e{!ii[(i;iiiir^ajT. 

Minute  Bool-  of  Cv.Vd. 

1840.  Cuorgc  fhonipsoiK  '^Uin. 

Minnie  Bool-  of  Guild. 

1841.  ('")Coroc  (Tnorap'ioii,  3hur. 

Mimdo  Booh  Qf  Cnild . 

Before  proceeding  to  the  special  business  of  this 
general  meeting  of  the  Burgesses,  the  election  of  a  Dean, 
the  retiring  Dean  took  the  opportunity  of  congratulating 
the  Brethren  on  the  pruspcrous  condition  of  their  funds. 

1842.  %\m\\  %  ^Tl*(!:'omiif. 

MxiiUiQ.  Bool:  of  OvUd, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Cuildiy,  aftci-  niuch  discussion, 
it  is  unanimously  agreed  that  this  meeting,  unwilling 
to  throw  an}'  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  public  inij^rove- 
ment  so  important  and  so  desirable  as  the  Harbour 
AVorlcs,  agree  to  tlie  expunging  of  tlie  clause  in  the 
proposed  Harbour  Jjill,  levying  what  is  called  'double 
dues*  on  non-freemen,  solely  as  a  maUer  of  ex))ediency 
under  existing   circumstances,  with   tlie  <li.stinct  under- 
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standing  that  in  doing  so  llicy  avo  not  yielding  to  any 
claim  of  rigiit,  lait  that  for  a  i.unlic  good  ll^-y  aiv. 
sacrificing  a  jjurcljasod  jirivilego. 

1843.  ^(aanticr  |i).iliu\ 

J\JlmfU.  BookofCliuhL 

It  is  suggested  that  the  Dean  .should  call  the  Guildry 
together  on  the  morning  of  the  election  of  Harbour 
Trustees,  so  that  instead  of  tjie  nine  nicinhers  whoiu  the 
Guildry  elect  being  noniinatetl  l»y  a  few  ]ji:rsuns,  whose 
ofhces  are  near  the  Harbour  Ofiice,  the  Ih-cthren  them- 
selves in  open  Court  should  elect,  or  have  the  opportunity 
at  least  givoi  them  so  to  do. 

1844.  g^lcranbcr  \\\\\\\v 

Mimiic  Booh  of  Guild. 

1845.  ^amnj  ^ai)i)ciT. 

Mbnife  Book  of  Guild. 

The  system  of  Bajdving  and  Currency  in  Scotland  is 
discussed,  and  at  a  General  I^Ieeting  of  the  Guild,  it  is 
uuiLiiimously  agreed — 

I.  That  the  present  S3^stem  of  Banking  and  Currency, 
\vliich  has  no^v  been  established  in  Scotland  for  a  century 
and  a-half,has  completely  engrafted  itself  upon  the  habits 
and  feelings  of  the  Scotti.di  public,  and  is  cherished  by 
them  as  the  chief  means  thiough  which  the  country  has 
i-ay)idly  advanced  in  agricultural  and  in  commci'cial  wealth 
and  importance. 

n.  That  the  withdrawal  of  the  One  Pound  Notes, 
which  constitute  two-tliirds  of  the  money  circulation  of 
Scotland,  would  lead  to  the  discontinuance  of  cash  ci-edit, 


by  ineaiis  of  Avliicli  ilio  banks  liavc  Jono-  aflbrded,  and 
now  alJbru,  incalculable  assLsianco  to  the  A\'o)-kin--  closscs, 
Avoulfl  brliio-  abruptly  to  a  close  Uic  improvciuoiit.s  ii\ 
a^a-icuU.uro,]iowso  rapidly  progressing,  and  occasion  sucli 
a  clicclv  to  tbe  in  ami  Picturing  and  coinincrcial  cntcrin-iscs 
of  the  country  as  must  inevitaljly  ruin  many  niost 
deservjjig  parties. 

IIT.  Tlia.t  tlio  withdrawal  from  the  banks  of  tlie 
])Owcr  to  issue  One  Pound  Notes,  would  lender  them 
nnable  to  allow  iutoreston  depc-^its,  tlio  jiaymont  ol'wliich 
]iitherio  lias  tended  to  foster  habits  of  industry  and 
frugality,  by  the  inducement  which  it  liolds  out  for  the 
middle  classes  to  deposit  their  savings  with  the  banks. 

I\^  Til  at  our  One  Pound  Notes  form  a  most  cui-i-ent 
and  cheap  medium  of  exchange,  and  would  with  diflicult^^ 
in  remote  districts  be  superseded  by  gold.  That  tlu; 
meeting  has  tlie  utmost  confidence,  confirmed  by  long 
ex]XTi(;nce,  in  the  banks  ]»resontly  established  in  Scotland, 
and  believes  that  they  are,  from  their  condition,  ^^•ell 
fitted  to  conduct  the  monetary  transactions  of  the 
country.  ThoX  the  meeting  further  believes  that  any 
measure  which  ])rovid(.'S,  on  tiie  })rinciple  of  regulating  the 
circulation  of  the  country,  on  the  basis  of  the  foivign 
exchanges,  is  altogether  very  erroneous,  because  that 
circulation  is  wholly  crcatoil  b3-,  and  adopts  itself  to  the 
Avants  of  each  particular  distrir-t;  and  accordingly,  an 
examlnaiion  of  the  Scottish  circulation  will  shew  that  it 
fluctuates  with  the  amount  of  commodities  circulated  at 
the  various  periods  of  the  year,  and  not  with  the  state  of 
the  foreign  exchanges. 

V.  'J'hat  the  threatened  legislation  in  the  Currency 
of  Scotland   will    bo  received  by  the  population  as  an 
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uncaUcKl  fur,  ar])itrarv,  an-l  uiost  clai)goroiis  interference 
Avill)  tlie  wants  of  Die  connby — a  measure  by  wliicli 
the  comfort  and  liapi»i)ics.s  of  tlie  peaceable  instiditions 
and  at  pi-esent  wcdl  affected  ))eo])lc  of  Scotland  will  bo 
unnecessarily  ])]aced  in  jeopardy,  and  v/hicli,  if  tlirnst  n])on 
them  against  their  united  remonstrances,  will,  auiong  its 
primary  consecjuences,  prove  disasti'ou.s  to  the  industry  of 
the  eountiy^,  and  tend  to  alienate  the  cojifideiiec  and 
attaclimoit  of  a  largo  poitiun  of  Uie  jjopulation  from  the 
Govci'muijiit  of  the  country. 

This  i)etition  is  forwarded  for  presentation,  and  i\[r. 
Bannerman  is  requested  to  present  the  same,  and  su]>port 
the  prayer  thereof 

184G.  ^fMWV.l  |);ibbciv. 

Mbiatc  Bool:  of  Guild. 

The  Dean  of  Guild  and  his  Assessors  have  rei)eatedly 
had  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  the  privileges  of 
cxchisive  trading  in  Scottish  Ihirghs  under  their  con- 
siderati<jn,  but  arc  reluctant  to  express  a  decided  oj^inion 
on  a  matter  which  is  of  such  importance  to  the  Lurgosscs 
of  Guild  collectively,  and  they  feel  rather  inclined  to 
leave  it  in  the  hands  of  their  brethren  at  large.  They, 
however,  have  little  doubt,  froiu  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
that  the  time  is  approaching  when  the  exclusive  riglit  of 
trading  will  be  abolished  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
upon  duo  ])rovision  being  made  that  the  i-ight  to  the 
Charitable  Funds  and  other  interests  and  i>rivileges 
belonging  to  the  Guildry  be  strictly  reserved  and  inain- 
tained  as  heretofore,  they  would  suggest  to  the  IJurgesses 
of  Guild  the  propriety  of  departing  from  their  exclusive 
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riglit   of  iracliiig   in  ahhcr  Burgh.      At  a  iull    uicciing 
of  Burgesses  lliis  is  agreed  (o. 

1847.  ^(cA-;uit!Ci  (L^^orbon. 

Miituie  Jjooh  of  Guild. 

It  is  rnoveJ  in  the  Council  iliaf,  iri  resjiect  of  Uu^ 
cxduslvc  privilege  of  trading  in  3Jurghs  Jjaving  been 
abolished,  and  all  classes  of  citizens  jdaced  on  an  Cijual 
footing,  the  Council  do  now  resolve  to  abolish,  or  reduce 
to  a  luercl}'  noun'nal  sum,  tlio  charge  to  the  Coiinjion  Cood 
on  witrant  Burgesses  ;  and  that  the  Scotch  Act  of  IStO 
having  deprived  the  Guildr}-  of  their  exclusive  privileges 
in  regard  to  trade,  tlie  Council  admit  that  the  connection 
that  body  has  hitherto  had  with  tlie  J.urgli  is  indirectly 
cut  off.  The  Council  is,  therefore,  prepared  to  sepai-atc 
the  charitable  funds  and  other  property  of  the  Guildry 
Incor])oration  from  the  Buigli  Accounts  and  J>urgh 
Management,  and  to  transfo-  the  same  to  the  Guildry,  to 
be  managed  by  themselves.  Xeithe]-  party  seemed  rca(.ly 
foi'  the  transference,  for  nothing  further  is  done. 

1848.  4^\lc.v;mi)rr  Chivuoiv. 

Minnie  IJooh  of  CuUd. 

1849.  Ocoiac  ^1.  yoluli^rll. 

Mimttc  Bool:  of  Gulhl 

1850.  •     cOrorac  xl.  ,yolhuidl. 

Minidc  Booh  of  ChuiL 

1851.  cVorac  /huiCi.^;. 

MhuUc  Booh  of  Guild. 
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1852.  (OcoviTC  ^mWii. 

Minute  Book  of  CuiU. 

1853.  3(cv;\nber  Jllrof. 

Minuk  nool-ofC'ttnd. 

1854.  ^\[a;nibcr  riicol. 

Tjie  Dean  staled  iliat,  in  consequence  of  remarks 
made  at  last  gi-neral  olectioji  as  to  the  dccrca.se  of  tlic 
number  of  Jhn'gcfses,  lie  had  requested  and  received  from 
the  Chamberlahi  a  statement  shewmg  the  numbei"  eiitercd 
for  tcia  3^ears  preceding  1S43,  Avhcn  certain  of  their 
privileges  were  abolislied,  and  the  ten  years  sul)sequcnt 
to  tljat  period,  and  found  a  great  decrea-se  in  tlie 
number  of  cjitrants.  He  had  also  ascertained  fi'om 
the  Deans  of  Ediiiburgh,  Glasgo^y,  and  Dundee,  that  the 
cntr}^  laoney  payable  by  Burgesses  there  v/as  nuich  less 
than  that  paid  here,  but  he  liad  not  a.scertaincd  the 
corresponding  })rivileges,  lie  made  the  statement  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Burgesses,  so  tliat  thc}^  ii^^i-y,  if  tluy 
tliink  proper,  adopt  so^ne  plan  for  increasing  the  number 
c»f  entrants. 

1855.  ooliUinin  .IJo.'ic. 

Minute  JIjoJ:  of  (JuihL 

1856.  •     c'^lil!i;iiu  i;o.M\ 

Minute  Bool:  of  Guild. 

1857.  Okovfic  dhonvioir. 

Minute  Bool:  of  (•'ui'd. 
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TJie  J3argcsses  pctit.iou  raiiiameiit  a</ain.st  (lie  iniion 
of  the  CoUcg-cs. 

1858.  G'rovnc  (Tljom.'ion, 

Minute  Jiooh  of  CiuUl. 

1859.  (O'roro.c  ?[)ora.'ioiv. 

Minute  Booh  o/dulUl 

T)>c  .Hui-gcsscs  resolve  to  peliliuJi  ]\ailiaiiie]it  a^^'aiiist 
the  lUli  (at  pro^jent  before  rarliaiuent)  e)iiituleil  "  A  Dill 
to  aijioicl  the  law  ]-elative  to  the  lei^^al  qualificatioii.s  of 
Couneillor.s,  and  the  admission  of  Burgesses  in  Jloyal 
Burghs  in  Scotland,"  unless  ;i  clause  S'hall  he  inserted, 
giving  the  Burgesses  of  Guild  the  full  management  of 
their  o\\'n  funds,  under  the  form  of  a  Fj-iendly  Society, 
and  that  tlie  ]n-ivileges  of  Bobcrt  Goixlon's  Hospital  shall 
be  continued,  or  not  altered  by  the  ]3J11.  A  largi^  Com- 
mittee is  named  for  the  purpose  of  ad\'ising  Avith  the 
Dean,  ^vlio  enters  into  conimunication  witli  j\lr.  Dunlop, 
the  author  of  the  Jjill,  and  the  clause  "  that  such  admis- 
sion, b}'  mhiute  of  Council,  shall  not  'per  so  be  held  to  give 
or  imply  any  right  or  title  to,  or  interest  in  the  pi'uperties, 
funds,  or  revenues  of  any  of  the  Guilds,  Ciafts,  or 
I'ji corporations  of  the  Burgh,  or  any  ]\lortifications  or 
Benefactions  for  belioof  of  the  Burgt-sses  of  such  Guilds, 
Crafts,  or  Incorporations,  or  of  their  families,  or  an//  rifjht 
of  mc/aa.rjcnient  iJicrcof,  or  any  membership  in  any  of  the 
said  CUiilds,  Crafts,  or  Jnco)-]>o)-ations,"  was,  by  many,  held 
to  be  the  granting  of  the  ])rotecti on  sought. 

i8G0.  (Oroiac  vi;imic:;ou. 

MtmUi.  Book  of  (Juihl. 
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1861.  O')rorac  .^ijumir-iou. 

Minute  Bool:  <>f  du'ikh 

TJio   aiiioiiiit    of   sloclc   Ijolon^'ing   to   (lie   f()llo^ving 
FuikV;  and  i\Ioiiificatioiis  appears  at  this  date  to  l>e: — 
I.  Tlio  Guildry  Clianialjlc  Funds — 

Guild  Bretliro.n's  Ilospiial .•€1.S,27:';  L")     8 

Guild  J'ox MXA\     7     2 

Additional  Fund  tu  Guild  Ilox      ...        lu.'Ui:^     7   11 


£40,023  10     9 

U.  ]\ror{,ir)calions  for  Lilioof  of  JJutl'^cssos,  tlicir 
Widows,  or  Cliikli-cn,  of  ^\'luc•h  tlio  Town  Council  arc 
patroiis  under  the  rulaiivo  Dt-cds  of  .Mortirication— 

£10,814  Gs.  lid. 

111.  ]\Iortifications  undi-r  the  patronage  of  the  Town 
Council,  in  Vv'liicli  Lurgcsses  of  Guild,  their  Widows,  and 
Faunlies  have  only  a  joint  iiiterest  with  other  parties — 

£3,820  Os.  Od. 

The  sum  in  the  whr)lo  of  i\\(i  three  Ijranclies  Ijeing — 
£00,158  7s.  5d. 

In  the  Town  Council,  ])y  a  majority,  it  was  agreed 
that— 

I.  '^riic  Town  C^>\nleil,  considering  tliat  ^ov  a  Ion"- 
period  of  years  \]\ki  ClKiiitahle  Funrls  Ixlonging  to  tlio 
Jlurgesses  of  Guild  have  been  managed  hy  the  Co\ni(;il, 
considfi-ing  also  Ihat  receiit  legislation  has  materially 
altered  th(i  (jualiliealions  for  a  seat  at  the  Council  lioa)-d, 
the  C^Mlln•i]  is  i,)\'  opinion  that,  under  certain  conditions, 
the  Guildry  ought   to  jiave  the  management  of  their  own 
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fuMels ;  lliorefoie  lliev  iiamo  a  CuiiuDiKcc,  win,*,  \vi[\\  a 
CoiiiDiittcc  uf  Bui-gt'.sscs,  are  to  prepare  a  draft  VAW  for 
tlie  piiiM'O.so  of  ]e_£;-alizi]ig  tlio  trajisfer  of  tlie  finid.s,  arul 
giving  tile  GuiJdry  a  legal  right  to  liold  tlic  same  in  all 
time  coming. 

11,  That  a  clause  he  introduced  into  tlie  jiroposcdBill, 
authorizing  tlic  expCJises  of  carrying  out  tlie  foregoing 
resolution  to  bo  defra^'ed  fj-oni  the  Ouil«hy  Funds. 

TJiorcaiter,  at  a  full  nieding  of  tlie  Guild  Jh'cthien, 
the  e.jui(.y  of  this  pro})0.sal  was  recognised,  and  it  was 
reserved  tliat,  under  the  altered  cireuni.^tances  in  which 
the  Guih.hy  now  stand  towards  the  Town  Council,  by 
])rovisio]i  of  the  ])unjo}>  Act  of  ISGO,  t]ie  Burgesses  are 
entitled  tu  tlie  Luanagemcnt  of  their  Charitable  Funds; 
and,  approving  general]}^  of  tlie  resolutioiis  contained  in 
the  report,  agree  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  act  with  the 
Co^nmittee  c>f  tlic  Town  Council,  for  the  ]nn-] )os<.'  of 
preparing  the  heads  of  a  Bill  to  be  submitted  to  Parlia- 
meiit  for  the  attainment  of  this  object,  and  for  other 
necessary  purposes  cormected  tlierewith. 

Dean  Jamieso]!  and  the  Law  Ageid-.  elected  by  tlie 
Gujildry,  are  autliorized  to  i)roceed  to  Edinbui-gli,  to  con- 
sult Counsel,  if  they  shall  see  fit.  The  heads  of  a  Bill 
prc])arcd,  Counsel  consulted,  and  all  ready,  mIk-u  two 
gentlemen  of  the  Guildry  obstruct,  au<l  .diorily  after  four 
in  the  Council  hinder  anything  being  done. 

18G2.  cOccrijc  j*;imic::.oii. 

Mini.'.O.  JJuoI:  if  Ciilhl. 

>Kuiorial  \y  Joint  Committee  seJit  to  Kdinluii-gh. 
Answer  to  .^ani".  received.  Noi  ]jel]>ful  iii  aiiy  way 
important. 
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1863.  6cora^  y.  ^olInncH. 

Minute  ]>vul:  >'f  GoMd. 

1864.  (!3ror.i]c  ji.  ^loibbjtll. 

Miimtr  Book  of  drihl. 

1BG5.  vOcoroc  ij.  ilolhtuclL 

Minute.  Jiook  of  (Ju'dd. 

0)1  iliu  Lloalli  uf  ^Ir.  xVlcx.  Frasrr  (lie  CiiiMry  clrct, 
iioiJiiiiaU-,  ojul  n]>])uiiil  .Mr.  AVilliain  CiOi\l())i  to  l»o  CK^rk 
to  tlie  ])oa)i  of  Guild  Couit  cf  lliLs  City,  v.ilh  llic  \vlii)lf^ 
powers,  privilcijjcs,  and  eiiiolumcnls  tluTcto  Ix'loiii/niL,^ 
and  ilio  said  !\h-.  Wni.  Go'du]!  being  present.,  accepted  of 
tlie  said  ap])ointine]it,  and  gave  his  oath  dc  Jlddl  (cJ- 
min i^t  rat  lone  ojjlci  i. 

1866.  (I)rnrgc  ^fainicr.on. 

Minut>:  lUtok  (f  C'uihl. 

1867.  (.'korgc  '^lainlc^oii. 

MlmUc  JJovh  of  OaUd. 

1868.  ('jcoiac  /■'ainicf.on. 

Minute  r>ool-  if  Guild. 

A  very  large  me<'ting  of  (udid  ]"*>ret]n-eii  saneti<»n  the 
Dean  of  Guild  aii<l  his  Assessors  ])ctiii())iing  for  jrave  t<» 
bring  into  Parlianiejit  " 'J'iic  Aberdeen  Guildry  and  Town 
Council  J)ill."  This  Dill,  quite  as  nnich  in  tlu;  interests 
of  tht;  Council  as  uf  the  (Uiild,  sought  leave  to  get  for  the 
Guildi-y  the  inanogenKiit  of  that  wliieh  wns  proved  in  be 
theirs  alone.  I'urtliei-,  it  sought  to  give  to  ilir  .Magis- 
t.)'atesa)jd  Council  the  i.-ontjol  and  nianngmicnt  of  certaiji 
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moi'tificiitions  liocjiK'allicd  by  CLiiaiji  |ic']son,s  for  bclioof 
of  the  Bui-gvsscs  of  Guild,  tlicir  A\'id<j\v.s,  and  Children. 
And    finlhc)-,    it    soni^ht    to    sccni-c    to    the    iNhtgi-sU-aics 
and   Coinicil    the  nianageuient  of  those  fun<]s   Avh(^ro  a. 
niixcd    inteie.st   exists.       Seventy-four    Guild     lheth)-en 
ag-reed   to  tijis,  aiHl  live  disagreed.      ]t  v»'ill  save  some 
useless  writings  and  tlie  transcription  of  inueli  verljiage, 
if -Nvo  licre  note  that  the  assertion  tliat  "  tlie  GuiUhy  were 
ai)])]-op]-iating  funds  to  vJiich  tlu-y  luid  no  exelusive  rigid," 
lias  no  other  Lase  to  rest  upon  tlian  tluil   ui'  the  careless 
historiaJi,    Kennedy,    who,    putting   a    wj-ong   nanu^    to 
Canon     Clatt's    bequcsl-,    led    his    followers    ca    AVill-o'- 
t]»e-AVJsp    chase.      In    these   pages   the   juitui-e  of    these 
}\lortilleaiions    lias    been    suiiieieutly  made    out  ;    it    ve- 
}nains  now    to    su})]»lement    the  information   somewliat, 
and  the  writer  fears  that  tliat  further  su})plement  oidy 
makes   the    case    woise    for    the   obstructives.      Jf   tho 
Chapel  of  St.  Thomas  did  not,  at  the  KefuJ-mation,  witli 
all    its  lands,  belong    to  the    Burgliers,  to    ^\•hom  did  it 
l)e]o]ig  ?     James  the  Sixtli,  b}'  ivi  Act  fivquently  quoted, 
gave  up  all  such.      The  i3u]-gliers,  as  witnessed  by  the 
Boards — and  by  the  becjuests  of  many  citizens,  em-iclied 
St.  Thomas — their  Hospital,  the   i)rice  tl»e  city  ]>aid  for 
widening  Coneetion  Wyjid,  and  the  ca)>itali;:cd  value  of 
the  balance  of  the  subject,  are   rightly  accounted  for  to 
tlie  Guildry.     Lul  v/here  do  we  get  an  e<jui\-ale]jt  i\)V  the 
lost    ground    annuals    of    Lord     Kintoie,    or    those    of 
Dionysius  Chalmers,  or  the  hjss  by  the  sale  of  tlie  Guild 
Lrethren's   llos])ital,   which    wa.s   erected   by   their    ]>ur- 
chasing    f»r    tliat    )>uritu>e    Hubert    Gorduii's    Ib^sjiiiar.s 
Gardener's  house. 

The  same  party  action   which  had  been  useless  in  the 
Guild    was    tuiiied    to    Use    in    the-    Couiuil  ;    an<l    thei'e, 


rjio.M  1J3G  Tu  18 


K).  ij- 


]V.S()luii()i-is,  Hie  cDinjiolcncy  of  \v]ik-]\  (lie  p:irt.y  ucro  al 
Jio  i]\)iil)]o  to  ascMM-'uiiji,  ^vt'i'c  ])ii-;;ctl.  '.riiosc  resolutions 
tho  Guild  JJictliJLu  resolutely  refused  to  look  at.  Oji  tliu 
a})p]ir.atio]i  for  admission  1)y  five  sons  of  Burgesses,  certi- 
iied  by  tlic  Court,  tlie  Town  CuuncJl  refused  admission  on 
oilier  tlinu  tlic  t'.-j-ms  of  tlieii-  ineojnjK-tent  I'esolulloirs. 
A  Icttoj'  to  eacl)  of  tliu  applicants,  notify in;^^  this,  wny, 
at  .same  time  sejit  by  the  Town  Clerk.  In  Hie  aiiswo- 
\\']ilc]i  these  <4-ejitlcmen  sent  to  tlie  Dean,  there  oeeurs 
tliis  ])assaL;c: — ''An  tliis  niattei-  sei'iousl}^  affects  tlie 
constitutio]!  of  the  Guiidry  as  a  body,  and  the  rii^hts 
and  position  of  all  wlio  may  i]i  future  claim  admission 
into  it,  ue  tliink  it  sliould  be  taken  up,  ]i()t  by  a  lew 
individ.uals,  buL  l>y  the  general  body,  and  ue  venture 
to  ask  yuu  to  bing  the  Toavji  Cle]k's  letter,  ou)-  i)etition, 
and  the  A\-]iole  question  before  your  Assessors,  tliat  you 
ma}''  take  nieasui'es  for  ha^'ing  it  autlioritatively  settled." 

1869.  liua!)  1,1  o:;:;. 

3rinu(e  Book  of  Guild. 

A  Committee  named  to  meet  Avith  the  Council  with 
referoice  to  these  resolutions.  At  this  meeting,  after 
deliberation.  Provost  Leslie  pro]]iised,  on  Ijehalf  of  the 
Town  Council,  to  give  these  resolutions,  and  the  whole 
.subject,  their  cai-eful  and  favouraljle  consideration.  The 
Tow  Ji  Council  leave  their  i-esulutions  uncancelled,  and 
under  the  same  guidance  become  )norc  agressive  on  the 
Guiidry.  Under  these  conditions  the  a])])eal  contained  iji 
the  letter  jweviously  rjuoted,  did  not,  like  the  a})peal 
made  bv  Dean  Xeil  .Smith  in  IKjo,  fall  on  nidicedin"- 
ears;  instead  of  the  forty  he  then  asked  for,  oiie  hvni(h-ed 
and  twenty  Guild  Dretlnv]!  ste])pcd  forward  to  the  help 


lis  ])i:a>;s  of  (iuild  or  akerdeen', 

of  Dean  IJugli  ]to,ss,  and  subscribcl,  and  i)ai^]  into 
the  IkukIs  of  Ticasuvcrs,  tlicji  iiairu'd,  Two  Tliuii- 
.sand  PuuiuLs,  to  be  8i)eiit,  if  )iCL'd  ha,  in  defe-iicc  of 
their  rights  and  eliariiics.  The  Town  Coiineil,  instead 
of  defeiiding  the  action  w]n*ch  the}'  liad  jii-ovokcd,  cun- 
sidercd  disci'etion  tlie  Lcttur  pari  of  valour,  and  \ni[.  in 
no  appearance,  judgniejit  of  course  being  giveii  against. 
them. 

1870.  3i)uah  iio^if.. 

Minute  Jiooh  of  Calhl. 

1871.  ^^ftuia  Smlib. 

Minute  Bool:  of  OuUd. 

Opportunity  given  to  the  Town  Council  to  M'itli- 
draw  the  objcctioimblc  )iiinnte.  The  Dean  issues  in 
pamphlet  fonii  an  honest  statcrnciit  of  tlie  whole  case ; 
yet,  by  a  majority,  the  Council  retain  the  iuiiuile. 

1872.  l>l-o.ifi  .Wraith. 

Minute  Book  of  Guild. 

jN'o  ai)})lieants  for  admission  to  Guild  since  the  Town 
Council  passed  the  I'csolutions  of  ]oC0  and  "I.S70. 

1873.  :\\n-M\^tx  ool.iifhcr. 

Minute  Book  of  Guild. 

1874.  ^^ln;inDn-  Oi-uilhcr. 

Minute  Book  of  Guild. 

An  ellbrt  niade  to  sctdo  the  diHerences  between 
Towji  Council  and  Cuild  Ihvthren,  ou  the  concessioji  by 
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tlic  lalicr  c»f  a  .sum  of  inoiu.y  to  ilic  furmcr.  Tlio  OulUl 
Djcllircn  a]")j>iovc  anJ  .sauctiou  the  Ojtiii opriatiuii  of  a  part 
of  tlicir  finids  lur  ilic  purpose  of  erect  mg  aPublie  10piJcii\ic 
llosj)ital,  if  by  so  doing  a  comproiniso  can  bo  eflecteJ  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  coiicerjiecl,  wlicivby  tlic  (Uiildiy 
FidkIs  not  so  a])])ro[H'iaicd,  nia^'  be  seemed  to  tlie  Gulldry 
\viiliout  cliallcjige  in  ibe  future.  Towards  tlie  en<l  of  tbu 
year  tlie  Dean  issued  "A  Possible  Scbeine  of  SettK-nicut/' 
hv'nvj  su£(i/estiunb  of  bis  own,  based  on  tlie  remit. 

1876'.  gvlc,\;uiDcv  cirallar. 

MhitacJk'oI:  of  Guild. 

TJie  Joint  Cormnittees  bave  liad  fro(iuent  laeL-tings. 
Heads  of  S(  tilemeiit  of  terms  of  Act  advancing.  o^U-an- 
^vbile,  tliu  'J.\>wn  Cou)icil  cancel  tlie  resolutions,  and  many 
apjjUc-ants  i'or  admission  to  tbc  Guildry  como  forward 
and  are  admitted. 


l-:0  DEAXS   OF   (lUliJ-)   OF    AlUniDFCN, 

KXTJiACT     PROM 

''THE  PKIVILEGJiS  OP  THE  KOYAL  BUPvKOWS;'  17'J  7. 


to  ihc  privllo^fcs  of  Aljovclccii,  ilio  finclcnlest 
cliari(;)-  extant  tliat  I  licar  of  bcloiKniii^'  to  thafc  city 
^J  is  granlc'l  1)3'  King  Alexander  iho  Sooond,  A\'liicli, 
with  liis  seal,  i.s  said  to  bo  yet  in  their  Charter  chist.  V>\\i 
I  have  seen  their  Chaiier  from  Iving  llobcrt,  of  the  town 
of  Aberdeen  privil(,'i^\;,s  tliereof,  and  Forest  of  Stocket, 
which,  extends  ihoii-  ]MJvllege.s  some  miles  to  the  wcst- 
Avard  of  the  tovrn.  Tiiis  Charter  i.s  dated  at  l)er\viel:-upon- 
Tweed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign.  They  liavealso 
other  Oiarters  from  King  David,  fi-om  the  several  ]\ing 
Jameses,  and  from  Q,neen  I^Fary.  And  this  Oiartcr  from 
Queen  Mary,  besides  tlieir  other  valuable  i)rivileges,  gives 
them  power  to  feu  the  Salmon  Fishings  of  ])ee  and  Don  to 
their  ]jurgheis,  wliich  vere  then  and  arc  yet  of  a  very 
considerable  value,  and  they  are  so  limited,  that  iionc  ean 
be  infeft  in  these  fishings  but  aDui'gess  residing  and  using 
the  trade  of  merehandize  within  the  Burgh,  and  eaeh  Jhu-- 
gess  ean  enjoy  no  more  but  one  sc[niraic  fev.  of  a  J".df 
ncCs  paliiioii  jhlilnj  or  ihc  chjlitk  pari  of  ilic  ^alnuni 
fishiiKj  in  the  cruircs ;  and  there  is  this  furder  speciality, 
that  no  woman  ean  be  infeft  in  these  fishings,  so 
nuieh  as  in  lite  r^'ut;  the  design  being  that  Burgesses 
using  the  trade  of  mei'chandizing  should  from  time  to 
time  enjoy  and  im[ir>)ve  them,  and  yrt  not  be  in  their 
powrr  to  malv<!  a  mnnop,)ly  of  tlmn.  l^ing  Cl)arl.\s  the 
Fii'st    i-atifn'S  all    i-'rin'r  prixilrgx-s  gi-antrd    liy  hi-    pre- 
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decessors,  Kiii^C's  and  Qiicous  of  Scotland,  and  pai'liuuhirly 
the  Charters  and  privilf.'i^^os  by  K'dv^  "\Villi:iiij,  KiiiLi" 
Alexander  (lio  So-cond,  AlcxaiKJer  the  Third,  liubert  tiie 
First,  J)avj.d  his  Son,  lioljcrt  the  Second,  ]iol)ci-t  the 
'JTiird,  Kin^s  Janjes  tlie  First,  Second,  Third,  Foiuili, 
Queen  ]\Iarv,  and  K\nis^  Jauies  the  Sixth.  And  of  new 
\]])0}]  a  vcj^'  full  n;i.)i-atio]i  of  the  good  services  of  the 
Burgli  of  Abeidecn,  Jlis  Majest}'  dispcjiics  tlie  Towji  wilh 
the  lands  and  fls1iinL'"S  tijeretu  belon-'in""  Avith  the  J\.i(- 
and  llai-]>uur,  v,"]t]i  tlie  privilege  of  holdin^,^  Courts, 
exacting'-  cuslouis,  as  also  disposes  onv  lands  beloM-in:--  b« 
Abbacies,  J^jiories,  Chaplaimies,  Altarage^,  ^vifh  the  Loch- 
and  ]\[rado\\s:  ani]  by  this  Charter  they  h:i\'c  in  nio.-i 
auijjle  forni  He  pri\  ile^e  <>f  being  Shn-ills,  C'oroners,  and 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Vv'itliin  llieieselw^,  and  the  ]^n)Vo  l 
for  the  term  is  Shcri(f-ri'inci))al,  and  the  J3ailli<'s  Sljcriil- 
Deputes,  whose  powers  in  judging  of  niattei-s  civil  or 
ci-iii)inal  aix-  as  ani])le  as  the  ])Ovrcrs  of  any  Shii-e  c»i-  'J'ovrn 
within  the  kingdom,  ;ind  these  ])0\vers  ai-e  particularly 
enumerat  in  their  Charter.  They  liave  also  the  power 
and  pi'ivilege  of  visiting  the  weights  and  measures  in  all 
the  fa.irs  and  niarkcts,  ajid  other  id;ices  within  tin.'  shire, 
and  (jf  punishing  such  as  use  false  weights  and  measures; 
and  this  chajUer  furdei*  contains  an  union  and  annexation 
of  all  those  ])rivileges  into  the  free  Royal  J'urgh  tln.-re, 
and  in  all  tin^e  thereaftei-j  to  be  cdled  the  Town  of  Aher- 
decn,  as  is  )iioie  fully  mentiojied  in  the  Charter  dated 
ninth  September,  ItioS,  hi  the  terms  of  which  riglits  and 
privileges  the  Tov/n  of  AlH'r<l«^en  have  been  in  j.ossessioii 
,of  sole  Sherifis  and  .Justices  of  the  IV-ace  within  their 
town  nnd  freedom,  and  th<'ir  Dean  of  (luild  in  all  n)arl:cts 
witl)in  the  Shire  to  this  day  insjxcts   the  weight-;  and 
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measures,  vnd  pr.Mi-lics  tlio  dcJinquciits.  Tiie  Towji  of 
Aljcj-clcen  ]];>s  also  a  jurisdiction  cumulative  \\i\]i  tlio 
Slierifrol  llu'  SJiire,  in  judL;ln^'  the  killers  of  black  li.sli, 
and  destroyers  of  fry  and  smolts  of  salmon  in  the  Avaler.s 
of  Dec  and  Don,  and  ilieiv  i\Iii^,dstrates  do  usually  sit  and 
liold  Courts  iu  the  remote  parts  of  the  Shire,  adjacent  to 
tlie.se  rivers,  and  fiias  a}id  amerciates  deli)i<[uent.s,  and 
their  dei;ret;ts  Ijave  been  sustained  before  the  Session, 
notwilhstaiidin^^j-  that  thry  were  pirmounced  aijjainst  ])er- 
sons  livini!;  ujihiu  ]•<  gjdiiics.  All  1  .shall  say  of  the 
anti'juities  of  Aberdci)!  i^,  thiit  its  thouij,-ht  to  be  the  eity 
mentioned  b}'  Ttolincy,  which  ho  calls  Dcvana,  and  the 
river  adjacent  Diva,  and  this  is  the  opinion  of  Cambden. 
It  is  said  also  that  the  city  was  created  a  J)urgh  Jioyal  by 
G)-egory  the  Great,  who  reigned  about  eight  hundi-ed 
years  ago.  .Ilo\\  ever,  i  shall  not  furdcr  inquire  into  their 
antiquity,  seeing,  as  I  liave  said,  my  business  is  to  pub- 
lish their  privileges,  the  whieh  I  here  have  done." 


7i*']Tr]  Town  CoiDiscll  of  Al)crJoc;ji  is  clioseii  y'-arly  out 
\i:  of  tlie  wliolo  ciliz(.'iis  .'ind  IniJ-gcssus  of  IIjc;  city. 
J  Tlic  i-oll  of  llio  wliole  brctln-en  of  <^!]a  bt'iiig  lir-sfc 
read  at  every  election  of  the  couiisell,  ^\llicll  lioMs  u])on 
tl)C  A'v^idiiesday  before  ^-licliaelnic'is  day,  tliei'e  being  a 
large  catalogue  diav.-n  nj)  of  nil  llie  bretlu'cn  of  gild 
amongst  tbem,  every  persone,  (^\  lioni  an}^  of  tlie  old 
counselldcHiri'S  to  be  listed  aniojjg  these  out  of  whom  tlic 
new  eoinisell  is  to  be  cboseji),  is  pi-escnil}-  srlt  d(n\)i  in 
that  ncvr  list;  and,  wbrn  tlie  list  is  coni])lcattMl,  b^'  )'ead- 
innf  over  the  whole  brethren  of  gild  of  the  town,  there  is 
ane  indefinite  nundjer  sett  down,  iii)on  two  or  tlii-ee  sliect 
of  I'taper,  witli  lines  drawn  after  every  one  of  theii- najiies, 
and  this  is  given  to  the  present  provost,  baillies,  find  the 
\vholc  old  council,  tluit  every  one  may  make  choice  of 
thirteen  brethren  of  gild,  tu  be  named  tbi- the  new  coun- 
sel for  the  year  to  come;  and  mo>t  votes,  o)-  m.-nks,  m.ake 
up  the  number. 

Next,  they  of  the  old  couihlH  choose  out  of  tlujr 
own  number  four  who  are  called  the  old  fowr,  wliic-li 
being  added  to  the  foiiiier  thirteen,  make  uj)  the  numlx-r 
of  seventeen  brethren  of  gild.  And,  lastly,  having  got 
the  roll  of  all  the  i)resent  deacons  of  trades,  tliere  an; 
tuo  of  these  deacons  chosen,  whieh  makes  up  the  com- 
]>lea(  number  of  Jiineteen  for  the  comisell  the  year 
(•nsuin'^ 
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TJjc  new  clio.scn  coiinsvllors  being  ulj  .sout  lor,  and 
como  in  the  afloi'iioon,  tlic  A\-]iole  old  and  iirw  cnnnsull, 
w'jtii  llip  six  deacons  of  trndcs,  and  (lie  four  deacons  of 
the  old  and  new  coiinsell,  wliieli  makes  up  ten  deac<)}]s  of 
trades,  and  tliirty  brethien  of  gild,  nuilcing  u\)  in  all  tlie 
]nniil)cr  of  foily  voles,  t]ie3'  alt'>get]ier  clioose,  tirst  IJiO 
Y)j'Ovost,  tlien  four  haiilie.s,  a  d'lm  of  gild,  a  treasurer,  a 
master  of  tlic  kijk-work,  and  bridge  wo)-k,  a  master  of 
the  niortificd  inone\'s,  a  niasler  of  tlie  gild  Imsniial,  a 
master  of  the  slioai",  cnlh'd  a  moslei-  of  tbe  impost^  and 
six  single  counsellors,  who  beai-  no  olliee,  but  sitt  and 
vote  in  all  affaii'S  that  come  belbre  the  counsell,  with  the 
two  deacons  of  trades.  If  in  this  election  tlieir  fall  io  be 
one  having  equal  \'otes,  the  piovci.sl,  in  this  case,  jjatli  tlie 
casting  vote. 

Tliis  is  the  true  wa}^  of  electio]i  of  tlie  town  counsell 
of  Alx-rdeen  yearly.  In  testimony  whereof,  thir  presents 
are  subscribed  by  .Mi'.  Ah.'xander  Thonison,  connnon  clcik 
of  the  said  burgh,  at  Aberdeen,  the  21st  day  of  dune, 
1710  years.     Sic  suhscrihiiur  Al.  Thomsrjn. 


1  »  'T  r>. 


r 


H."(C  Tov.'ii  Comu-il  of  Abfrdcx-n  consists  of  25  ]\I('iiil»cr 


7i  ili^  J 
4    >i:. 


Lorj)  l'l:o^■osT. 

SIX  BATLIJIX 
DEAN  OF  GUILD. 
CITY  TJiJ'ASLIItEK. 

MASTER  OF  siiorvE\Yorj;s. 


.AIASTEi;  OF  KIKK  A^'D   lillK; 

\vai:k. 

^FASTKIl  OF  MOrvTlFlCATJOXS. 
^MASTER    OF    OlJJl.I)     l^JIETll- 
]  J  EX'S  HOSrJTAE 


AND 

TWEEVE  eoi^\ciEEOi;s. 

The  niodc  of  Elcctiou  of  tlic  i^ilciribeis  of  Council  (^vith 
the  exception  of  ilie  IDian  of  Guild)  is  regulated  by  the 
Act  B  and  4  AVilliain  IV.,  cap.  7(i,  tlie  Municijial  IJcctions 
Amendjnent  (Scotland)  Acts,  ]8G8  and  1870— tlie  Aber- 
deen j\lunicipalit.y  Extension  Act,  1871  —  thu  IJallot  Act, 
1872,  and  other  relative  Statutes.  For  the  ])urj>ose  cf 
the  Election  of  Councillors,  the  Eurgh  is  divided  into 
four  ^Yards — one-third  of  the  Council  retiring;-  annually 
— that  is,  t^vo  in  each  "Ward. 

Candidates  for  Election  as  Councillors  must  be 
nomniatod  ly  tv/o  I^lcctoi's,  and  their  ndjniiiatio)!  ))apers 
lodged  with  the  Town  Clerk  on  tlx^  Thursday  imniedi- 
atel}' preceding  the  day  of  Election.  If  no  more  Candi- 
dates are  nominated  than  there  are  vacancies  to  till  in 
any  AVard,  the  Candidates  s«")  nominat«'d  are  declared 
elected  Councillors  without  a  Poll. 
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In  the  event  of  a  Pull  in  any  AVard,  llic  Election 
taken  place  Ly  ]iallot  on  the  fii'.st  Tuesday  of  Novenibej- 
yearly,  ^vhe)l  the  pariies  ha\'ing  Llio  greatest  mniihcr  oi' 
votes  are  Oji  tlic  following  day  (Wednesday)  declared 
elected  Conncillurs.  Jntiuuition  of  their  election  is  llien 
made  to  tlieui  l>y  the  'I'own  Clerk,  aiid  on  Thnrsday  \]iO 
new  Councillo)"s  attend  and  iiitimatc  whether  they  decline 
or  acce]»t  oflice.  In  the  (;\'ent  of  any  I'arty  so  declining, 
a  now  election  takes  place  (ibr  the  vacancy). 

On  the  next  day  (Fj'iday)  th(.'  jicw  Coniicil  iny\l  and 
fill  u]>  the  vacancies  in  the  .Magistrates  a.nd  OJliee- 
Bearei's.  These  arc  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  C.Vjuncil, 
the  Lord  Provost,  or  the  Chainnan  for  the  ti)ne  being, 
having  a  easting  vote. 

The  Loi'd  ]ho\o.';t  and  City  Treasurer  each  remain 
in  Odice  for  three  years  from  the  time  of  their  election 
as  sucl).  The  Baillies  and  Orficc-Bcarcrs  are  elected 
annual  1}^ 

The  Dean  of  Guild  is  elected  annually  at  a  Meeting 
of  the  Burgesses  of  Guild  not  receiving  aid  from  the 
Guildry  Funds.  The  i-etiring  Dean  takes  the  Chair,  and 
if  only  one  person  is  proposed  and  seconded  he  is  de- 
clared elected.  If  more  than  ojie,  the  election  takes  place 
by  ballot,  when  the  person  having  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  is  declared  elected.  At  the  lirst  .Meeting  of  the 
new  Council,  on  the  Fi-iday,  the  Dean  of  CJuild's  election 
is  reported,  and  he  takes  his  seat  along  v.ith  the  other 
]\Iembcrs  of  the  Council. 

— Ext ractf.d  from   t/tc  Ji' conh  h>f    Wi'iiu.n   Cordon,   Es^j, 
Tovni  Cleric. 


^ornc  Sjojiorarn  iUuT;csr.e5i  cf  ^Nbcru 


ciir 


"  Quod  Eonum  FausUiui  Felix  Fortuiiatinn  tit. 


Doctor  Johnson  said — "  Tlic  Ijonour  ronfci-rcfl  hnd 
all  tli(!  (lccorati'>ny  tlial  polilcuo-s  (.-ouM  adil,  and,  wliat 
I  am  aCiaid  I  s-.liould  not,  have  Ijad  to  sa}*  of  aii}^  city 
soutli  of  tiic  Tweed,  1  foiuid  no  i)et(y  oflicor  bowing  for 
a.  fee." 

1439.    i:()i'.Kirr,  earl  of  mak. 

1582.     GEoiiCK,  Villi  EAP.L,  ai.a  l^t  MAFQUIS  OFIIU^'TLY. 

CEur.CE,  Una  MAr.QUJS  OF  JIVM'LY. 
1594.     LUDWICK,  DL'KE  OF  LFXNOX. 
1597.     FEAXUIS,   Xtli  EAFvE  OF  ElIFOL. 
1601.     .Sli;  FFvANOlS  liOSFlTAL  vi  liatiic. 

IGOl.    laukex(;e  fli:tciieh. 

1G08.     FATKICK  C:0FJ)OX\ 
1622.     AFvTJirC  JOnXSTOXE. 

Slli  .101 IX  SCOTT  of  Scot-starvct. 
1624.     (aLr.EKT  CORDOX  of  Falla-h. 

JOliX,  XlJIil'  EAUL  OF  SUTlIEnLAXD. 
1640.     (;  EXE  HAL  MUXFO. 

1746.     WILLIAM  AFCa'sTUS,  VVKT.  OF  CUMFEELAXD. 
1761.     (a:OKGE  COLMAX  tlio  Youi.-cr. 

1769.    JOiix  i;\x'J'i:e. 

1773.    J)j:.  sa.ml'i;l  JOllXSOX. 

1790.     Tjil  Fkvf.ulnl.  JOHN  SKIXXER. 

1792.  AVILLIAM  CFEECH,  Fiovost  of  E'linburgli. 

1793.  (r]:oROE,  V<5'  DUKE  OF  OOF.DOX. 
HEX  FY  DUXDAS. 

C:<.)i-.sT  OTJ'O. 

1794.  Fi:orF.5<.»;oK  JOIIX  IIUXTER  of  S^t.  Anflifw.«!. 
l'i50FE.s.soK  JOJIX  VOUXG  of  Gla.sgow. 


1-2S       ■   SOME    lIOXOJtAin'    JU'KGESSES    OF   AlJEUDEEX. 

1795.  ADOLriJUS.  XlIiliDUKK  OF  SOMl-RSET. 
.SJU  JOllX  SIXCLAIK. 

1796.  ^Vr.  ^VAJ;i■J•:n  hcott. 

Ai)Mii;AL  8111  'J'JIO-MA.S  rASLi:Y. 

JOHN  ItJ'XNlE. 
1803.     GEORGE,  JV!i.    EAIIL  OF  AliE l:I)E]]X. 

Sill  DAVIU  r.AlKI). 
1811.     JOHN,   VJ-.h  jjUKE  OF  JiEDJ'ORl). 

1317.    oiJXTiics  Gl:EGOJ;^^ 

M.  JEAX  JiAlTLSTl';  JJloT. 

SIP.  ..rA.MES  .AIACGIU'COR. 
1025.     Cut.   EDWAUI)  SAiUXE. 

JOSEPH  .SAUiXE. 
1832.     JOIIX  A]3ER0i;0MP.lE,  M.D. 
1834-     WALTER  FP.ANGIS,  DUKE  OF  r.UGOLEUOjr. 

GEORGE,  MAP.OUJS  OF  TWEIOO-OATJl 

HEXRY,   LOPJ)  IJROiroiJAM   ana  XAVX. 
183G.     WILLIAM  OEOPvG!:,  EAPJ.  OF  ERROR. 
1337.     CHARLES,  DUKE  OF  JilCJf MOX  1). 

1839.  Ihi.  GEOKG]0  A\"A'I^T. 

1840.  GEOJIOE  GRAXVJLLE,  J)UKE  OF  SFTl!  1:RRAXJ). 

1811.  IIOBERT  WALLACE  of  Kelly. 

1812.  GEORGE  THO.MSOX  of  F;iirk-y,  CM. 
1814:.     EOWLAXI)  HILL. 

1815.  SAM  U EL  M  ACK  XI 0 IJ T. 

1818.  n.n.]L  PRIXCE   ALBEliT. 

1819.  Tin;  Ri.;;ir  lh)S.   SIPv  KoRERT   PEEL. 
1851.  Tin:  Light  Hon.  SIPt  JAMIlS  OJIAILVM. 

1853.     'J'lii^    Li<;iir    Ho.N.    GEOP.GE    AViLLlAM    FREDERICK 

HOWARD,  1:.\1;L  of  CARLISLE. 
1851.     JOSEPH  IfUMi;. 

1858.  Tii!:Ri.;iiT  1L;n.  IMIILIP  llEXftV,  EARL  STANHOPE. 

1859.  Tin:     Ri.;ii[     Hon.     DAVID     CR.MiAM     DRUMMOXD 

OOILVIE,    EARL  OF  AIPvLlE. 
1859.     Tin:  Ri.;iir  ]h,s.   LORD  JOHX  RUSSELL. 
1832.     'P'li:  Riciir  Hon.    1:D\V.\RD   FIJJOE. 
IGGG.     11.P..H.   TEE  I'IMXrj:  (»F  \\AL):s. 
187i.     Tiu:  Kioiii-  Hr.N.    WJLLLVM  ]:W.\RT  GLADSTOXL'. 


APPEND! X 


The  foro£;oiiig  sliocis  Lad  R'-aily  all  been  printed  (•(]*, 
before  I  j-eccivcd  from  my  good  friend  AxDiiiiW  Jluvisj:, 
Esq.,  F.S.A.  Scot.,  tlie  annexed  letter,  deed,  and  aeeom- 
]")anylng  valua])lc  notes,  wliicli  I  am  tlnis  reluetant'y 
conipelled  to  put  into  the  form  of  an  ApjK'iidix.  ]\ly 
very  best  tliaidcs  are  due  to  ?\lr.  Jervisc  for  his  courtesy 
and  kindness  on  this  and  on  vciy  many  other  occasions. 
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]3jii:cjnN,  2U}c  AujjaA,  187'). 

11  y  Dlar  irn.  Waijcer, 

Aware  of  your  anxiety  to  tljrow  )iglit  14)011 
tlic  early  slate  of  }'c»iir  own  "1>)-aif  tuiin/'  I  Leg  to 
eiiclo.^e  a  deed  for  3'oiir  use  wliicli  relates  to  i-ather  an 
inipojtant  \)o\ni  m  tlie  history  of  your  native  City.  As 
it  contaijis  tLe  genuine  si-natures  of  many  of  tlio  jnore 
iiotaLIe  of  ''Tlie  Noblenien  and  Heritors"  of  Aberdecn- 
sliire,  w]>o  tlourisli(^.d  .about.  200  years  a;j-<).  the  j^nper 
may  Tjg  .said  to  ]»ossess  mo)'e  tliaii  an  ordlnaiy  interest 
for  tlie  good  folks  of  Abci'dcen. 

I  recelvi'd  It  froni  J)j-.  Dunean  of  Criniond.in  Ikiclian, 
Avhen  tbere  in  June  last.  Ue  found  it  amongst  man}^ 
otlier  pajjcrs  of  L])e  same  sort,  whieli  were  left  1)}'  his 
failier-in-law,  tlie  late  Mv.  Stc])hen,  banlc  agent,  J''j-aser- 
burgli.  J)r.  Dunean  l;indly  told  me  to  inalco  any  good 
use  of  it  1  liked,  and  h-jaring  that  you  are  soon  to  add  to 
yowY  already  aecjuiixid  laurels  by  the  produetion  of  a 
work  on  local  hi.^to]y,  ]  feel  that  I  could  jiot  put  the 
]>a}H;r  into  better  hands  than  3'ou)-  own.  I  am  al  same 
thne  convinced  that  Di'.  Dunean  will  be  much  pleased 
that  you  use  It. 

if  you   (liink  that  a  few  notes  regarding  those  "old 
friends  of  13on-Accord,"  wlio  signed  the  deed,  would  add 
in  any  degree   to  its  interest,   1  .shall  gladly  throw  a  fc-w 
particulars   together  regardijig  them. 
j\'lleve  nie, 

Yours  very  truly, 

ANDKKW  JMIVLSl':. 

Ai.r..\.    \Vali:i.h,  l>q., 

Do.in  of  riuilil,  kv. 
Abcidecn. 


OfsTIEUAS   our  Sovcraia^n   Lonl   takhicr  to  In's   con.^i- 

O  j  it  . 

/ J  n  deration  ibo  uiaiiy  siiftciiiigs  of  the  Liir^^onscs  of 
Oj  Ills  aiicicui  lloyall  IJurgli  of  Alxirckcn,  for  many 
ycaros  dmino-  t])c  (}i!ic;of  ye  laic;  trouble  >,  And  tli:it  iijw.n 
ilie  a(X-oii)pt  of  ilicr  Singular  lM>aHy  and  aOlcdon  ic  ]\\> 
Matics  and  deceased  fatlier  of  eternall  }noniory,  Su  tliat 
tlie  f-:aid  burg  C)f  Aberdeen,  and  common  good  therof, 
is  so  br.rdened  and  afieeted  ^v'lih  ])ub]ick  debt  coiilraeted 
upon  the  aceompt  foi-.^aid,  TJiat  tlie  ycai'ly  and  termly 
payment  of  ye  (Ji-ents  of  ye  samen  pidjllek  debt  ean 
))ut  ]je  nh'ide  witliont  yearly  and  termly  taxing  tlie  bur- 
gesses and  ti-adders  c»f  tbe  said  burgli  f  o  sucb  great  soumes 
of  m^ne-y  as  ^vill  undoubtedly  reduce  tbiui  io  extream 
poveit}',  Ix  IaKSPLXT  qrof,  Ids  Majest}',  out  of  liis  royall 
care  to  })i'eserve  bis  said  ancient,  royall,  and  ahvys  must 
loyall  buigli,  frum  decay  and  ruin,  liatli  by  bis  letters 
patents,  of  ye  dale  at  Windsor  Castell,  the  ISth  day  of 
August  liJ75,  and  of  Ids  ?Nlajeslie's  raign  the  i?7lb  year. 
Indulged  tbc  Magislrnts  of  the  said  buigh  f(3r  ye  tinic 
being  (foi-  relief  of  tlicr  said  pid.iliek  debts),  to  imjiosc 
upon  alle  \vyne,  beer,  brandie,  and  strong  v.atcr.s,  browen, 
tap]K'd,  vented,  and  sol»l  ^\^itllin  tlier  sai<l  burgb,  allen- 
nerly  the  imposition  specified  in  tbr  said  gift,  As  is  at 
mo]'e  le]ig(h  tlierin  conlained  ;  Ay^D  Nov.',  Wre  noblemeii, 
gentlemen,  and  bereters  of  the  sliyr  of  Aberdeen  un«]er- 
subseryving,  to  testifio  our  obedience  to  his  ^Majesties 
commands  and  ivspccts  t<>  the  intfn\^t  and  standing  ot 
the  said  ti»mi,  D<m:  herebv  DiX'i- vi:i:  our  concurrence  and 
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AvlUingnes  to  ilic  ] )iubLC'U Lion  uf  the  said  ^-1  ft  and  grant, 
Conroniic  to  tlio  tLiinor  tliriof  in  all  points,  Be  tliir 
presents  :-;iil>scrycd  Avitli  our  lianJs  dayes,  and  places, 
respectively  inidci'WJ-yne  : — 


].— lluntly. 

2.— JmtoI]. 

S.— :\Iar. 

4.— :Mavisc]jall.    + 

5._Pil,;lin;o. 

C;.— Al.  leaser. 
7.— Alexr.  Ydny. 
8._Geo.  Skene  off  Waster 

Fin  trey. 
1).-—]?.  Sandilands,  Cotton 
](). — Alexr.     ]Javidso]i     of 

Carnl)roi;'ie. 
ll._W.  Cochvane  of  Dun- 

l.reck. 
12.— J.  Baskin  of  Ord. 
13. — Ale.      Alex  ai  ide  r      of 

Aclmndl. 
14,_A1.  Skene  of  Newtyle. 
15. — liobt.  Burnet  of  Letli- 

intie. 
IC— Jolm  Gray  of  Creieliie. 


17.— Ja.  ?d(»ire,  SioJij'wood. 
BS.-Al.  Fc.rl.es  of  Tol<pi. 
10.— Ad.    V)-<iuliart    of  .Me- 

Idiii. 
20. —  Ar.   lAjrbes  of  Brux. 
21._  -{-i\lr.  it.  Forbes. 
22. — ]i.  Forbes  of  Asloun. 

23. Dun  of  Tartie. 

24.— ]\lr.  W.  ]\lore,  Ililtone. 
2. 3. — Cu'Oii;"e     jS'icolson      of 

('Inny. 
20.— J.   (Jordon  of  FecMll. 
27. — Ja. Sandilands  of  Ciab- 

ston. 
2S.~Tlio.    Shand    of   Ban- 

daeh. 
20. — "William     Couiingc    of 

Aelu»y'. 
30.— r.  (ujrdone  of  Culls. 
31. Forbes  of  Cragi- 

var. 


[Ijt(Iors(d.] 

•'  Tin;  >'oi«LCMr.x  and  TTf.kitoks 
CoNsr.NT-,  rui:  xm:  Lrru.T 

\\  1  llllN-umilLN." 


'ilofcs  ^^'fdi.^lvnfiuc  of  ,9iQiraiuvcr<  to   Occb, 


1.  ITi^NTLY. — George  Gordon,  4tli  ISLirquis  of 
Tluiilly,  siiccecdcHl  his  father  in  IG-jo,  and  dietl  in  17KJ. 
lie  married  a  daup;liter  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  was 
created  J)uke  of  C(.>)-dr)n  in  1G81-.  (.J)oi'<jh(6  Pccrof/c). 
George,  l.st.  Manjnis,  and  George,  2nd  ^lanjuis,  Avere 
Loth  Honorary  ]3urge.sses  of  Aberdeen.     (-SVe  }>.  li*7.) 

2.  EitiiOLL.— Sii-  John  Hay  of  Keillor  (son  of  .Sir 
Andrew  Hay  of  Keillor,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Lord 
Kiiniaird),  succeeded  as  lltli  Karl  oC  JOrrull  on  tin-  death 
of  Gilbert,  10th  Earl,  in  1074.  (lb.)  AVilliam,  Karl  of 
Errol,  in  1830,  was  ina<le  an  Honoiar}'  ]>urgess  of  Abcj- 
deen.     {Sec  p.  12S.) 

3.  Mar. — Cliarles  ]Cr.>kine,  Avho  succeeded  his  Hither 
in  the  Ivirldoni  of  .Afar  in  IGoS,  and  died  in  IGSO,  married 
a  daughter  of  the  b/ii'l  of  I^anniui-c,  by  Avhoin  hf  had 
John,  the  celebrated  Eiiil  uf  Mar,  who  set  up  the  Stv'iudard 
of  the  Pi'ctender  at  13i-aen\ar  in  1715.  (Jb.)  John  of 
Mar  is  Dean  oC  Guild  of  .Ab.-rdeen,  in  1-13G;  (p.  1)  and 
Itoberl,  Karl  of  Mar,  an  Honoiary  Kurgess  of  Aberdeen  in 
1130.     (See  ]x  2.) 

4.  Mahischall. — George  Keith,  Rth  Earl  Marischal, 
succeeded  his  father  in  IGGl,  and  died  in  IGOk  He 
married  a  daughter  of  the  Karl  of  Krroll.     (lb.) 
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5.  J'lTSTjrio.— Al.'x.  For1)o.s,  was  .SL-rvrd  heir  to  Ins- 

latlicr,  Lord  Pilsligo,  in   1(;:^G,  and   died  in   .      ]Ui 

married  a  dauglilor  of  the  Jv.irl  of  Jliidian,  and  lia'l  a  sou 
Alexandei-,  wlio  became  tliiid  Lord  Titsligo,  and  di.-d  in 
IGOl.  'J^j)o  siM-naliuv  is  i.iobaljly  lluit  of  tlio  {1,ii-d  Lonl 
J'il^liL,^).     (//;.)     lie  l>uilt  ibv  old  Kirk  (.fTitsligo. 

G.  Al.  FiiASHij,  Ma-^l-r  of  Saltoun  (mju  of  Al-xandrr 
Fraser  of  I'lilloilli)  died  in  Iho  lifrllme  of  liis  f.alu!-, 
lea\inu;-  a  son  v.lio  .succeeded  liis  grandfatlier  as  IJ.lli  Lord 
Saltouii.     (7^.) 

7.  AlivXi;.  Ydxy. — This  is  probahl}'  the  signature  of 
Alex.  Udjiy  uf  UdiiN-,  wh'j  was  served  heir  to  liis  fathor 
iji  eertain  properti.-s  in  Aberdeen,  l(i(h  August,  1(100 
(lidovrs).  In  Kisr,  Alex.  TTdny  of  that  Ilk,  his  hrirs  an.] 
sueeessor.s,  liad  a  grant  of  two  iVee  fairs  in  the  y.'ar  to  be 
held  at  Kirkton  of  Ihlny.  The  Udnys,  or  Uldenys,  have 
been  designed  of  that  Ilk  fVoin  at  least  iha  14th  century. 
{Coll.  Ahdn.  and  li":nfi\  iii.  77,  111.) 

8.  Oj:o.  Skkm:  r)[r  Waster  Fintrey.  ~  In  1C:)S 
George  Ske;-n  of  FiiUrie  gave  100  marks  towards  tlio 
erection  of  the  new  buildings  of  King's  College.  {Fasti 
Aherdoneii>ils.)  Sir  CJeorge  Skene  of  Fiiitiy  was  Provost 
of  Aberdeen  in  1085. 

9.  P.  Saxdilaxds,  Cotton  (Old  ^Lachar).  ~  Mr. 
Patrick  Sandilands  of  Cotton  consented  to  i/ivc   10    rix 

o 

dollars  towards  the  ivpair  of  King's  College  in  108S, 
"jnovided  he  was  fn\'d  from  his  obligation  np')n  the 
^ledicinall  Garden."     (Faf^^li.) 


]-M;  AlTKNlJlX. 

10.  Alioxi;.  Davidson  of  Canibj-ogio  (Taivcs). — 
TJiis  family  M'as  (k'siijncd  of  CairnLi'ogic  (k)^\  u  to  aLoul 
]7o2,  and  )i)ay  ]ja\'c  been  doscendod  iVom  Sir  liobert 
Davidson,  t lio  "  Pi-ovo-st  of  bi'aif  Abuidene,"  vIjo  full  at 
Jlarlaw  in  1  J]  1.  A  \\'ell-cxeculcd  elii;^^y  in  fjvc-si.onc  of 
a  k'niLrlio  in  aruiour,  in  llio  NAV.  Avindow  of  the  West 
Kirk  of  AberJco)!,  is  said  to  j-epresent  Pi-uvont.  Da\  Idson 
who  fell  at.  llaiLnv.  It  is  furthci-  stated  tliat  tlie  lettered 
])Ovtion  of  the  .same  toinb  lies  buried  about  tlu^  bnels  of 
the  Kirk'.  A  ilat  slab  on  the  south-we^t  of  the  )iave  l)eai's 
an  ii)scrJ])tion  ((]uotod  Ix'lov/),  which  shews  that  the  laird 
of  Cairjibi'oi^ie,  A\'ho  died  in  IGGO,  was  tlu^  father  of  the 
]ierson  who  signed  the  deed  in  (Hiostion.  The  inscrij)tion 
runs  thus  : — "  Hie  re()uie.-cunt  Magistei*  Alexr.  Davidson 
de  Car]ibron;ie  ivi'isconsvltvs  qui  obiit  L^o"  Apiilis  A.]). 
MDCLXVi.  Et  AIai^-i.-^ti;r  Alexr.  D;tvidsun  de  Nevtovji 
ivrisconsvltvs  fihvs  eius  nioriens  2'^  A])i*ilis  A.E.C. 
MDCLXXXV."  The  [)ro[)erty  of  Newton,  here  mentioned, 
is  in  lliC  parish  of  Culsahuou'l,  ^\'here  there  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  of  the  Seulptured  Stones  of  Scotland. 
It  is  engraved  in  the  Spalding  Club  edition  of  Scidpiurcd 
Stones  of  Scot.,  vol.  i.  Newtoji  ]iow  belongs  to  i\Ir. 
Gordon,  whoso  ancesto]-s  were  merehiints  in  Elgin. 

11.  AV.  COCIDIANI-:  of  Duubreek  (Udny).  —  W. 
Cochrane,  who  graduated  at  iving's  Ci)lloge  in  lOol 
(Fastl)y  was  probably  a  son  of  Waller  Cochrane,  who  was 
Dean  of  Guild  of  Aberdeen  in  IGio  (ttupnt,  ]->.  50). 
Cochranes  were  desigiud  of  that  Ilk  (150o),  of  Cokmc 
(1407),  ritfour  (M70). 

12.  J.  Baskin  of  Ord   (Skene).— Tlicrc  arc  vanou.s 
entries  concernini:^  Baskin  of  Ord  in  the  Parish  Register 
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of  Skene.      Ja^.   Raskin    w<as  dcsigiicd   ui"   AklinauJ   ui 
IGOO. 

13.  Ale.  Ali:xax])i:u  of  AiunnuuU  (Ncwhills)  was 
a   liailii*^   of  Abor.k'cn    iu    Uj'^o,  aii<l    aii(.-cs(.(»r  of  Jcaii 
Ak-^xandcv,  luiiross  of  Aucliiriulk    Skc  iiian-k'il  JilacJc  Joel; 
mn  of  Forbes  of  Skcliitui-.      Black  Jod;  Dailkic  to  tlio 
]^]ar]  of  Mar  for  tlio  Lora.skip  of  Kil.lrummy,  was  tko  iirst 
Forlu-'s   of   LiVL-rcnian.      An    okl    family   Bikk.',    in    Ike 
])0.sso.ssion  of  iMr.  M'Couikic  of  Easter  Slx'iic,  bears  tliis 
inteiosling  note  regarding  JUach  Jock  and  kis  wife: — 
"  Alex.  Forbe.^  of  Invciernan  rnavried  to  ]\liss  Jean  Akrx- 
ander  of  Anckniill  in  April,  1.7o3.     Slie  dyed  tlie  IGlk 
September,  IT-Sa,  and  Inverernan  on  tke  15tli  Ma}^  IT^ST." 
In  ecnise'jiience  of  Mr.  M'Coijd.)ie's  wife  liaving  been  a 
dangkter  of  Ahijor  'b'orbe.s  of  Inverernan,  lie  also  i)0.sse.sses 
.some  of  tke  family    plate,  upon  wkirk   are   Ike  initials 
of  Black  Jack  and  kis  wife— "A.  F."  "J.  A."     (Siqyra, 
p.  !)G.) 

14.  Al.  Skene  of  Newtylc  (Foveran),  wi'oto 
Mrmorlals  of  ike  Rnyol  Jh'rr/lis  of  Scotland  under  tko 
name  of  "l^liilopolileus,"  Aberdeen,  1085.  lie  was  long 
a  baillie  of  tke  City,  and  eontribuled  £20  Scots  towards 
tke  raising  of  tke  new  l)uildnigs  of  King's  College  in  1G.3S. 
(Fadi.) 

lij.  lloj'/r.  Ik'KNj:]'  of  Lctkinlio  (Daviot)  also  de- 
signed of  Lumj[)kart  and  Fuinzes  in  sanu  parisli.     (Coll.) 

16.  John  (1i;ay  of  Crciekie  (0— Crays,  a  Roman 
Catkolie  family,  were  designed  of  Skivas  jji  r^Ietklic  IVoni 
an  early  date.  Jokn  Cray  of  Creickie  was  possibly 
descended  fri>m  tke  Sliivas  famil\'. 
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17.  Ja.  Moikl:,  Soiiywood  (Ncwhills).  --  Tliis 
may  bo  the  .sig)iaim-c  of  Jajiics  >Moiv  ulio  Avas  a  rogont 
of  ]\rari.sclial  Culk-o  in  ]  GDO.  (FoMl.)  Muir  of  Stoiiey- 
wood  went  out  in  tlic  '-i^,  j.ut  relumed  to  ]\\<  i);iUrnal 
]n-o))er(y,  v/]ieic  lie  died.  In  the  S^Kild'uuj  Cluh 
MiscdUviiy  (\o].  i.)  there  arc  some  interesting  letters  iVum 
Lewis  Cordon  and  otliers  to  tin's  laiid  of  Stoneywuod. 
The  Moirs  of  Invenieity  v.ere  of  the  same  ra<x\ 

18.  Ai.  FoJn^KS  of  To].|uhn  (l\arvc..).— This  Jalnl, 
one  of  the  three  Colonels  for  Aherdeiiishire  \n  the  Seotch 
Army  of  Cliarles  II.,  was  kniiihted  in  IG-jo-^.  lie 
married  the  nliet  of  Sir  W.  Forhcs  of  Craigic^vnr,  and 
dying  issueless  in  ]  701-2,  \vas  succeeded  by  a  ne))hcw. 
Being  greatly  liiortgagvd,  the  pi-o[)erty  of  Tulfjidion  was 
sold  b}^  order  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  1710.  It  was 
bought  b}^  Lieut-Col.  Farquhar,  from  whose  lieirs  it  was 
obtained  by  WilHam,  Earl  of  Aberdeen.  (Gcncalogij  of 
iJcc  }Iou6C  of  TolquliOTi), 

19.  Ad.  A'liQViJAirr  of  Meldm  (.Meldrum).— After 
serving  in  the  arm}^  abroad,  he  returned  home,  entered 
the  King's  service,  and  walked  in  the  [)rocession  at  the 
funeral  of  the  Duke  of  Ixothes,  as  Connnander-in-chief  of 
II.  ]\l.'s  Forces.  lie  long  i-epreseiUed  the  county  of 
Aberdeen  in  Farliament,  and  died  in  IGS  t.  Urquharts 
succeeded  to  ^Leldrum,  l)y  mari-ying  the  lieiress  of  Alex. 
Seton  of  Meldrum  in  1010.     {Duwjla^  Bo/ronogc.) 

20.  An.  Foinn;.s  c^fLrux  (Kildiummy).— John  Forbes 
of  Lrux,  by  '' Isobell,  daughter  to  Cairnburrow,  had 
Arthur  Forbes  of  VAU^r  (Coll.,  i.  .*')n2.)  This  branch  of 
the  Forbes'  was  founded  by  "  Alister  Cam,"  who  ij»an-icd 
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tlie  liciiCfj.s  of  Cameron  of  Brux.  The  last  of  the  nice, 
JonvAhim,  \v]uj  was  out  in  (lie  '45,  left  the  estates  to  tlie 
second  sons  of  the.  Lords  Forbes. 

21.  My.  l\.  FOREES.— Probal.ly  Robert  Forbes,  wlio 
was  a  cont'jniporary  regent  and  eanonist  of  Kiug's  College. 

23.  R.  ForjJKS  of  Asloim  (Alford).  —  "  Ptobcrtns 
Forbes  fill  us  do  Asloune,"  graduated  at  Jving'.i  Cullege, 
10G7.  (ra-^^Li.)  The  Asloun  Forbe.s'  v/crc  de.seendcd  from 
"  evJll  Duii'jan  of  Aucliinloull,"  an  ilk-gilimate  soji  of  Sir 
John  Forbes  of  Dj'uminor  (Ltriuiidcn). 

23.    Dl\n    of  Tailio    (Logie-Buchan).  —  The 

Duns  of  Tar  tic  were  sprung  of  a  burgess  famil}^  of  Abei- 
deen,  and  possessed  Tartic  till  past  17o2.  Charles  Dun, 
burgess  of  Abervhjen,  as  ))earest  heir  to  his  Jiitla')-,  a  )j)cr- 
chant  there,  had  special  service  of  the  lands  of  IJandach, 
(S:e.,  in  Dyce,  1(I73.     {Cull.,  i.  bupra,  ]).  41.) 

24.  Mr.  AV.  Moke,  Ililione  (Old  .Ahaeliar).  —  ^^Fr. 
Wm.  ]^loir  of  Scotstoun,  gave  100  merks  towards  the 
repair  of  Iving's  College,  1(588.     {Fasti). 

25.  Oi:oiu;e  Nicolsox  of  Cluuy  (Cluny).— George 
Nicolson  of  Cluny  vras  professor  of  civil  law  in  King's 
College,  1G7G  {Fasfi).  ''George  Nicolson  of  Kemnay 
[afterwards  Sir  Georgi],  a  loi-d  of  session  (whose  father 
was  Tliomas,  an  Aben.leen  merchant)."  Uo  hadabrotiier 
Dr.  Pioltjrt  Xicol.^oji,  and  their  molhei-  was  a  daughter  of 
Abcrcromby  of  Bijkodjog.  {Coll.,  i.  oSi^  ii.  L'OS.)  'J^lie 
Kieol.s'.ms  bought  Cluny  about  the  ]iiiddlo  of  the  17th 
century,  ]»robabIy  i\\>\ii  Sir  Alexander  Ciordon,  kniglit. 
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26.  J.  GoRiJON  of  Fccliill  (Logie-Biicli.an).— Juliii, 
second  son  of  Sir  Iloluirt  Conlo]!  of  PiLlurg,  the  cclcLralecl 
Gcograpliei-,  liad  a  gi'ant  from  his  fallicr  of  (lie  lands  of 
Fcchil  ;  and  ^\illnn-,  ninth  son  of  Sir  Pvohcit,  ^vas  the 
father  of  tlic  foundor  of  Cordon'K  llnsiutal,  Ahcrdecn. 
{Mem.  froiii  hade  of  i/ovirolt  of  Sir  I\.  Gordoa  of  PIU  ur(j^ 
in  Gordon's  IIusj>ii>i'j  "TIm.-  pi-c^ont  lionso  [of  ]^\'chil] 
v.Tis  hiiili  ahont  A.D.  MDCcxxii.,  of  the  late  James  (lordoii, 
y<.m^-Li-  of  iHchil,  31.1)."     (Coll.,  i.  SGi>.) 

27.  Ja.  Saxdilaxijs  of  CVahslon  (Ncwhills). — 
"Doscen'lod  of  one  [Tliomas]  Sandilands,  ^vho  came  fjom 
the  soutli  ill  Lisliop  Patrick  FoTbes's  tinn'  []  018-3.")]  and 
^vas  commis.saiy  of  AhcrtLjcn."  ((%//.,  i.  2'JS.)  ]l(!L;"a\i; 
{Fu'^ti)  ten  rix  dollars  towards  the  ivpaii-.s  of  ]ving's 
Collecro  in  lOR.S,  upon  the  same  condition  as  P.  Sandilands. 
The  property  of  CVailtsionc  was  honi^ht  aljont  1821  l)y 
!Mr.  Seoti,  a  native  of  Jliintly,  Avlio  iiiade  nioriey  jd.road, 
as  a  pliysician.  lie  Lcipieathed  CVaihstonc  to  tru.stces  foi- 
the  purpose  of  huildiu^^^  and  endowin^!,-  an  Hospital  in  liK; 
native  town,  \vhLre  a  certaiji  jnnnhcr  of  old  men  and 
women  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  liome. 

28.  Tiio.  SirAXD  of  J^.andaeh  (Dyee).  — Jn  1007 
Tlios.  Shand  ^vas  served  huir  to  his  hi-othoi-,  AVilljiuii 
Shand  of  Craig  in  the  lands  of  Padinaeh,  and  others 
(Cull,  iii.  2-2o). 

29.  William  CoMfxnK  of  Achivy  (:^IoiK|nhiltei) 
mortified  certain  lands,  and  buill  an  Hosjiital  at  ]Ckdn 
for  four  decayed  hurgesses.  He  hou^.^ht  Auchry,  and  was 
buried  at  ^lonquhitter,  where  a  ninuuiih  lit,  \\  ith  ;«  Latin 
inscriiition,  record^>  liis  deatli  and  lii ;    chai-itabh'    deeds, 
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&c.  Tlic  properly  was  yold  to  IIil*  Liimsdoiis  early  in  ilu" 
present  century. 

30.  P.  Gor.DOXE  of  Cults  (Klnnetlirnonl).— "  Tlie 
ioun  and  landis  of  Cultis  and  Crai'doune,  IjoIuivjIul,^  to 
Hew  Gorduiio  of  Smytli.stounc,  heritablie,  and  wedsdt  to 
Patrilv  Cordonc  of  Kinkragye,  i>^  valued  at  ei-ld  chaldci- 
victual!;'  1035.     (Cull.) 

31.  FoKBE.s  off  Cragivar  (Lcocliel). — Tiie  initial 

of  t]ic  Clui:>tlan  name  looks  like  AV.,l»ut  it  luay  bo  J.,  as  (lie 
date  of  the  deed  corresponds  more  witli  the  period  of  Ual 
Sir  Jolin,the  successor  of  Sir  Williauj  Forhes  of  Craigievar. 
Sir  Wiliiani  married  a  daughter  of  Hose  of  Kilravock, 
and  his  son,  lied  Sir  John,  tlie  second  haronet,  marric;d  a 
daughter  of  Young  of  Aldbar,  a  descendant  of  Sir  Peter 
Yoiuii^^  of  Selon  in  Anirus,  almoner  to  tlamcs  VJ. 
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(Supra,  ]).  28.) 

Altliougli  two  of  tlio  gival  liistorical  events  connected 
witli  Scotland  daring  tlic  sixtccntli  ccntuiy — tlic  nnn-der 
of  David  Jli/zio  in  Kolyrood  Palace,  and  tlie  Mowing  up 
of  King  Jleniy  Dandi'V— have  but  little  direct  con- 
nection v.'illi  the  subject  of  the  present  vohnne,  the 
follo^ving  coidenipo7-ary  records  of  tliL-se  facts  jnay  bi; 
thought  ^uflicienily  interesting  io  ^van•ant  their  appear- 
ance in  the  ./\})pendix. 

"i\ronsr.  Siugnior  Dauid  vcs  .slane  in  halyrui<lhous 
ye  JM  da}'  of  .Al'che  anno  15()5. 

Tlic  Kingq'  blaven  vp  v^  pud'  In  ye  kiik  of  feild 
the  X  of  fabruar  loOG." 

(From  tliC  licglsior  of  DlmIIuj  for  the  parish  of  Caiiongatc,  now  in 
l>osso.ssion  of  tlic  llcgistrar  CJcncral  of  ►Scotland.  Jiotli 
entries  are  npon  Ihc  same  page.) 


"  Wlicn  England  and  Fiance  were  both  pi'o.secutlng 
their  L^clK'Uies  fur  atlaehing  Scotlajid,  an<l  the  i.ssues  of 
their  diplomacy  could  Jiot  fail  to  exercise  a  momeiitous 
inlluencc  over  the  future  of  the  country,  the  Burgesses 
were  to  bo  found,  .  .  .  discussing  with  jmich  keen- 
ness and  not  little  acriinoiiy,  the  relative  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  merchants  and  craftsmen,  i)i  extending  civic 
Lospitalities  to  distiiigni;die«l  strangers,  in  legislating  as 
to  the  jJiieesof  vietuals,  aiid  ihv.  situation  of  markets,  the 
repair  of  ])ublic  buildings,  and  highv.ays.  an«l  all  the 
vari<?'l  details  of  eveiy  day  bui-ghal  life." 

(From  ItccorJa  of  the  J.Iiiri^li  of  EJinbiugh,  .vj).  1057-7 1.) 


APPENDIX.  143 

(Suprii,  pp.  50-57.) 
Oju;  of  lilt.:  lar;^vsl  funeral  luoiinincnts  in  the  West 
Kirk,  njid  .so  far  as  can  now  be  seen,  possibl}^  one  of  tlie 
most  elaLoraloly  carvet.1  of  its  lime,  relates  to  the  farnli}^ 
of  Adie  cir  ^'lulie,  ^vho  Avere  of  loeal  iiote  in  iheir  day. 
Annorial.  beniin;.;s  and  iiiantlinL^^s  (now  wry  ijiuelj  deface'!) 
a]j]K\a}'  to  liave  lieen  carved  i)i  bold  relief  u})on  tlie  face  of 
tlie  .stone.  A  small  .shield  adorirs  each  uf  the  four  cornei-s. 
Two  of  iheiii  arc  IjlanJc,  the  other  two  arc  r-j.-jtectively 
initialed  and  dated,  ''  A.  A'..  C.  Cb  IGo!;"  and  ''  1).  A'l.l.Y. 
IG-l-i."  TJicse  ti'aces  of  an  inse)'li)t!on  are  I'uund  the 
margin  of  the  slab  : — 

31 org    ^Eilie    merchant   buig 

Abd. '.' 

of  Oct'-  IG.V/  c^'  ieals  JJvrjiet  his  spovs  who  died  3'e  5 
Nov'--  lC(b^>. 

The  Adies  had  their  residence  in  the  G)-een,  at  the 
foot  of  the  r>aek  W3-nd,  and  in  tin;  sajuc  buildiiig  as  is 
now  oecu]ued  by  I\lr.  Jhiehan,  baker. 


1:  Ki:  A  T  A. 


I'.Tji'  JN.  liiic'JO,  for  I'.c.i.  ica<l  J.'oi. 
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